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yon wish to. As for her niother ; why, vour inimitable
mnanner will keep lier off, PUi be bound !II And Lord
Francis, shrugging his shoulders, resigned hirnself to the
in&lction.

And so it came to, pass that Mrs. Galton and her
elest daugliter, assisted on deck by two stewardesses,
had the unexpected sight of Sybil, with shrill voice and
flushed face, seated in the verv centre of the most select
circle on board.

111 understand ber P" cried Carnev, tartl-. "hs
people want to know Esther, anid think they can't do> it
without being, civil to ene of uas; and theyv have choseni
Sybil because she was dressed first P'

But since there are moments in life when it is miore-
discreet to, be dcaf, Mrs. Gaiton' saidntin;b,
closingr lier eyes, niurmured that she felt inciinedï for a
uap since the suni was so, bright upon the sea.

CHAPTER VI.
-Why stay we on this earth exeept to grow ?11MRS. GALTON spent the better part oIl two d1ays

in trying to niake friends it Ms.Ciare-
Smvthe, but since any attempt at int-iîniae wais

received with the frigidity of an iceberg, ihe plkile(e1 ani
attack of neuralgia, and confined herself to the opst
corner of the deck to the one occupied by thait lady aif
her suite. Siiice Svbil had attained to the dIignity. (of
an.acquaintance with Mrs. Clare-Smythe, it was plain
that Mrs. Galton could not pretend to di.sapprove of
that desirable, if flighty littie woman, and the situiation
was a difficult ene, until Carry struck, up a friendshIip
with an Indian judge and his wife, whlo, threulgh the
successful visit of a royal duke to their province had
attaîned te a K.C.S.I., and for the remnainder of the
voyage dear Sir Soiemon and Lady Brown were neyer
very fan away.

"Do look at Mrs. Galton with that funiny old 'Sol
Brownwig,' as we used te cali hîrm PI said, Mrs. Clare-
Sniythe one night as she waiked the deck with Esther ;
"look how close lier bead is te his deaf ear-I expeet silo
is screaming inquinies inte it as te is geut, and lie is
retorting by asking after lier temper P'

Esther said nothimg, and ahe felt the arm she held
istifien unconsciously.

"Oh, dear, 1 forgot 1" she said peniteutly ;'howv
etupild 1 arn-they are flot your relations, and yet yen
don't like hearing them abused."

-No-please flot," saill Esther.
But why on earth, my dear ? Now 1 have the iiio>st

absurdly tiresomne rnother-in-law-a ridicuilouis womanl-
who looks at both sides of a hnif-penny before shie speulds
it, and I love te abuse her when she canot hiear ! -

"'My qrandmother always taught mne te try flot to)
say anythixig spiteful about anyvone," said] Eý,sther in a
10w voice ; "1just always te loek for their good side, hle-
cause they were sure te have one, and if yeuIi coufl ntic
say an7thing nice about theni, at least te say notlihilig
nasty.'

There was a band playing somewbere on thev second-
class deck ef the 'Pleiades,' and the sound oif the maitl',
rougli enougli and partly untrained, was wafted toe theoir
ears, softened into harmotny by the exquiisite niglt. The
nipple of the water agaflxst the sides of the shlp, thte
creak of the engines, and the sigh of the liglit breeze ini
the awnings, lent a pleasant air of peace tolehwoe
scene. Tbe deck was almeost deserted save for the two
woen, for there was a concert going on down blew
and arrangements being made between nefwiy establlishied
friends for gerng on shore at Gîbralter flhe fo)llowýÀing
day.

I Esther," said Neil Clare-Smythe studdenly, "On a
night like this, and in your comnpaniiîonip.iii, 1 wvant te b)e
goed-you make the path of righiteousncss semt a
beautifuil Ilower-gemmred road, an-d 1 have always b),m
brought up te censider it a wny of thorna,. I want te
do my duty te, Budge and mny husband now, and yet 1
know that to-m-orrow 1 shail feel just as I alwNy;Ns do,
thait a child is ail very well when it is ini its lest clothes
and perfectly a<dorab1, but that it is au unendu(lirable
affliction for more than half-an-bour at a timie, andl tilnt
one' s own pleasure cornes far befere one's hulsbar'd alid
his comifort alwnys."

She spoke with sudh swift passion thînt Esther hiardly
recogr'ised lier brilliant acquaintance of dinnier timen,
whose glitterîng costumie of black jet wvith its 'frou-
froul" ef sal skirts and grey cloak, was thie siniplest
ar'd yet the handsomnest dres's on board, in this wemnan
of the pale face and earnest eyes.

"Dear Mrs. Clare-Srnythe," she stanmerel, III arn
sure you are very, very good-I wibh that you w'ould
net talk like that.2'

Nell" 's eatifulI jewelled liand caught liex own fingers
in a tlIit clasp. "That is jnst what I am net," she
said. "I amT a vain, frivolouýis, pleasure-loving creature,
for wloin the gay life in Malta is the very worst exis-
tence possible-but will you hellp me, Esther-wili yeu
be myI friend zilways ?"

