been for the actiont of the descon's pet
bear she might mever have appreciated tbe
sinfulness of the man with whom sbe was

united in boly bonds of matrimony.
¢ ‘For twenty years,’ Polly ssid to him
s she was lesving his house, ‘for twenty

cisted what & whited sepulchre you were.

Butnow 'mdone. A man who would

teach a pious dancing bear the couchee-

ocoucbes don’t deserve the ocompamionship
of a Cbristian woman. It wouldn't be leng

before you would want me to be i

short skirts and indulging in fancy dances.

Aud I've got my soul to save and my joints

are too stiff to take up such things at my

time of life.” So she left him.
*It wasn't s0 much that there was any-
thing wrong in what the bear did. Bat
the actions of that innocent-minded crea-
ture showed what compauy the deacon had
been keeping and the way he had been
enjoying himself wher he wen: to the city
on what he called buriness trips. But the
path of the tramsgressor is bard, aud now
in his declining years the sinful ceacon
finds himselt abandoned, not only by his
wife, but by the bear who had been his
pride and joy.
‘The deacon had bought tiat bear when
it was & cub and began its training early.
There’s no denying it was a bear of talents.
It could dance a clogand a heel-and-toe
shuffls and- other dances not generally in-
cluded in the repertoirc of fat,middle-aged
bears. Ituscd to go on errandsto the
store, drive t:» cows home and make itself
generally useful about the farm. When-
ever the deacon went to the store the bear
used to trudge after him. Then the bear
would sit ip a corner, not making a bit of
trouble, but listenirg as intelligently as if
it was & human bui.g. The deacon thought
the world of that bear.

‘There'’s & bear among bears,’ he used
to say proudly, ‘a bear that will make his
mark in the bear world. He's & credit to
himeelf and even more to the man who
owns him.’

*Three or four times a yesr the deacon
nsed to go to the city on business trips.
He used to take the bear with him, and
while he never gave any clear explanation
to Polly as to what his business was, she
trusted him and the bear and never sus-
pected that anything was wrong, though
there’s no depying that as a general thing
Polly was ready with her suspicions and
inclined to be a little jealons, not being as
good looking as some I could name. The
deacon always used to come home looking
pretty well worn out, but he explained to
Polly that was because he had been work:
ing so hard and bustling areund te get a
good prica for the things raised on the

‘One night about three weeks ago, just
after the deacon and the bear bad returned
from a trip to the city, Lon Atwell dropped
in at the deacon's house. The deacon was
down at 1nhe store, but for some resson the
bear had:.'t gone with him and was sitiing

in the ki‘ctea with a pious look on its
furry face. It hsppened that quite a nuni-
ber of the neighbors had called that even.
ing and L .o, baviog his fiddle with bim,
thought be would give them some tuues.
He played :wo or three favoritesand th-n
the bear srrolled in from the kitchm.
Folke slway s l ked to see the bear dance,
#0 Lon struck ap a brisk clog. But instead
of tripping lightly about the room the beer
looked at Lon with a bored expression, as
much as to say that It had gotten beyond
clog dencing. Then Lontried some other
tanes, but the vear didn't respond.

¢ ‘Maybe these dances aren’t modein
enough for him,’ r ked Lon, puzzled
fke. ‘I'll try him with a skirt dance.’

Polly protested against this, saying that
she didn’t think skirt dances were the right
thing for a deacon’s house. But Lon ex-
clamed thst the bear probably wouldn’t
know how to dance it, and that even if it
did, not baving any skirts, & wouldn’c be
inthe least improper. It seemed to me
that was & sort of queer way to decide
whether a dance was proper, but that was
what Lon said, and he having been away
to the academy and played in the city

. band, people thought be waes quite the
authority on etiquette.

