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TRUTH'S MUSINGS.
The unfurtunate burning of the beauti-
ful Erakino Presbyterinn Chureh i this
city en Sunday afternoon Jast has had, at
least, the ene good effoct of giving addi-
tional evidenco of tho liberal and fraternal
spitit now oxisting among muny of the
Protestanst denominations.  The nextday
after the fire there was a meeting of the
official members and lettors wero read
from six or seven sistor churches, ropre-
senting almost as many denominations,
offering accommodation for worship to the
Eiskine congregation during their tem-
purary homelessness.  The ofter of asmall
Methadise church ont Elit street was ac-
cepted, and there Dr. Smith will ministor
to his people until Erskine can be re-
built,

Sir John A. Macdonald dida very cred
itable thing for himself in frankly ac-
knowledging in tho debate on tho Address
in the House that he was in error in
speaking as  coufidently as ho did last
sear in regard to the worthlessness of the
Provincial Licenso Acts.  Referring to
the racent Privy Couneil judgment in the
Haodges case ho admits he was somowhat
in error, and is not infallible anyway.
There is only one man in the world that
mang suppose to be infalliblo, and when
errars ar¢ made it is more creditable to
frankly acknowledge them, though it may
somewhat gall the “Old Adun” of our
nature.  Sir Joln does naf now appear to
care tu stake his reputation on declaring
either the Crooks Act or the McCarthy
Act unconstitutional, and he takes grim
satisfaction in challenging Mr, Blako to
dase cither. It looks as though goud
vonstitutimal  authorities are in a fog,
cien yo, wa regard to the whele matter.,
The doubts are so grave, hvwever, that it
15 ot probablo the Ottawa Government
will take any decided steps towards the
general enforcement of their now liceuse
Law,

The Hitawa Government will probably
trd 1t a4 difhdult matter to deal with the
Canadian Paciic Railway  Company at
Uhis Scaston an - manner at once satisfae-
tory to the country and ta the company.
Itis qute evident that the Company is
wow anconsdermble struts for want of
1eady moncy, and its own honds annot
te satifactonly suld su as to conuuand
what may be requred.  The sutention
13 evadently to call upon the country for
assstance under the circumstances, and
such acall must by met in somo  way.
The fecluzof the country s that the
Comapany sceured acapital hargan in the
begiag and 1t ought to get threugh
with that.  Ono reason why wany were
vontent ta give such a good bargaimn was
that probally that would bio tho end of
the whole matter.  Un die other hand
the Compauy have, so far, very fathfully
and henombly performed  their part of
the conlract and tho road has been push-

ced on towards completien much more
mpidly than was eapected, and the read
hag boen built in a better manner.  To
withhold aid just now might involve a
wood deal of loss to the Doentinion as well
as to the Company and put back for years
a great national work that it is desirable
to have cowploted at the cavliest practic-
able momont, To allow the gigantic work
to como to a stand still for wanut of asuch
aid as the government has it in its power
to give would bo epon to serivus consure,
and on the other hand to give very much
additional aid to such a good bargain
would not be approved of. Tho difticulty
must, howoever, be grappled with.

Probably a great reason why the Can-
adian Pacitic is now urgently in need ot
aid is because 80 much of the available
funds have been expended in purchasing
up oxisting lines of road, toact as feedors,
mstead of paying oxclusive attention to
its own immediate work on tho mein line.
Millions uf dollars havo gonoin that way,
and much of this money has been 80 ox-
pended as to mako the Company a for-
midable rival to old established roads,
and to make it 2 more powoerful monoply,
possibly to the people’s disadvantage in
years to como. The people have moro
reason to deal cautiously with the Com-
pany because of the great dauger of es-
tablishing an immense monoepoly than on
any other ground.  1f a now bargain has
now to be made, or new terms agreed up-
ony, 1t wonld bo  wise thing on the part of
the Government to sceuro a better g aar-
antee to the people than now cxists
agamst e possibility of a grinding rail-
way monopoly.

Canada has already had a gaod deal of
experience in granting aid to railways.
In almost cvery mstance a good deal moro
money has been required in the end than
was eapected at the beginning. This
was certunly the cuso in regard to the
Grand Trunk, the Intercolonial, the
Great Western, the Northern, and nearly
every existing line of much jmportanco
now in cxistence in the country. Mil-
lions more were given in the shape of
bonus schemes than was originally agreed
upon, and milliony of honus wore never
repaid, nor is it now expected that they
ever will be, but yet we have few sluewd
business men toaday whoe are not well
convinced that m the interests of the
country the money was all expended, if
these reads could 1ot have been produced
i some other way.,  Even should it now
be found snecessary to give considerable
additienal advantages to the C. . R, it
may be questioned if, in the long run,
such an unutenso railway as is necessary
to span Canada frem weean Lo ocean could
have been otherwise procured so casily
and 8o hicaply by the people.

