The Western Home Monthly.

Winnipeg, Dec., 1911.

\

Jaeger’s

CHRISTMAS 600DS

The judgment shown in the selection of gifts
adds largely to their value—

]aeger Pure Wool Goods include something suit-
able for everybody—

Dressing Gowns—Smoking and Lounge
Jac ke ts—Sweaters—Motor Coats—
Hoods—Gloves — Steamer Rugs—Tra-
velling Rugs—Golf Coats—Waistcoats

At any Jaeger Store or Store
where Jaeger goods are kept.

Steele Block, Portage Ave., Winnipeg
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316 St. Catherine St., Montreal
%31 Yomge St., Toro—to, Ont.
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FUR COATS

For some years we have mads a special feature of Fur
and Fur Lined Coats, and are so thoroughly confident of
value, that weinvite and urge that you malgg comparisons
before purchasing ‘ =

These garments are made in our Sanitary Work Rooms
of thorougl ly matched perfect skins, and are of exceptional
quality throughout. They are made and finished individually
and are much superior to the usual Faotory made Coats,
with which the market is flooded.

IR S Lot | [S———
RACCOON COATS
dark, full furred, '
‘You want & copy of our

P e skins $85'00 Catalogue to make a satis-
MEN’S Beaver Coats. | factory selection. 1t gives

Hair beaver $225.00 ;tlhluable 11111forfmation. 2
. otographs from actua
MEN'’S rat lined coats, § Furs, their description in

Black beaver, Otter or | plain English.
Persian Lamb collars
$50.00 up.
MEN.’S‘CIOth.c?atS, Rub- Write to-day_while you
ber interlining, and :;l;g:ik tof e 4 You don'tt
ini H 0 {2} el one cent.
lmlng of ?ersmn lamb Make your selections from
cloth, with German | our Catalogue. We will

. Otter collar $18.00 3’&{1 them to ygurfExpress
LADIES’ Muskrat coats miﬁ’i;mggi‘_’“ » for free

40 inches, lined with

good quality satin,
$45.00 up, —

”i{ REGISTERED

Don’t you want one ?

John McKay

The Fur House, Kingston, Ont.
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Get Your Winter Suit
US' BY MAIL

and get more style, better cloth and better fit than Kou can get from
out local tailor at any price. This is not mere talk,
absolutely to do what we claim or refund your money without

W e do business on such an immense scale that we can afford to
emplbythe most expert London and_ New York cutters.
Try one order. If you're not satisfied, say so, and we’ll refund

REE. Send fot our illustrated catalogue, Itcontainsover 100
pages of everything men and boys wear,

C'oth Samples and Hcas#\nement Blanks free on request
Ask your local Member of Parliament about

o
\

We guarantee

The 2 Macs is the largest establishment in Canada, confining (0
itself exclusively to Men’s and Boys’ Apparel. We can supply all
vour personal wants by mail better than you'can buy them in your

When writing advertisers pleasemention The Western Home Monthl
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There are a few things in existence
to-day which have not been changed or
moulded in the hands of Progress. One
by one legends and customs have been
disproved and overthrown, yet none have
dared attack the legends and the cus-
toms sacred to Christmas-tide. Here

1 and there a savant has tried to prove

that December 25th does not mark the
birthday of Christ. Men and women
read, smile, and pas3 on. )

The time of year corresponding to our
Christmas-tide has always been a period
of rejoicing. It marks the winter sols-
tice. The days begin to lengthen, and
the sun no longer journeys away from
the earth, but enters upon his return.
It is a promise of renewed light and
warmth, of the approach of the summer
days, and men hail these signs with
every expression of gladness.

In Rome, the Saturnalia, or feast of
Saturn, fell at about the.same time as
our Christmas, and it marked the great-
est festival of the Roman year The city
abandoned itself to gaiety. Unbounded
license held sway; universal mirth was
the order of the day; friends feasted
friends, and foes were reconciled. There
were no slaves, no masters; all social
distinctions were laid aside. Work was
stopped throughout the city, and no war
was ever entered upon at this time.

The tree as the emblem of life also
figured conspicuously in the earlier re-
ligions. In Egypt the palm tree put
forth a new shoot each month, and at
the time of the winter solstice it was
the custom among the Egyptians to
decorate the houses with a branch of
palm bearing twelve shoots. In Rome
the fir tree was regarded with venera-
tion, and during the Saturnalian festivi-
ties the halls and houses were hung with
evergreen boughs.

In England, in the days of the Druids,
the houses were decked with evergreens
in order that the sylvan spirits might
repair to their grateful shelter and re-
main protected from the nipping frost
and icy winter winds. .

