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Notes from England.

(From our own Correspondent.)

We are cnnstantly seoing suggestions in
the drug fjournals that manuf.tcturers of
proprietary preparatiohn esliould meet the
druggists by supplying $20 worth of their
articles at their lowest rates. This is a
method which is stated to have been
adopted by Peari for thcir snaps for sov-
eral years and the resuit lias been very
satisfactory. Many druggists mnake it a
ruie never ta stock new preparations un-
til they are absolutely obliged by their
custoners. Tihis plan, if generally adopt.
ed, would place ail tradesmen on the level
with stores, etc., but it is impossible to
expect that it wili be universally approv.
ed. This attempt to (lo business direct
with the manufacturer fails because the
manufacturer naturally prefers one or two
large accounts with the patent mnedicino
houses to several lundred snail accounts
aIl oer the country. The only way in
which it could be accomplished is by the
co-operation of druggists thenmselves Thus
if ail the druggists ina a town wero to put
their orders together they could frequent-
ly buy on the saute terms as the best
wholsale firms. In one part of London I
know of four neiglboring druggists who
have done this for years, not only with
patents or proprietaries, but with drugs.
The saving eflected in the year has been
very considerable. They inake out their
list of wants for a month, unite them to.
gether, and submit thent to one or two
-leading firms, and the lowest quotation ri
accepted. The result is naturally inutual-
ly satisfactory.

Soie idea of the method by which tie
"cutting" drug stores manage to flourish
bas been revealed by a correspondent to a
newspaper. Attracted by an advertiso-
ment of cheap drugs, le proceeded ta tie
store and noticed a large poster whiich
stated that Epsom Salts were only 2 cents
per lb. Not requiring a dose for cattle,
he asked for a small packet and was ina.
formied the pricet was tie samne. Not sat-
iblied with this, thre. assistant strongly
urged him not to take "suclh nauseous,
griping stuff as Epsom Saits, but to-try
their Cascara sys:up," which, it was added,
was identical with Siegel's Syrup. The
-result was that he paid 24 cents for the
imitation syrup when lie could have pro-
cured the genuine article at the same shop
for 20 cents. .

According to a decision of some local
justices, a pharmacist who is engaged
as teacher of pharmacy, or as labora-
tory manager to a wholesile firn,
or manager of a hospital dispensary, is not
engaged in the practice of pharmîacy. It
arose in this way. The clemuist to Messrs.
Burrouglhs, Wellcomen & Co, who appears
to be a pharmaceutical chemist, found his
name on the register of those fiable to
jury service. Now, according to the Jur-
iès' Act, pharmaceutical chemists "in
actual practice" are exèmpt from service.
He thereforie applied: for release,.,but was
met with the above expression of opinion.

Curiously enough, the Secretary of the
Pharmaceutical Society aise went out of
his way to assure tiis gentleman that, in
his opinion, he was not practising phar-
uacy. Titis was ratier rougîh upon him,
as at least lie might have expected that
the Society shoud support him in his con-
tention. It certainly sects ludicrous
that hair.splitting should take place upon
suclh a subject, but titis is very close toit.
A doctor is not deprived of hais riglt of
claiming exemption because lie prefers a
hospital appointmtent to a consulting prac.
tice. The conundrunm, when is a pharma.
ceutical chemist not a pharmacist? will
have to be aiswored, whten lie is engaged
in any of the higher branches of bis call-
ing.