_Tho House of Commons, at Ottawa, is
now setting a good oxample for the On
tario Legislature te follow in the matter
of business expedition, Not enc hal the
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usul amount of timo has beon unneces.
sarily fritted away on moro proliminaries
as has ofton been thoe case at the cpening
of scasions.  Within the first four bLusi-
ness days of the session the dobate to <he
address was all ovor, the most important
yearly returna wero in the hands of the
members, such as the Trade and Naviga-
tion, the Inland Revonue and the Public
Accounts, and somo of the most import.
ant measures of the sossion, such as tho
Franchiso Bill, wore Jaid bofore tho
House. 1f the mombors are not, there-
foro, hard at work, it is not for want of
subjects for study and information. This
is just ns it should be. When two hund-
red of tho ropresontative men of the Do-
ninion get togothoer for actual business it
is annoying and disgusting to sce them
waste days and days in useless talk and
unnecessary delay, Our Toronto Legis-
lators will have to look to their laurols or
thoy may appear to a disadvantage com.
pared to Ottawa this year in regard to the
matter of practical business expedition,

Pctitions aro being circulated and
signed by the licensed liquor seller:
throughout Ontario, praying the Pro-
vincial Leguslaturo to extend tho legal
hiowrs of hquor gelling from 7 o'clock un-
til 9 on Saturday mghts.  Trurnt is not
at all m the secrets of the Provincial Gov.
ernment, or of the legislature, but it does
not hesitate ono  moument to predict that
no such amendment will be made. Trery
further ventures to prophesy that what-
over amendmonts may be made in our
present licenso laws will bo in the diree”
tion of mcreased stringency.  Whoever
ubserves the signs of the times cannot fail
t mnote the progress of public opin-
1on all the time towards narrowing in tho
hounds of the drink traflic as far as ap-
pears at all practicable.  Whatever gos-
ernment or party, especially in Ontario,
would undertake to relax the presont re-
strictive liquor laws, would soon find
that a wmost scrious blunder had beon
connitted.  Political parties depend en-
tirely for success on pupular sympathy
and support, and thoy do not find itsafo
to fly i the fuce of well established pub-
lic opinion.

Treri's decided opmion is that the
Liceused Victuallers may yet find thoy
made  mistako m opemng up the ques-
tion of amendang the hicenso laws at all.
1t would hesaferto let sleeping dogs lio, if
they are found to be asleep o willing to
Jio still atall, m this matter. That in-
creased hours of sale on Naturday nights
tend to an incrcased amount of sclling
is just what tho agitators m this caso
mean.  Tho pubhic understands well
cnongh that ncreased selhng means m-
creased drinking, and thereforo an in-
creased amount of drunkenness, and that
15 Just. what the public wants to sce avoid-
ed. T'ublic opinion must take a material
chango of divection before it will consent
to any backward movement in regard to
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restrictivo Jaws respecting the liquor
traflic, Itis not probable that tho (-
tario Govornmont would relax these if
thoy could, and it is not at all probably
that thoy could if they would, in view of
tho state of feoling in tho House and in
the country,

It has been a common  bolief for some
yoars past that tho personul habits of n
considerablo numbor of the leading men
in the Washington Congress are vory in-
tomperate. That some of them arodown.
right drunkards, appesrs to bo well un-
derstood. Tho worst of it is that things
appear to bo growing worse in this ro-
spect, notwithstanding the advancement
of tomperanco views protty genorally.
During the past fow days facts havo
been laid bare, showing that though it
has been astanding rulo of tho Houso that
no intoxicating liquors shall be sold or
supplied m tho rofreshment rooms within
its precints, yct mombers havoall the
time ovaded the rule by calling for *‘cold
tea,” and having all the liquors they
cared for supplied to thom in tea cups.
Such contemptible evasionsare simply
disgraceful.  Ycars ago there was i sun-
ilar stato of things at Ottawa. Tho pub-
lic was given to unddrstand, by standing
resolutions of tho House, that no liquors
wero allowed to be sold i the Commons
refreshmont rooms, but a good many
M.DP.’s had appetiticstoo strong toho con-
trolled by self-rospect and quito a brisk
undorhand trade wont on. Trurn sin-
corcly hopes things are bLettor managed
thore now. Oneo thing 18 quite evidont
in regard to Ottawa, and that 18 a much
larger proportion of the leading men, both
in the Government and in the Opposition,
aro total abstainers.

Bunum, tho great showman, is ovi-
dently a wise man as woll as a “‘smart”
one. Ho has now grown old and feels it
is time to mako tho neccessary arrange-
monts for the disposal of his property
when he is dead. It is said that ho is
estimated to bo worth somewhere be-
tween ten and fifteen million dollars. As
tho ostates of so many millanairos, espee-
wily in tho United States, have been
largely squandercd in fighting in the law
courts, Mr. Barnum has mado his will,
and allows its provisions to bo woll-kuown,
at the same tuno having it carcfully ox-
amined to soo if there is any legal
technicality in it. In order ta avaid the
possibiity of the usual question beinyg
raised in regard to his being sane when
the testament was oxccuted, he caused
himsolf to bo oxamrined by three doa.
torsat the timo, cach of whom swore that
ho was sound of mind and body. With
all theso precautions, the chances arothat
tho validity of his will may yot furmsh
rich payingcases for somo smart Yaukeo
lawyers. Tens of thousands of dollars of
tho groat estato of tho Iate A T,
Stewart hias had te bo expended toman.
tain the validity of his will,



