
SIN J. J. C. ABBOTT

linally escaped «ici-oss the country over the borcler into Caiia(la. They
were arrested ininiediately, on the requisition of the United States

Government, for niurder an(l robberv, ancl their extradition was de-
niandeci.

Their pretelision was that they liad attacked St-Albails asa cliver-
sion in the hope of relieving to sorne extent the arniv defending- Ricli-

mond from the pressure of the Northerti troops.

'l'lie Caliaclian Goveninielit paid back the nioney stolen, and gave
ever% facility to the United States Govertinient in the attempt to ex-
traclite the prisoners, and NIr. Abbott, Mr. Laflamnie, and INIr. Kerr

(lefended theni on the cyrotind tliat the%. were belli gerents, and not

criminals. The proceedings were draniatic. 'l'lie magistrate, in the
first place, (liscliarged the prisoners, who clispersed iii various direc-

dons, but finaliv many of thern were re-captured on a fresh warrant,
and proceedings were re-commenced and contintied for about four

nionths, during which time one of the Attorney,; of Record macle his

way to Riclinion(l througli the Aniericail liiies,ýtt;cl obtained certificates

froni Secretary-at-War Benjamin, showing the identity of the nien
and the fact of" tlieir bein r soldiers in the Conféderate arniv. The re-
sult %vas that thev were lield to be belligerents, and were discliarged.

This case made a clyreat cleal of stir, both in Canacla and the

United States, anci the record of it is cited in various Englisli publica-

tions on the subject. The Confecierates involveci in it returned to

their native country when peace was proclainied, and several of theni

attained distinction in the South. Captain Vouncr is now a grave

railway president-, e\ercisin.- nitich influence in railwav niatters in the

Soutliern States.

About this tinie, iS62, Mr. Abbott be-an his connection with the

systeni of rýtil\%?ays, which culminated in the Canadian Paciric Rail-

way, bv his appointinent to the office of President of the Canada

Central Railway. Under his auspices, a connection \vas macle be-

tween the Brockville and Ottawa Railway under the name of the

Canada Central Railwav, and the line %vas exten(led as far westward

as Pembrolze. It \vas his connection with this railway that first drew

Mr. Abbott's attention to the great scheme of a railway across the

continent. Froni the beginning, lie pressed in public speeches and

otherwise the idea that the Canada Central %vas susceptible of in-

definite extension until it reached the Pacific Ocean, and that it niýcl>,Iit


