
rrII WEEK. 'LF!'muni ~It 1h, 1881.

CURRENT E VENTS AND OPINIONS.

TuE Bystander Papers " are not editoriai, but the opinions, axpressed witbout
raserva, of an individual writer. ihosa wbo bold the opposite opinions ara aqually
at liberty to advocate their views in the columna of this journal. It was the special
objeot of the founders of TISE WEEK to provide a perfectly free conrt for Canadian dis-
cussion. -EîTRom.

ATTENTION is called to French Parties by the physical deatli-long pre-

ceded b>' the moral deatb-of the lJDanton of the Second Empire," M. Roulier.

Let not science undervalue the power of imagination in human affaira.

In France two legends have exerted an immense as well as a most sinister

influence. One is the Napoleonie legend, to whiclh Rouher, like Morny,

Fleur>' and Persigny owed his elevation. This, embodied in the lying

volumes of Thiers, overturned the constitutional. monarchy, gave birth to

the second empire xith ail its villainy and corruption, brouglit upon France

the war with Gernian>', and still seriously disquiets the republic. The

other is the revolutionar>' legend of which the hagiographers are Lamartine,

Louis Blanc and other writers of that school, the greatest fabler of al

being perhaps Louis Blanc. To the influence of this legend Frenchi Society

owes haif a century of disturbance, the batties of June, tise wreck of the

Republic of 1848, and the hideous episo(iC of the Commune. The Commune

has been carefully studied b)y the writer of Les Con>vu7sions (le Paris, and

if lis conscientiounees equals biis minuteness, there eau be no doubt as to

the dharacter of the outhreak or the degree of sympathy which it deserves.

Suffering there was of course, and suffering, even if it be largel>' tise

retributive offipring of i(lleness and intemperaiioe, always demands our pity,

and always proclainis tle (Inty of social reform. But, of enthusiasm, even

the most micguided, which could dlaimi the sliglitest respect, there seems

scarcel>' to have been a particle ; nothing appears but mania at beet, wvhile

the predosninating elements are cavager>', felon>', greed and absinthe. A

commnnity lu the liands of sucs regerserators of societ>' would be a bedlami

and a slaughter house, as Paris under the commune was. But tise influence

of the revolutionary legend is snanifest. Everybody le inimnicking soel

actor in the ecenes of the Terror. There are tîsose for whomn Robespierre

Couthon and St. Just are too mild, and too little men of action : no models

wili serve tisem but Marat amui Hebert. Imagination enjoye great

latitude, for the mien of tise first revolutiosi passed over the historie stage

like a crowd of gliosts in Dante's Purgator>', hurried along in the driving

storm so rapidly thnt individmal scrutiny is impossible. Scarcel' lias

history time to brimsg the telescope to bear on any figure before it lias passed

beyond the field of vision. Thue there is uniimited scope for romance, as

Lamartine and Louis Blanc have sliown. Even tise faces ha.ve aimost become

mythical. The beaut>' of Madame Roland and Barbaroux is not entirel>'

beyond question. Madame B., an Ultra-Jacobin lady, and about the oui>'

memoir-writer of the part>', if indeed a stream of Jacobin sentiment witli

hardly an>' facts can be called usemoirs, <lescribes the features of Robes pierre,

wlio dined at lier Isouse, as so attractive that nature could have formcd

themn only to express a noble sou]. Serient, ex-secretar>' of the Jacobin

Club, who lived ncarly to a hsundred, and passed hic old age at Nice, used

in conversation to describe the saine features as unspeakab>' men and

repulsive. Napoleoss's portrait is probaly idealizcd. Lord Rusesell, who

saw hlmr at Elba, appeared to have 1een cîsiefl>' struck b)y luis extreme

obesit>' and the evii expression of his eye; and as the young Whig wns a

worshipper ha is not likel>' to have usderrated the iseaît>' of the idol. The

spei1 of the revolutionar>' legend seenîs not to have survived thecaetas-

trophy> of the Commune. Frenchi Socialiste and Anarchiste at present do

not talk m-ue 1 about Robespierre and M\'arat. But the Napoleonie legcnd

has thc grcest advantage of being indissolubl' <qtwined witls the miilitar>'

vanit>' whicli is tie leading passion of thse people, at lenet of that section

which inspires literature and usoulds opimnion. The departure of Rouher

nmarks the final exit from the stage of the group of wvhicls lie was not the

mnost disreputnble usesmîber, but tise columun stili stands on tise Place Ven-

dome, and thore is lu Bonapartissa a lingering spark of vitalit>' whicis the

factions and follies of the republicans mn>' yet chani into renewed life.

As it is in Great Britain, Canada nnd tie United States, sO it is in

Australia, and in ever>' Anglo-Saxomi polit>' in wlsidh a bod>' of Irishi Catho-

lies exists. Ail are threatened b>' the cause peril. Iu Australia the>' are

now discussing fthc subi ect of eloctoral reform. The auflior of a ver>' caro-

fui essa>' on the subjeet in the Me1bourne Reviey dwells on fie evils con-

nected with the balance of parties and flic perpetual swinging of flie

politicai pendulum. "This state of thinigs," lie says, " is aggravated in

Victoria by tise existence of tise Catholie vote, whicli is used to defeat

ministry nfter ninistry. Parties are generaîl>' pretty eveni>' divided, and

the Catholic vote unites now with one side, and now -Nitli the other, Our

political system, will neyer acquire stability so lonig as the electoral law

leaves such immense power in the hands of a discontented rninority." Sucli

power, however, will be left in the hands of a discontcnted or self-seeking
miinority so long as the party system and, with it, the fell necessity of