Farther to the north the wild Teuton
tribes worshipped their god in wooded
places, and looked upon the fir trees as
his sacred emblem. The period corres-
ponding to the Roman Saturnalia was
the festival of Thor. This festival, like
the Roman feast, was given over to the
most barbaric pleasures and the wildest
form of enjoyment. Among these peo-
ples the festivity was known as Yule-
tide.

When Christianity spread abroad, men
‘knew that in the story of Christ’s na-
tivity was realized what they in their
blindness had striven to typify. So they
adapted the old customs of their ancest-
ors to the new order of things.

Among Northern European: tribes a
great fir tree was set up in each house-
hold at Christmas-tide. At its base
were placed representations of Adam and
Eve; in the branches coiled the Serpent,
and on the topmost bough gleamed a
candle, symbolizing the Light of the
World, through whom alone was victory
over the Serpent possible. Later in his-
tory the tree was more profusely decora-
ted with gaudy Knick-knacks, all of
which were at first symbolical. But the
children were not adowed to see the tree
till Christmas morning.

To account for its appearance there,
the parents used to tell the childven a
Chaldean legend. Years ago it was the
custom for every Saxon househiold to
burn the Yule log on Christinas v,
This was a great kmnarled root or tree
trunk, cut the day before Christmas and
brought into the hall on' Clivistmas Jyve
with great ceremony. and apaied
with musie. Each member o 110 00
hold would sing a Yule sonw. -t 4
on the centre of the log.

Then an attempt was made 0 iy,
the Yule Jog into the great hall, o i
were o stubborn horse. The ' o v

siver that rhe “dun” 1ctused o
cnd the swhals company was suin: g
took a hand, and with loud

The Origin of Christmas
~ Customs.

Forgotten Meanings of Yule-Tide. By Edgar S. Nash.

dragged it *o the great fireplace. It was
lighted with the charred remnant of the
former year’s log, which had been care-
fully preserved for this occasion, and
which was supposed to insure the house
against ill luck. .

The children were told that during the
night the Yule log gave birth to the
Christmas tree which they found in the

.hall on Christmas morning loaded with

gifts.

to England by Prince Albert, consort of
Queen Victoria. From the palace the
custom spread, until now the Christmas
tree is a necessary feature of an English
Christmas.

In Germany and other European coun-
tries it was believed by the children
that the tree glittering. with candles and
bright baubles, and the gifts found be-
neath the tree, were the work of jolly
old Saint Nicholas, Sant Nicholaus, or
Santa Claus, as we know him. This
kindly saint was no legendary character.
He lived about 300 A.D., and was a noted
Bishop of Asia Minor. He was looked
upon as the patron saint of generosity
because of his liberality.

Three daughters of a poor nobleman
could not marry as advantageously as
they should because their father could
give them no dowry. But one night one
of the daughters found in her room a
purse, shaped like a stocling, filled with
gold, evidently thrown in the window by
some one from without.. The next night
the second daughter found a purse in her
room, and on the third night the father
caught Saint Nicholas in the act of
throwing the third purse in the window.

From that story originated the custom
of hanging up the stockings on Christ-
mas Eve. Thereafter the young girls
at the convent schools would hang their
stockings on the door of the Mother
Superior’s room on Saint Nicholas night.
On the following morning they would be
found filled with gifts and dainties, and
a little hint from Saint Nicholas as to

A BRAIN WORKER.

Must Have the Kind of Food that
Nourishes Brain.

“I am a literary man whose nervous
energy is a great part of my stock in
trade, and ordinarily I have little
patience with breakfast foods and the
extravagant claims made of them. But
I cannot withhold my acknowledgement
of the debt that I owe to Grape-Nuts
food.

“I discovered long aro that the very
bulkiness of the ordinary diet was not
calculated to give one a clear head, the
power of sustained, accurate thinking.
I always felt heavy and sluggish in
mind as well as body after eating the
ordinary meal. which diverted the
blood from the brain to the digetsive
apparatus.

“I tried foods easy of digestion, but
found them usually deficient in nutri-
ment. I experimented with many break-
fast foods and they, too, proved un-
satisfactory, till 1 reached Grape-Nuts.
And then the problem was solved.

“Grape-Nuts agreed with me perfect-
Iy from the beginning, satisfying my
hunger and supplying  the nutriment
that so many other prepared foods lack.

“| ]|;1‘| not bheen using it very long
betore | found that T was tul"ning out
an unusual quantity  and quality of
work.  Continued use has demonstrated
to my entive satisfaction that Grape-
Nut< tood contains the elements needed
by the brain and nervous system of the
hard, working  public  writer.” Name

eiven by Postiom Co., Battle Creek,
‘\“r‘!.

“There’s woreason™ and it is explain

- .
Ped oo the dirde hook,  “The Road to

Wellville” in plos.
Ever read the above letter? A mnev
vne appears {rom time to time. Thev

re genuine, true, and full of humezn
terest,

The Christmas tree was introduced in- .




