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The June Bride and Her Superstitions.

BY MARY TAYLOR-ROSS.

“The June bride, God bless her, ob-
serves strictly the manners and
customs, the superstitions and no-
tions that have come down to her
through the long ages, with never a
thought as to their origin, and but
a passing guess a3 to their signifi-
cance, )

‘At other times she may sniff at
those oi her friends who are frankly
superstitious, and openly defy the
superstitions themselves, but now,
her future weal is at stake, as well
as the happiness of one whose wel-
fare is ¥ar dearer than her own.
~ And so she decides that her wed-
ding shall be observed with all that
attention to detail which the super-
stitious declare will bring “good
lﬂCkl” 5

“Just suppose there is something
in all these notions,” she whispers to
herself with just a little shiver of
foreboding—and the superstition that.
touches everyone of us at some time
in our lives, be it ever so lightly, is
very close to the heart of the girl at
this time! And why? Well, fate,
whether a kindly influence or other-
wise, is so very, very potent, and
human strength so very puny, hu-
man resolves and endeavor s0 very
fraill If it be possible to ward -off
an evil fate by attention to time-
honored customs and a few small
details, shall she fail to do so? A
thousand times no, and so the little
bride is careful to wear,

“ Something old, something new,

Something borrowed, something blue,

And a gold dollar in her shoe!”

Nor is this a jumble of words, de-
void of significance. The “some-
thing old,” signifies that the new
wife is neither fickle nor forgetful,

her sight, at a time when 30 many
new things are at hand. “Old things
are best,” sang Owen Meredith, but
the best combination in life is a
mingling of the old and the new in
our possessions. The ¢something
new,” indicates the prosEerity which
makes possible the purchase of new
things, and prosperity generally pre-
supposes  thriftiness—good qualities
in a wife. “Something borrowed,”
signifies the ability of the bride to
borrow from her friends, and ability
and willingness on the part of the
iriends to lend, should the wife ever
need to borrow. Something that
does not appear in the rhyme, but i3
handed down by tradition advises
the girl to always borrow from
someone better off in this world’s
goods than she herself, for this will
indicate the possession of rich and
powerful friends throughout life.
The gold dollar in one’s shoe signi-
fies that the bride is careful and
saving, since she has not spent the
gold at a time in her life when a girl
is most tempted to spend every sou
she can get her hands upon in the
purchase of new things, that she 'may
?(ijppear at her best upon her wedding
ay!
“Something blue,” explains itself,
for blue is the color of faith and
honor, truth and fidelity—qualities
precious to lovers and deubly im-
portant to married lovers!
“Blest is the bride on whom the
<un doth shine,” is a very old and
familiar saying, said to be exactly
t-ue, but it is mot so commoaly
known that the day after the wedding
"~ a sure indication of the sort of
ife to which the groom can look
rward as his own portion of do-
nestic bliss—sunshine or storm, and
‘1e writer has personally made notes

cases noticed, proved true!
times the wedding day was bright
and ‘fair, while the day after dawned
cloudy and morose; this
variably enjoyed life while her hus-
band was most unhappy or at least
secemed to be so; then the opposite
has been found as true.
ing of an old. shoe after the bride
signifies that her parents
up ‘all control over her—that hence-
forth she belongs wholly to her hus-
band, = (Mothers-in-law, please take
notice!) : ~
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The throwing of rice is even more.
ancient a custom than the throwing
of shoes, and, as one might suppose, |
comes from China, the land where
rice is emblematic of = every
thing, since it sustains:life
without any other food. Th
ing of 'rice has rather goné ot
favor of late years, for, in the exc
ment, weddin
ways as careful
and serious accident
have suddenly turned a ga
guests into a band of mourne:
resulted. The tossing of
almost entirely supe’r%% ‘
ing of rice, and is really a pict
custom. But perhaps the
conceit of all, was seen a
wedding, where ‘the bri
handed - about. among  the 8
pretty china and cut glass " ros
bowls, which were filled by
themselves from large pu
set here and there in the hall,
filled with: rose leaves or 3
blossoms. When the bride retired to
don her traveling gown, these huge
punch bowls were brought in by the

convenient places, then the rose
bowls were handed about among the
guests, and when the bride and
groom went down to the steps to
the carriage they were literally
showered with the fragrant petals,
with many a merry wish that mone
of their rose leaves might ever be
crumpled, and that they might al-
ways have the roses witheut the
thorns. This pretty idea fvas the
girl’s mother’s, who wished to have
something quite original at the wed-
ding of her only daughter!
As to the days of the week on
which one should marry, and the
months of the year which are pro-
pitious ffor this event, the writer can
only pass on the two rhymes over
which the engaged maiden would do
well to ponder long and carefully,
before she decides.

