THE 1914 WAR--ILLUSTRATED ,

Britain’s
War
Directo

The prompt appoint-
ment of Kitchener of
Khartoum to, the impor-
tant post of Minister of
War has been received
with the utmost satis-
faction throughout the
Empire. The tall Irish
youth of twenty, who
received his baptism of
fire with the disaster-
ridden French army in
the Franco-Prussian war,
has become the man
whom the arrogant
Prussian fears most of
all his enemies. | His
whole career has been a
course of preparation.
Emerging from Wool-
wich as a second lieu-
tenant in the Royal
 Engineers—the calculat-
ing, scientific arm of
the service—Herbert
Horatio = Kitchener was
called from survey work
in Palestine, to be one of
the original 25 English
officers who reorganized
the: Egyptian army. He
accompanied 'Wolseley’s
belated expedition to
relieve Gordon at Khar-
toum; and he witnessed
the evacuation of the
Soudan. And then for
thirteen years Kitchener
remained in Egypt, plan-
ning, preparing, organ-
izing for one great
purpose: the recovery of
the Soudan, and " the
vindication of Britigh
authority and influence.

It was Kitchener’s
methods which vindicated
British arms in South
Africa. Long, silent, ex-
haustive preparation fol-
lowed by the swift,
inevitable, crushing
stroke.  No one but
Kitchener could have had
the patience and skill to
“round up” the elusive
Boer commanders. Then
for seven years this
great noiseless organiz-
ing genius was focussed
upon the army of Eng-
land’s greatest depend-
ency. The whole Indian
army was completely
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re-organized, and the
English and native
forces strategically pro-
portioned.

There is no one,
therefore, who possesses
a more intimate insight
into, and a more com-
prehensive oversight of,
the military resources of
the Empire than K.OK.
—XKitchener of Khar-
toum. This knowledge,
combined with his ser-
vices at home on the
General Staff during the
lagt three - years, make
him the one man whose
experience qualifies him
for the military direction
of the world’s greatest
Empire in the present
crisis.

The following is a
brief outline of his ac-
tivities: Educated R.M.
Academy, Woolwich. En-
tered Royal Engineers
1871; Major - General,
1806; Palestine Survey,
1874-78; Cyprus Survey,
1878- 82(;39, commaxgised
Egyptian Cavalry, 1882-
848; v Nile E;gedition,
>1884-856 (despatches,
brevet Lieut.-Col., medal
with clasp, 2nd cl. Med-
jidie, Khedive’s star);
Governor of Suakim,
1886-88 (despatches,
clasp); Soudan Frontier,
1889, including engage-
ment at Toski (des-
patches, C.B,, and clasp);
Adjutant:Gen, Egyrt an
army, 1888-92; Sirdar,
1890: commanded Don-
gola Expeditionary Force,
1896 (promoted Major-
Gen, K.CB, :(1st ¢l
Osmanieh, British medal,
Khedive medal with two
clasps) ;. ' commanded
Khartoum  Expedition,
1898 (thanks of Parlia-
ment, raised to Peerage,
grant of £30,000, G.C.B.,
two clasps to Khedive’s
medal) ; Chief of Staff of
Forces to South Africa,
1899-1900; <Commander-
insChief, 1900-1902 (des-
patches, promoted Lieut.-
General and General, re-
ceived Viscounty, grant
of £50,000, thanks of
Parliament); Comman-
der-in-Chief, India, 1902-
9; Member of Committee
of JImperial Defence,
1910.

General , Sir H. Smith Dorrien, leading the
2nd British Army Corps, highly praised
by General French. He will be remem-
bered by Canadians as having the Cana-
dian contingent in his command in the
South African War