The annul. exhibition of tha brewing
and allied industries is always of interest
to pharmacists, as the goods shown are of
very varied use tand description. I have
just returned froin a careful inspection of
tie present exhibition just concluding at
the Agricultural Hîalil. Quite apart from
beu- and barrais. there is muci interest-
ing machinery and appliances to be seen,
whilst the mineral water industry each
year occupies mor. space and greater
prominence. It is because of tie mineral
water makers being present, I suppose,
that soue of tea anufacturing chernists,
who make soluble and fruit essences a.
specialty, are also exhibiting. Amongst
the latter are Messrs. Bush & Co., Steven.
son & Iowell, Martin Perles, of Mesia,
and many others. Ail of these have
bright displays of essential oils and soluble
essences. Disinfectants are also repre-
sented by sanitas and its jinio rival, izal.
Why disnfectants should claim to appear
in a brewers' exhibition, it is diflicult te
say. Probably the Extract of Meat peo.
pie, like Armour, Brand, Masoni, Booril,
etc., claim that their preparations are the
hot drinks of th'e winter semson. lI the
mneliuery portion I noticed Gardner's
mixing and sieving machines, whiich are
extremnely handy for pharmnacists who
have a large trade ini powders, icquired to
be iixed. They claun that 1 oz. of tur-
meric added to 56 Ibs. of flour and passed
througli their machine will emerge in a
few minutes A uniformt pale yellow tint.
The automatic weighing machine is aise
very useful where packets of goods lik-e
Epsom saits, granular effervescmig prepar.
ations, &c., require to be put up in large
nuubers at a tinte. Bottle washiug
mnachines are also innumerable, and one of
special utility, inasmuch as it really wash-
es and not rinses the bottles, was exhibit-
ed by T. Mills, of Anlaby Road. Rull.
This consists of a wheel which rapidly
rotates the brushi under water, Lite bottle
being held by tie hand. As the bottle is
pressed forward the brusi cleanses ail tute
inside perfectly.

In connection with essence of lemons,
the attempt to sei it by a chemical- stan-
dard of about 8 per cent. of citral, is
openly derided by the leading bouses. It
appears that this arbitrary standard was
fixed by a couple of ente'rprising analyti-
cal chemists, whose business methods of

writing analytical puffs I have drawn at.
tention to before. They are very anxious
to assist the trade by supplying analytical
reports of a, favorable charactei -for a
consideration. lu connection with essence
of lemons, without any practical know.
ledgo of the industry and merely upon the
examination of specimnens supplied to
threm, they suggested thtis standard, which
nio one of leading importance recognizes.
Whilst the application of chemical test*
for adulterations is of immense impor-
tance, the noin and mouat temain the
principal reliable reagents for determining
the quality of essence of leimons when
adulteration has been proven ta be absedt.
After ail, the mîatter is simple enough, as
although adultertation undoubtedly takes
place with the cheaper produce of disrepu.
table houses, the universal diluent is tur-
pentine shipped direct fromt Bordeaux to
Messina. No vast ainount of anaivtical
talent is required to detect any consider-
able proportion of turpentine, and it is an
indisputablo fact that a guarantee of 8
per cent. of citral in an essence of lemnon
is by no mneans indicative of the entire
absence of turpentine

The production of diphtheria antitoxin
sorun is now being undertaken by the
British Institute of Proventive Medicine.
Already one horse is supplying a consid-
erable quantity of serum and another
will shortly ho ready. As the work is
under th supervision of Sir Joseph Lister,
P. R. S., and is carried on without regard
to profit, the genuino article will shortly
be offered in quantity at about one-tenth
of the price charged by the continental
makers. This will be a boon to the poor
in our hospitals and elsewhere.

Formalin. the name given by Schering's
to a'. 40 pur cent. solution of formitc alde.
hyde in water, is attracting some atten-
tion. It is a powerful antiseptic and de.
odorant and is euployed at the hospitals,
particularly in the post mortem depart-
ments. It has the special advàntage of
not injuring metais, wood or linen, whilst
its gernicidal properties have been proved
when diluted so that it contains but 1 per
cent. of fornalin. It is besideis, a cheap
disinfectant, as it is supplied in 1-oz. glass
bottles at 60 cents. per doz., or in gallon
jars a. $5 each.

The eternal rage for highly-concentrat-
ed preparations is illustrated by the latest
liquor for the extemporanaus produc-
tion of Easton's syrup. Messrs. Cooper
& Co. have introduced a liquor, Eastoni,
which is stated to mix with, syrup of
phosphate of.iron, in the proportion of 1
part of liquor to 7 parts of syrup, and
form tie B. P. C. Syrup Eastoni. Pre.
viously manufacturers appear to have
been satisfied with a 1-3 article, but the
tendency to further concentration is well
illustrated by this latest novelty.

Motion has been conveyed by electrio
wirès a distancé of 120 miles.

. Edison claims it to be possible to meas-
ure the millionth part of a second.
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