Monday for health, .
Tuesday for wealth,
Wednesday the best day of all;
Thursday for losses,
Friday for crosses,
Saturday no luck at all.

Just fancy the state of the maiden
who happens to select Saturday for
convenience sake, in ignorance of
this rhyme! .

Then for the months of
we have this ancient rhyme:
Marry when the year is new—always

loving, kind and true.
When February's birds do mate, you
may wed, nor dread your fate.
1f you wed when March winds blow,
joy and sorrow both you'll know.
Marry in April when you can—joy for
maiden and for man.
Marry in the month of May, you will
surely rue the day!
Marry when June roses blow, over 1and
and sea you'll go.
They who in July do wed, must always
labor for their bread!
Whoever wed in August be, many 2a

the year

[—

If in October you do marry, love will
‘It you wed in bleak November, only joy
When December’s snow falls fast, marny

tion with this rhyme, that statistics
tell us that there '
marriages divorced than
other month in the year, '
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what in mystery, although there
given several possible origins.
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sort of canopy, held ‘over the couple | .

by attendants, e

stage; this canop was merely a |’
cltth: which oawe. tu: Hina s u‘l;?: ;

: 'end;' * signifying

| third finger of the leitﬁllqa!l_ -‘
is fi

and orange b

_with_ different garments, its pligim;;eu

vié}.: :
ropriate

n
pr A m
'ﬁi‘umn

servants and set here and there in|

come, but riches tarry! "
will come remember.
and true love will laat!

It is interesting to note in connec-

are more :
those of any
veil is

The origin of the vi'ewf

I'Ob‘ble of " these ."‘\ 5
y the wedding wveil was

much in the A
fashion as the mopymof flowers {
held over the peasant bride on

only over the brids :
blushes; then, Iﬁn;llyj,' :
a part of the bride’'s costume, wo

as a sort of head dr
having it carried over’
As for the wedding

fidelity, unbroke
uring forever; the circ

tells us, and seems to
the wedding ring is

worn

vein runs from thi

ve removed
‘making it possible t
the richest as well
‘garments. It h%:o
to wear in the halls
in the humble cottage.
The giving of presents
newly wedded pair was, originally, a
sensible and kindly custom, instead
of the rather unpleasant and undesir-
able affair it ‘has become. Many
persons of good taste no longer give
wedding presen
come to mean little or nothing ex-
cept an attempt to “keep up with
the procession” In days of old,
money was scarce; young people
had little else than love to start out
with, so their friends brought gifts
that signified a sincere wish to elp
them in the rearing of their new
home, - ? :
It is rather late in the day ‘for
this bit of advice, but the girl who
thinks of marriage should take the
precaution of first measuring the
forefinger of her lover with her own,
before she commits herself  irrevoc-
ably. If his forefinger happens to
be longer than her own, she would
best reject him, for she will never
rule her own household, the rule
being that whichever has the longest
foregnger becomes the ruling power
in the home. One engaged girl, u?-
on being told of this test, carefully
mcasur‘cﬁ fingers at once, and upon
finding that her fiance’s finger was
much longer than her own, stoutly
declared that she didn’t care—* She
didn’t want to rule the house, any-
way!” The man breathed freely once
more. It was this very same girl,
however, who was observed to make
special and strenuous efforts to set
her own right foot upon the church
step before the groom, and to place
this same foot upon the carpet be-
fore his! Tt is a sure sign that
whichever sets foot first upon the

as you would the pestilence,
oiax_our. shoe in ¢
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that whoever picks
handkerchiei will be f
called upon to do little
tasks of all sorts that a
preciated at their true
some disinterested perso
this service on this parti
you'll have all the rtunity
wish to wait upon the lady
years to come. :

As for the color of the gown woi
by the bride u her wedding
there are numberless r 3 settir
forth the consequences, :dire
otherwise, which follow the w
of different shades and colors,
custom sanctions the weari
white, and every girl should 1
special effort to secure some sort of
a white gown, even though it e
simplest sort of muslin frock—
white for your wedding n,
though obliged to without some-
t:ing else, secure the conviction
that i

change will surely see.
Marry in September’s shine, your living

©f this saying, and it has, in the six

will be rich and fine.

church step and upon the carpet at
the altar, will rule the house!

“Married in white,
You have chosen all right!”



