
the desired change in the law, the undersigned is ready to admit that Canada ought
not to ask for and should not expect to receive any privilege which could reasonably
be held to prejudice, or postpone the satisfictorv adjustmnent of the great question <f
international copyright between England and the United States. But he is unable to
sec bow the change in the lav asked for could have , any: such effect, especially if it
were providied that the privilege accorded to Canadian publishers should be provisional
and tenporary, to determine on the conclusion of any international treaty of copy-
right between the two countnes.

Under such limitations, would not the granting of the privilege asked for on behalf
of Canadian publishers operate rather to bring about.the conclusion of an International
Copyright Treaty, than to postpone or prevent it? If Canadian publishers were
placed on the sanie footing as their Anerican rivals, the latter would be, to a very
" reat extent. deprived of tlhe pecuniary benefits resulting theim, in the absence of any
Inter-coloniai Copyright Treaty from their piracy ofthe.works of.English authors."
On the general question which I have already:discussed, the Minister iade use of the

following expressions, which I cite for the. purpose of showing that they are not now
advanced for the first time to Her Majestys Government, and that these, are not newly
discovered grievances

",At present the Canadian public are nainly dependent on the supply, even of foreign
literature for wbich a copyright mnay be obtained in England, on the reprints from the
United States.

It nay he argued in answer to these objections, that the Canadian publisher may
niake arrangements with the author for permission to publish; but as the law now
stands there is no motive or inducement either for the. author to concede, or the
publisher to obtain, this sanction; the authar has already made, or can make, bis
arrangements with the foreign publisher, who knows that circumstances wil! give him
a large circulation in the Canadian markets, and that even the slight proportion of duty
collected w'ill be paid by the Canadian reader, because re-publication is there forbidden.
" At present the foreign publisher, having a larger market of bis own, and knowing
the advantages of access to the Canadian market, can hold out greater inducements
to the author than the Colonial publisher, and can afford to indemnify the author for

"agreeingý to forego taking out any copyright and to abstain froni printing in Canada."
Tl'he Minister concluded bis report, which had the approval of bis Excellency in

Council, as follows
Having considered the arguments advanced against the modification of the copyright

law asked for in the Address of the: Senate, the undersigned nould recommend that
the attention of the. linperial authorities beonce more invited'to the subject, and that
they be earnestly requested to accede tO the application of the Senate, upn the
understanding, if thought propei, that the change in the law, if made, should be
temporarv, to be determined upon the conclusion of any International Copyright
Treaty between England and the United States.

In conclusion, the undersigned muay be permitted to note the fact that, during the
last fe'v nontbs, the present subject bas been very largely discussed in the leading
journals of Canada as well as at public meetings. The public sentiment throughout
the country is, tlat the privilege asked is fair 'and reasonable in itself, ami that the
granting of it would not only pronote the interests of English authors'but give an

" imîpetus to the publishing and printing trade, and other cognate branches of Canadian
industry, an d would be calculated to increase the circulationí in Canada of the best British
works, and to foster the literary taste and de%'elop the literary talents of the Canadiuan
people."
At this stage, the British publishing interest intervened, and >presscd upon the Lords

of Trade, who in their turn pressed u)on the Colonial Office, the propriety of compelliig
the Colonies to accept the modification of the Impierial copyright Iaws w1hich had juit
been offered to them without any demand' for concession in réturn, and hich wvas
obviously required by the comnonest principles of justicë,naiely, the concession that
publication in the Colony should be equivalent to publication in Great. Britain, on
condition, only, that the Colonies should give up their right, accorded under the Act of
1847, to import foreign reprints.

When so littie was being conceded, in answer to the repeated requests of Canada for
the right to supply our people with reprints&it would have been doubtful whether the
Canaduan Government would have expressed its acquiescence>in a ,measure soh~com-
paratively uniin'portant, but when that concession became coupled with, a condition whidh
would have made the Imperial Copyright Acts absolutely unbearable and;unenforceàble,
only one reply was possible. and that reply was the .one :which.was: transnittedi fron


