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work of the. brave pioncera via preceded
us, vo have ne illusions regardiug the.
progresa we have achieved. For vO kuow
it is merely a beginning of a task that
we shall have te beave te our children
aud ta their chiidren, sud then it will
net bc completod, aine. what we hasve
atarted te do eut here la auch a gigantie
construction that ail of eur short-sighted
conceptions faîl far short of tue -realty
that only posýePity itacîf eau estimate.
Indeed, we have ail become history-
makers by laying the. foundations of a
western empire that cannot bc duplicated
on earth. This much gives us just cause
for pride. We are doing our best te
croate the very conditions upon which
a soiid and permanent prosperity wil
finally haive ta rest. And we are doing
this, more or ]esa unconsciousîy, because
we do it while we go about our daiiy
work, trying te make a living or a coni-
potence. In fact, wo cannot help -doing
it, for lu a large, degree, every man,
woman sud child who cornes tte West
from the East, or from th8Ie !T~hor
South, isa worthy foli.ower of those tire-
leas heroes who gave u' ucu froutiera of
civilization. We came eut here lmbued
with the. same spirit of advcnture, sus-
tained by the saine hoe, animatod with
tue ame resolve. Our eyes woreM fled

OFcoure, i; li a omplex one, madeup of a great nmany reasons, more
or lesa understood, more or ls

taken for granted. yet it in simple
enough to those of us who have been on
the spot for a number of years, with our
eyea and ears open. The rosi reason ils
i; b. found everywhere lu this great
Wet.'eYou may not b. able te defiue it
at the. time you bele. it; you may not
even aee it with ySor mental oye at the
moment you feelthge truth of it; but
the fact la ever present in your daily
consciousness, and you cannot dishelieve
it. The. whole big West is optimistie be-.
cause it cannot help it. That is the fact
that stares un in the face. it js the
chief thing that lboth surprises sud
delighta the. man from the East when h.
cames here to spy out the land.

Now, why on earth are we Bo epti-
mistic? There must ho a resson, and
this muet ho made up of many obscure,
perapa, but stili. pregnant rossons, ail
of which are worth i le brmging to tbe
eurface. But time and, apace both forbid
the attempt to name ail the things that
maire us convinced that the. West of
Canadahlas a future out of ail proortion
ta. its place lu past history. Proud as
ive are of what we have accomplished,
building upon tue basis of the, grand
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by John Humphrey Kenyon.

provinces la 479,162,438 acres. Tus le
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western mmn, ere we bof t aur homes nu
the. old land, juat as truly as this was
the. camewith- the f earless pioneer.

Granted, thon, that we were eptimistie
wheu we started for the West froiji the
Buat, North or South, why is it w. are
stil eo hopeful o'P the , ture that no
stagnation in.business can compel our
silence, no stringeucy iu the money mar-
ket can make us feel despondeut?
Becauso we know such an abuormal state
of thinga cannot last. It la only a
temporary phase of a prosperity that la
speeding too rapidly. It is just a chance
te look oui good fortune over and tabu-
Jate its items of value. It la a mighty
good opportunity to shako hande with
oursobves for coming out heresno soon.
It in the time we need te mid our saule,
perbapa, and te ink thomt up with tue
great forces- of 1f. that are genorally
unrecognized by mon lu their race for
wealth or fame. At any rate, we are
ail sure that there wiIlbeh no elumpiu
values, inasmuch as these have as a
feundation tho richest baud on earth, just
hoginniug te ho tilled for the honeflt of
the world. And as long as wo ar e of
thia faith, there esiT came no panie, no
cessation of business, nothing, iu fact,
except penhaps soins timely conservation
of resources that wilI add te, our country's
wealth.

Lot us 'brielly allude ta î few ressons
why the West -of Canada in n0 con-
sistently optimistie, for wo are net1
visionaries, but practical men of affaira,i
and we can hoid oui own in argumentq
with any people.

Here we are iu the. midat of riches in-
calculable. The. ares of the three prairie

enough. land te foed the worbd. Onby
about six per cent of it wss cultivated.
st year, snd stili the. crop was worth

over tU65006O,000. Mnd you, this resuit
is obviously oniy a lbeginniug.

Commercé l. eonditioneil by the. power
4f )and te maints la population;ad'
cities and tôwnse au ouly grow te tthe
limit of -the. crop resources. Imagine, if'
you ean, whst the future cities of o ar
Webt wil , h, ien we are reallyuan
all of our Und. Laet year we grew en"ough
wheat on the, prairie ta koep sateady
river of a thousand bushels per minute
flewing oontinuously ni#ht sud day to
the h.ad of the. lak es for three snd a
haif menthe, and if w. add the. oata sud
barley ta the. wheat, the. great river of
food wÔuld rau at the. ame rate of speed
for another four moutha. Cm. you sO=-
ceive itt Put it another way. The.
value of our grain crop st r.ar. wouid
lie more Ibis» enough te build any-. of
aur great transcontinental railroadi, snd
thon fully equip it. What vil Ithe
value of aur seaaou'a crop ho when flfty
per cent of our rich acreage la utilmsd
The sum. ataggers comprehension. '1*t
ia stili, however, enby eue half of wýat
Western Canada eau, earn by muant of
ita farina. Thon, a lot.more, infiiWy
more, eam ho made by diggiug its un*.d
treasurea of âilver snd gabd *and confift
and iren sud ceai snd ol. -Andl tz
havon't yet sarted. upon tItis ta -mu.
Beaides minlng, we have qther *aWo f
adding te tthe vast weabth oflii.wste
country, ail of which wiii came into *0%
ene by eue, as soon as we have tiaue;to
devete te them, la it any wonder t4"
the enterprleing Amerloans-and Engimi
mou are swarmtng inte thecou10M '
bringing witii theni hundreda of shls11 
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