‘Lon commenced plsying the music for
the skirt dance. The besr was interested
in 8 second. It commenoced to dance about
the room in & gay fashion, kicking up iis
heels in front and to the side snd back-
ward. It was interesting, if not an edify-

-—Bear.

for a deacon’s wite is improper for the

me it [ should go around trving to wave
my beels in the airP’
‘Every one agreed that they would b
considerably surprised, not to say shocked,
it Polty should take to acting in thst way.
Lon stopped playing and the bear stopped
| dsncing. Bat both of them looked com-
siderably disgruntied.
*Polly felt sort of suspicious about the
actions of that bear. The bear spent most
of its time with the deacon, and where
oould he have learned such a shocking
dauce unless in some place where the dea-
con bad taken him? And what business
did the deacon have going into any place
where a dance ot that kind was likely to be
soenP J could see Polly’s lips tighten and
I knew there was trouble abead for the
deacon. The actions of Lon Atwell put
the finishing touches on the sad business.
‘Lon was pretty dissatisfisd =t having
the skirt dancing stopped ard he wanted
to find out if the bear knew any other im—
proper Jances.
*‘Seems to me I remember another
dance that used to b« popular in the citv a
couple of years 1go,’ said Lon, in his most
innocent manner. ‘I wonder if the bear
knows how to dance it.’
‘Then Lon began playing a queer, long
drawn out sort of barbarous music. You
never saw anything affect & bear so. I:
was on its hiad feet in 8 moment, danci w
all over the :0om. But I can’t describe tue
dance. If the skirt dancing was painful to
a truly gocd rerson, this second dance was
a thousand times w-rse. The bear seem-—
ed to enjoy it thor.ughly ard that wicked
Lon Atwell - lmosc i- Il «ff Ltis chair from
laughin,
‘*Well, well’ ULon almost shouted.
‘Who would hava thought the pinia ~id

* *Stop that music this instant!” she said
%o Loa. ‘I wout permit such an exhibition
in a Christian houss. What isn't proper

deacon’s bear. What would you think of

just as she was going to give Lon Atwell
ber opinion ot him and his music the dance
stopped. And she meticed that the deas
oon had come in quietly and was standing
in the doorway with an expression that
scemed more like amused interest than
griel op bis face.
*‘Apd are you the wvemerable reprobate
who bas corrupted this innocent bear and
taught him these scandalous dances? she
saked in severe tones.
*The Deacon is 65 years old and pretty
otiff in bis legs. Ho seemed rather sur-
prised at Polly’s question.
¢ ‘Do you think that at my time of life
aad with my rheumatiem I would spend
my time gyrating about on the floor for the
purpose o! teaching a bear improper
dances ™ he asked in the most inmocent
way.
‘When Polly came to think|it over she
saw that the descon was right on this
point. He certsinly couldn’c have taught
the bear himself, he had taken him where
such dances could be seen. She told the
deacon that he was a hypocrite, & deoceiver,
and a man of sin. She said that she was
atraid that if she stayed with him any
longer she would be spoiled herself. The
deacon alluw:d Laat som> things were too
old and s.ur to s sp.iled. And then
Polly packed v her thin s sud went boma
to her people.
‘Maybe the dea:’n wasn't entirely to
blame tor things up to this powt. A goo.!
inuny ot the neighvors thought Polly wcted
pretty hastily. The deacon gave as an ex-
cuse that he had to go to the theatre and
shows in order to get acquainted with peo-
ple and make friends and customers. There
18 something in that, though it hardly seems
probable thst in ordur to sell vegetables a
@man has to attend siows 8o often that bis
bear learns to dance the couchee-couchee.
Bat for the descrtion of his pet bear, which
Let: oim alone 1 the world, orly the deacon
bimselt waas 'v 0.ama
‘Atter Po lv ictt b.m ot couree the deaccn
bad fo kot b s 1. Men tolks are
never goed bands at such work—tne

couctee-couchee?’

ance, thongh we bad all tesrd o' 1c, and if

deacon’s bear would know how to dance the jevery ' g was up.de duan.

