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ARLIAMENT will
s BoX0) | soon meet again to discuss
=S &7 the question of Confeder-

A\ ation. What has been
done since the last session

A\

pablic the trae aspects of our
- laws on common school edu-
cation ?  We know that, op-

posing themselves to sny improvement, the |

Roman Catholic Hierarchy maintain their
ground by the mere force of possession of
the power necessarily belonging to those
who have the control of the fronds, and who
exercise the superintendence over the

3~ closed. to bring before the |

single step has been taken, nothing has
been done to call public attention to the
real question 2t issme, to concentrate the
aims and efforts of those who are dissatis-
fied, and justly so, with the present posi-
tion of educational management. Great
danger exists that, by the continued apathy
of those who ought to take the lead in
maiters of this kind, the present illegal
assamption of the funds by the Roman
Catholics will become legalised and perma-
nent. DBeside a body banded together
under one leader, and, bowever wmuch

divided among themselves on other points,
united in the determination to hold controi

various officials connected with this depart- | of the funds 2nd managemest of the Board
meat of the public service.  We have; of Education, what has the organi-ation on
already pointed out the false move which | the other side to show ? Two or three
we beliese to have been made by the Com- | meetings, a number of circalars, an appli-
mittez who took this question into con- ; cation to Parliament, and ther a total
sideration. Events, happening every day ‘ cessation of cvergthing like effort.  Arewe
orly the more strongly confirn us in the | prepared, this baving been the course
belief we bave heretofore expressed that, | adopted, to have this question settled in
instead of assuming the title of Committee | the present Parliament 7 1f so, what are
for Protestant Education in Lower Canada, | the terms we expect to get? Are we to
it would have been much better. and the | go asking that as a favour which we ought
gcheme wounld have been more likely to i to demand 2as a right? The Romish
suceeed if the Committee had fairly stated | power has alwags hitherto takea high
the question s one between the inhabitants | ground.  The cclebrated Eneyelical letter
of Lower Canada who desire to carry oat | shewed thot its clsims are still as arregant
the Common School laws in their integrity, i as ever.  In France, [taly, Belgiem, even
and theose who insist opon apprupriating ! in Spain, the power of the priests bas been
the fands for this cbject to schools which | carbed, their privileges restricted, their
are in no sense of the term Common Schools, | claims resisted, and themseives brought
bat which are sectarizn instituticns, de- | more under the control of the civil power, |
sigaed to promote the progress of a form  which, heretofore, they had attempted to
of religien which we are bound to held 2s a ; defy. It is 2 strange specizcle to sce the
corrapt and apastate branch of the Church * British popalation, in a British colony,
of Christ. Even supposing, however, that ' abselutely suing for some little consider-
the cbjection we have made to the consti- ' ation at the hands of a moc whom they
taticn of the Commiutee be groundless, | have conguered. If the questien of
there remains the charge of being satisied | education is to be settled in this Parha-
with the isolated cfforts they have made | ment, it is time some steps were taken to
agaiest agaressions which are contintal and | aseertain upoa what basis the settlemcat 13
persistent. Since Parliament closed, not 3 | to be made.




