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English are new-cornets, who have no right to.demand the extinction of thé natiônality of a
people anong whom commercial enterprise has drawn them. It may be said, that 71f the
Frenen are not so civilized, so energetic, or so money-making a race as that by which they
are surrounded, they are an amiable, a virtuous, and a contented people, possessing all the
essentials of material comfort, and not to be despised or ill-used, because they.seek to énjoy
What they have, without emulating the spirit of accumulation which influences their neigh-
bours. Their nationality is, after all, an inheritance-and they must be not too severely pu-
nished, because they have dreamed of maintaining, on the distant banks of the St. Lawrence,
and transmitting to their posterity, the language, the manners, and the institutions of that great
iation, that for two centuries gave the tone of thought to the European continent. If the dis-
putes of the two races are irreconcilable, it may be urged that justice demands that the mi-
nority should be compelled to acquiesce in the supremacy of the ancient and most numerous
occupants of the province, and not pretend to force their own institutions and customs on
the majority.

But, oefore deciding which of the two races is now to be placed in the ascendant, it is
but- prudent to inquire which of them must ultimately prevail; for it is not wise to establish
to-day that which must, after a hard struggle, be reversed to-morrow. The pretensions of
the French Canadians to the exclusive possession of Lower Canada, would debar the yet
larger English population of Upper Canada, and the townships, from access to the great natural
channel of that trade which they alone have created, and now carry on. The possession of
the mouth of the Saint Lawrence concerns not only those who happen to have made their
settlements alone the narrow line which borders it, but all who now dwell, or will hereafter
dwell, in the great basin of that river. For we must not look to the present alone. The
question is, by what race is it likely that the wilderness·which now covers the rich and ample
regions surrounding the.comparatively small and contracted districts in which the French
Canadians are located, is eventually to be converted into a settled and flourishing country?
If this is to be done in the British dominions, as in the rest of North America, by some'speedier
process than the ordinary growth of population, it must be by immigration from 'the English
Isles, or fron the United States-the countries which supply the only settlers that have entered,
or will enter the Canadas in any large numbers. This immigration can neither be debarred
fror a passage throughLower Canada, nor even be prevented fron settling in that province.
The whole interior of the British dominions must, ere long, be filled with an English popula-
tion, every year rapidly increasing its numerical superiority over the French. It is just that
the prosperity of this great majority, and of this vast tract of country, should be for ever, or
even fora while, impeded by the artificial bar which the backward laws and civilization of
a part, and a part only, of Lower Canada, would place between them .and the ocean? Is it.
to'be supposed that such an English population will ever submit tô such. a sacrifice of its
interests?

.I must not, however, assume it to be possible, that the English government shall adopt
the course of placing or allowing any check to the influx of English immigration into Lower
Canada, or any inpediment to the profitable empioyment of that English capital which is
already vested therein. The English have already in their hands the majority of the larger
masses of property in the country; they have the decided superiority of intelligence on their
side; they have the certainty that colonization must swell their numbers to a majority; and
they belong to a race which wields the Imperial government, and predominates on the Ameri-
can continent. If we now leave them in a minority, they will never abandon the assurandé
of.being a.majority hereafter, and never cease to continue the present contest with all the
fierceness with which it now rages. In sucli a contest they will rely on the sympathy of their
countrymen at home; and if that is denied them, they feel very confident -of being able to
awaken the sympathy of their neighbours of kindred origin. They feel that if the British
government intends to maintain its hold of the Canadas, it can rely on the English population
alone; that, if it abandons its colonial possessions, they must become a portion of that great
unionwhich will speedily send forth its swarms of settlers, and by force of numbers and
activity, quickly master every other race. The French Canadians, on the other, hand, are
but: the:remnins of an ancient colonization, and are, and ever must be, isolated in the midst of
an.Anglo-Saxon world. Whatever may happen, whatever government shall be established
over them, British or American, they can see no hope for their nationality. They can only
sever themselves from the British empire, by waiting till some general cause off dissatisfaction
alienates:them, together with the surrounding colonies, and leaves them part of an English