flnding or buying support for a party continue to exist. The conduct of

the Catholic Irish, or of the main body of thcmn (for, of course, there are

exceptions not a few) is perfectly natural on their part, whule it is frauglit
with ruin to the state. The churcli of wvhich. tbey are the liegemien, and

which forms at once the object of their religious devotion and the bond of
union among thern as a race, is and cannot possibly help being the miortal

enemy of Protestant civilization, on the organic prînciple of which the

Encyclical and the Syllabus expressly lay their ban. An Irish Catholic, of
the distinct type, may by the softening' influence of social and commercial

intercourse be made, and often is made, like othcr citizens in ail his per-

sonal relations ; but, politically, lie is not like other citizens ;lie is not, in

the proper scnse of the terni, a citizen at ail, Hie possesses the suffra ge

like the rest of us ; but lie uses it not in the interest of the commonlwealth,

or of any party in the commonwealth, but in the interest of lis churcli and

race. Regarding the rest of us politically almost as aliens, in the inidst of
whomn they are encamped, the liegemen of Rlome take acîvantage of our fac-

tions divisions,' to bring us ail undcr their yoke and compel us to be the

instruments of our own political destruction. In this they resemble the

Slave-owners, who by playing off parties in the Free States against each

other made themselves inasters of the Union and secure(l the interest of
their peculiar institution. The same bypocritical servility is displayed hy

our politicians in cringing to the Catholic, as was displayed l)y tIse NTortherli

politicians in cringing to the Southern vote ; and the end of those whO

thus sell themnselves and truck the welfare of the comimonwealth for the

means of climibing inito power will be the saine iii the second case as it wvas

in the first. Ail this affected symipathy with the Terrorist rebellion in the

('atsolic provinces of Irelan(l is, as everybody wlio is not blind must see,
the mask of a party which is angling for the Catmolic vote. As in the

UTnited States, when the power of slavery was advancing with giant strides,

so ini these communities of ours, those wvlo point out the growing danger

are branded as disturbers of public barniony. The cry of peace is raised

where there is no peace or hope of peace, except in timely, united and flii

resistauce. Another irrepressible conflict begins to cast its growing shadoW

over the scene. If wo wish, as every good citizen must earnestly wish,

to avert a struggle, our course is clear. We are net called upon in an>'

way to curtail Irish rigbts or to withhold a particle of our sympathy fronm

Irish sufferings. We have only to quell the divisions among ourselves by

which the hostile influence reigus, put an end to our senseless factions,

set the country above party, and let the inanoeuvring leaders of Irish

Catholicismn sec that they have nothing to rely on but their own force,

of the inefficiency of whichi to reduce us to political bondage thcy will

ver>' spccdify be cunvinced. A BYSTANDEII.

Il ERE? AND I) EE

I N an editorial synopsis of the character aii( work of the late WVendel,

Phullips, the New Y'ork Tribune points out that Northerners who advocated

emnancipation before the war were (letested, not so mnucli because the rig-ht

to hold slaves was believed iii, as because aI itation was4 bad for trade. Th'

resuit wvas that Mr. Phullips' violent attacks made hua a social outcast, a
political Ishmaeiite, and virtually an enemny of society. We give th'

foliowing cutting, not on]>' as comiing froiu a Journal always opposed tO

slaver>' and, thereforc, friend>' to Mr. Phillips on that question, but as a1
sample of keener writing than. is usually found in American papers :

IWe say thesa things not to disparage Mr. Phillipý ; nobody questions the valole
of bis services ; but to explain why it is that after slavery bad been abolished lie
found himself so often at.-war wjth society. To lie at war with society was bis nornma 1

state for balf a century. At the beginning of his career he thought that ha saw il,
ail the bulwarks of society, in the cbnrch, the scbool, the university, the Pro5'
the ballot, the legisiature. the organization of industry, the conven1tiOnslities of life,
one vast compact witb hall ; everytbing that was, wvas wrong; tise first princiPlo O
buman rights, that man shall own himself. could only ha sccured by attacking th"
general fabric of American civilization. That he was proved wrong, in one 00ilîe
after another, did nlot tend to soften bis tamper. He wrangled over the avents which5j
if they discredited bis metbods, were the triumphant vindication of bis purpose; à
at the end of the anti-slavery agitation he was hardly Iess hostile te tise estabiisb5ed
order of tbings than ha bad heen wlien the " 1broad-clotb mob " was dragging Garrisofl
through the streets with a rope around his body. Like many other aposties of 0one
great idea, ha had a very imperfeet comprebension of matters outside bis special îsle
of thought. Thus, with the disposition grown inveterate to regard the existinag
arrangements of society as davices for oppression, it is not surprising tbat he tb're<
himsaif into one sehema of wild agitation after another, and brouglit to the Service
of visionaries and demagogues that unique combination of fervour, aleganca, adroit'
ness, integrity, bigb-mindadnass, and fertility in vituperation wbicb made hiffl tile
most remarkabie orator of our times. Ha bas kapt vary quear company of ]ate Ye
and snstainad vary bad causas ; but nohody bas aver donbtad the purity of b' 1
tentions. His errors wiil soon ha forgottan ; bis tbirty years' war for freedom n
lreap bis mamory green,"


