
THE CANADIAN INDEPENDENT.

NOTES. -W ilderness of En-gedi: A wild, desolate Ver. io.-This day thine e'yes have seen:* Saut
and mountainous district on the western coast of the Dead bas just left the cave ; and now hie sees David standing it
Sea. and about thirty.flve miles ro tiOc wuth-east of jerusa. the samne cave's moutb. There coutd be no doubt about bis
lem. Rocks of the wild goats: Sorne r)o)nts in this narrow escape. 1 will not put forth mine hand
wilderness of En-gedi that ibound in4 high, stel cliffs, ter- iagainst my lord - Saul bad not been so mercifut. But
rible precipices and deep gorges. It rcceived its name. no David's rule ivas to please God, and not bis own passion,-.
doubt, from the fact that it was a place of resort for the ibex Ver. i i.-Yea, see the skirt of thy robe : hie ap-
or Syrian wiid-goat. Sheep-cotes: The caves, of which peats to this, to show how near to Saut hie had been, and yeî
tbis region is fult, were used by the shepticrds to iodge ttîeir badnfot stain him. Yet thou huntest my sr, .1: with.
sbeep in, shietter them (roui the heat of noonday and fromn out a cause, Saut sought David's death. "lSoul ' is here to
storms. be taken in the sense of "lIife."

1. Pursuit of David.-Ver. i.-Saul was re- Ver. i2.-The Lord judge: David woutd teave it to
turned:- going back to his capital, Gibuah of Benjamin. God to decide roatters between them. Aveiîge me of
The wilderness of En-gedi ,on the western side of the thee : flot wisbing for vengence, but simply that the Lord
Dead Sea. The site of the ancient town is identifled by a would take bis part. Sec the use of this word in the Ner,
fine founitaàn ("iFountain of the Kid"), and some ruins. Testament-parabte of the unjust judge (" do me justice'>,

Ver. 2.-Three thousand chosen men.: chose thcm Ver. i3. - Wickedness proceedeth fromn the
from the army with which lie tîad pursued the Philistines. wicked:. There wcrc more ancient times than those s.
Miscrabte work for brave mnen ! Rocks of the wild David. This was an otd proverb, mieaning *' A wicle6-
igoats : the name En.cdi suggested goats ; and, no doubt, mani may be expectcd to do a wicked thing; but Z witt no.
wild goats were there found-as even occasionally now. do this wicked thing 1"'
(See Robinson.) Ver 14.-Af ter whomn dost thou pursue ? Dav:

Vev. 3.-To the sheep-cotes: enctosures connected compared himself to "a dcad dog," which could bite an

great numbcrs-werc used in storras and cotd to setter sheep. 'nificant ; and hints that hunting sucb was bcncath the wi.
Douhttess David was wett acquminted with mo-st of these dom and dignity of a king.
caves. Saut went in:. Saut entered the vcry cave whcre Ver. i5.-The Lord therefore be judge . he lcavt
David was. Qne entering a cave can see nothing at flrst, bis case with God. Ptead my cause: the samne purpo:
but those within cao see toward the tigbt quiet vetl. Saut as 1bv."vnem. oho idcie u m~
saw no one, but was seen. In the sides of the cave -fut trust in God.
Caves are generatly very irregutar in their outlines, and men IV.-SAUL'S CON FESSIONJ.-Vcr. z6.-Saul lifted u;

cout easly cncet tbmscles.his voice arnd wept : bie wms overconie by the generos:
II.-DAVID SPARING fis IENEMY.-Ver. 4.-The men of David. D)avid dîd as hie woutd be done by-be spar

of David said to him: there waswbispering in the depths Saul's tife. Saut did according to bis own cvil nature: -a
of the cave. Dmvid's men, knowing something of lhe Lord's woutd have killecf David. But a truc repenteoce dues n
promises to David, judged that this was opportur ity to go back again, as in the case of Saul, to the old sins.
kilt Saul, and seize the kingdom, mand bring these promises to Ver. 17.-Thou art more righteous than 1 : S
pass. But we must flot 'l do evil that good may come." could flot but acknowtcIdge how much bettes David Ê
And cut off the skirt of Saul's robe : we must sup.-acc hnbmcf fe i ebdacnine n o
pose he bad laid aside lis robe or upper garment. David pro- 1imtedtanhwedt:ly Spierit o ie biconcince.ado
babty with bis s-word (swords are vcry sharp in the ESast;jm loe h_ oySirtt ud i osine
our sotdiers kep tbeir swords very dui), stealtbitv cut offi PRACTICAL LESSONS,
a part of Saut s royat robe. The purpose wittl presently i. David made a better king (rom baving known ady
appear. 1sity. It is oftcn a bettes friend thian continued prospcrity.

Ver. 5, 6.-Jjavid's heart smote him: He wisbed
to exhibit some ez'idence of Saut's beiog in bis power ; yet
what he had donc semed now an indignit y and an injury.
And he said unto bis men : bie totd tbem bis thouglits.
Saut was king, mnd hc (David) shoutd bave respected him,
as 'il as spared his tife. Conscicntious David ! Unstable
Saut! It is not difficutt to sec whicb wve sboutd fotlow.

2. Three thousand warriors to capture David and bis f
men. Great efforts for smail ends.

3. David woutd, mît his life, be thankfut hie did flot inj:
Saul. Among aur swectcst mnemories are the instances wti
God's grace bas enabtcd us to do whmt wvas right.

4. Kindness, justice, and Christian gencrosity, wilt Jus:
themselves, even in the conscience of an enemy,

Ver. 7.-David stayed bis servants : bcld back his ____ ___

lawless followers from touching Saut. it must bave been Dec 2z3,1 D.EATHO ALADJNTA ,sr
good training for David to govern such men. And what a 71883. ) i 0F SALA1JTA .*
restraint lic must bave put on bis own impetuous spirit. GOL.DEN TExýT.--" The wicked is *driven aw
(His brother once taunted hlm about "lbis pride, and the in bis wickedness; but the righteous hath ho
haugtsdncss of bis bcart," 17 :2S.) lin bis death."-Prov,14: 32.

III.-DAVID's ADDRESS TO SAuL.-Ver. S.-Cried CONNECnION.-In aur last tesson Sautl and David par
af ter Saul - bis purpose in cutting off a part of Saut's robe in peace. But Saut soon forgot bis promises, and sou
was that lic coutd bave cvidence to prescrit to hlm that white David's life as mucli as before. David had mnany ad;
hoe might have kilcd him, lie did not ; thus sceking to dis. turcs, and much danger; and once aFmin spared Saul's:
arm Smul's hatrcd, by returning him good for cvil. David wbcn bie might bave slain him. The Philistines inu3
stooped with bis face to the earth: a safe distance Isracl in great force; and the bartte on Mounit Glboa t

probabty bing betwr-en therm, David cails to the king ; and place, as in our tesson.
wben lie looked round, David did humble obeisance, and ad- I DEFZAT AND DEATII 0F SAL. -Philistiu

dresse hirn.fougbt against Israel : for ages theze brave and pal
Ver. 9.-Wberefore bearest thou men's wordsb? fut enemnies of Isract wcrc ever ready to attack them.

David assumes (what was pcrbaps the fact) that nmen spoke flot tbey tike aur sins ?-always at war with the soul. F
standerously against him to Saut. How i-..t~cful should we' fromu before the Philistines: Saut Was dispi?-
be of aur words. I(28: 2o) and bis muen probabty had tittle heart, and 5
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