'W y, s, o!f course," cried Esther, moved out of
herseif ait thie siglit of the other's enmotion ; "only you
wîll lithae tinwi fier jnist an ordinary girl lik~ nie. Why
I dame >dv OUm wiil forget my existence, or, at ltast,
that is Mhat Mrs. Galton prophesied abouit Malta for
me.,,

Ni cI.reSmth forgot ber own emnotion, and
g-rippei lier ew friend by the shoulder. "Oh, you
donbie-distilied hit goose !" she said, "are vou aiways
goýing t(o liu *îs, bind as a ba-t ? Don't yotu know that
a girl witliiion facet will haeMalta, and ail the youang
menvi in it, at li feet, ;iiit ail the womien bine with

Esthevr s lîriglaughl rang tout, .n Mr Clare-
Siin\the ,îtlw lier in innbeilieving curiosity. "Oh,
dean me ! I I olyli\ve hll the things yon tell mue,
m-hi.t a ocry %ociv person)i I shoiuld bît !" she crieci.

Neil tumred at tht seulnd of a quiek step) on the deck
blhind tiltII.

"Oh()I, thiere vonq tre, Fraink. Coonme lere-you are just
in time te f hlpi ine to coinvîcv tinis obsoinate child that
if lier face lune were bier fortuneu it wouild make her a

ill ienaire !

Esthe dnewhersi-) cinconsciously, for the jesting
was fnt toý lir t.istc, ýlnd M\Wylle saw it.

MN, dencusn l id neot corne heme to make per-
sonal reu;rks, buit te suggest that von sheuid turn in
ilowý, se thait yu night lie np) in time te see tht sun nise
uiponi the rock, o! il.

"Whnlt I" scoffed Nel : "1do you imagine I arni going
te forsalke myi led( for an old rock ? We mna b lave
plaYed together in the nnirsery, FIrank, bat yen have for-
gotten iny for-ce of character if yen imagine thi.,t 1 arn
prepairud to go) so fan for scentVry."

Lord Francis tuirned înmperturbhably to Esther.
"Shahl \vou risk, tht early nisinig, Miss Beresfond ?" he

sai. " ca asurevou that it wili le worth it."
1Ys Si sah certainhyv cone on deck," retnrnndl

Ester wth a soit -,,.ve o!4 colouir in lier face,
"Gradeuls ! How yeng yn are !II crïed Neil. "To

risk veuir copeinand vour appetite ! Now for
painesAke, de(n't tire(, rsh for yonr excursion on

shlort-, when-i I wanýit yen)i to1 lo)ok ýyour very lest for

''Godniht''siiid Etrwith a quiet sinile 1
Ihl lie \tver aeu

'Fmnk,"sai Mr. Clre-nîyhewlien they wene
leit alne vonl haveN thti litant (f a frojg, I behieve Yen

alwas lresrvetht saine glacia derneaneur towandls
MissBersforlwh cani't yvon fiil ini love wvith lier like

aI lho«eioI( "ne yenng mian- like Captain H1etlc.ote, for in-
stneAnd forget youl aIrt an l)..

"7lv dealr Neil, very few people hiave retaiîned their
von>Itllftl ideails as., long, asý yon have. Nom- if 1 were to
1:ail in love with vry prtygirl 1 meuet 1 slienld have
moi(re sclsattachied tei myv swbl tan BlutebeL.ard

"Onit upo)tn yn!Fie uipon y ou, boid-faced jig !
cnied his conIiiIihrpy ando left Iiirn witli a nod and a
provokinig sinihe.

Left alint, Lord FnancIis Al\wyne leanled lis t.lbow on
thte raiil andii loo(kt1i own into the dark binle imerrr et
thte sea, flatshinig heethe keel of tht "Pca euct
the wvaten with phosphorescent liglit. But it was net the
noiglt oir the sea thiat was nttractir'g bis aittenitio:n, but
fromn the titanr iinror ef thte water the loveiy face of
Esther Biereaford looked bnck at hlmii.

"I dmi't kuiow heow or whyv it. is," snid Alwyne,
shiakinig imiself togethier "lwy,'but 1 bivtI lheve
-- I arn, iegininig te care fer that girl. Of couirse it
wouild neoyer do) nleyer at alutshie is danigeroulsiy at-
tractive-and 1i have ne time fer that sert ot thling !II

11e exp)enieniced somie annioyance tînat a yeunig mail
of sudcl social valie as imiisei! shouild lie suil)ject te, the
wenkniess ef flnittered feelings, and determnined te le
miore wary in his initercouirse withi se clharmiing a girl
as EýStler Bieresferd. But thtre was little theught of
tare iin lis mmiid next mnornir'g wier' lie carne up ou deck
te finid bier thiere lefore imi ir' lier quait corner. She
wAas lookîng as fresli as the dlay itself il, lier blue serge
gown, with lier soit hiair ruffld about lier face, under lier
j aunity little cap, an'd before lie lad realilsed wliat le was
doing, le lad drifted acrosis the slip te her aide

TO BE CONTINUED