‘None of us bad ever sce ‘hat per'orm- | that it was hs owa einfalness - n | wily

deacn.'s meals were badlv cooked, enl
I'his mada
him short tempersd  Iusieal o1 reai zin;

that were roaprnsinie tor his wite's Ienving

poor, abused bear.

bead.

dance, or the

worthy owaer.’

——————— e

ing exhibition. But Polly was scandaliz

* *If you hada™ been such a fool as to
dance ekirt danoces in front of Pelly,’ he
used to say to the bear, ‘all this would
never have happemed.’ Them he would
hit the bear a good cuff on the side of the

‘After a while the bear got so that be
didn’t want to come home nights, being
airaid of harsh words and blows from the
deacon. 8o he would stay out late and
when he did arrive home the deacon would
have to gut out of bed to let him in. Oae
nigh:, just after the deacon was enugly
tucked in bud, he hesrd the bear knocking
at the doer. Instead of letting the poor,
cold atimal in, the deacon shoved up the
window and shouted to the bear that he
would huve to siuy out all night.
get cold,’ he added, ‘you can amuse your-
self and keep warm by dancing a ekirt
or some
other of those fool performances that
brought disgrsce on yourself and your

*If you

‘Of course, the bear couldn’t dance
without music, and, after waiting out in the
cold untl he was almost frozen, he took to
the woods. And he never came back. The
deacon was beart broken when he found
his pet had left him for good. But I didn’t
fecl much sympathy for him. ¢Just like a
man,’ I said to Polly: ‘ill-treats the com-
panion of his sinful pleasures and then
wonders that he or she dout love him
forever.’’

Tie Elepncut As & Worker,
Mr. £. N. Buxton. in ciscusting the
question of the preservation of big game
in Africa, puiate ou: tae great difficulty of
protecting elophants, on sccount of the
high market valua of their tusks, and then
avers that personally be is opposed to the
destruction of elephants atall, on the
ground that, valuable as they are for their
ivory, they might be still more valusble as
weight carriers. The idea of employing
elephants as domestic animals of burden is
not new, and mary have testified to the
petient and effectiv: minner in which they
apply their enormous sirength in the ser-
vics of man

Tte Bloycls s\her 1104 A:tronoroy,
At the Yale observatory an interesting
use bas been tound jor tha bicycle wheel.
By fititg such & wheel with u series of
0paque screcue plicud st regular intervals
uid then rotating it, with the aid of g
sm: Il motor, at the raie ot trcm 30 to 50

BIRTHDAY CONGRATULATIONS.

The Origin of Writieg.

the original of the fabled ‘Labyrinth,’ says
thst the reveletions made there catty back
the existemce of written documents om
Greek s0il some eight centuries beyond the
earliest known menuments of Greek writ.
ing, and five centuries beyond the earliest
dated Pheenician record as seem om
the Moabits stone. These discoveries,
therefore, ‘place the whole question
of the origin of writing on a mnew
basis.” Mr. Evans thinks that the Cretan
hieroglyphs ex1ctly correspond with what,
in virtue of their names, we must suppose
to have been the pictarial origin:ls ot the
Phoenician letters cn which the alphabet
is based. Among these are Aleph, the
ox's head ; Beth, the house; Daleth, the
door, and so forth. This contravenes the
old theory of De Rouge that the Phoeni-
cian leiters were derived from early Egyp-
tian torms signitying quite different ob-
jects.

Breaking up a Mob,
The Chivese caretully avoid being caught
in the ram. They have a superstition that
drops of rain falling on the head breed
vermin, which with their very long hair, is
very difficult to get rid of. But they are
equally careul not to wet their feet. This
latter precaution is not due eatirely to the
teet that the soles of their shoes are made
of pasteboard and lisble to be injured by
sosking, but a bulief that soreness of the
feet is brought about by getting them damp -
In commenting on these peculiarities, Los-
lie's Weekly priats th- tollowing :
The Chinese fear of rain has sometimes
had a striking «ffact on mobs snd armies.
At the time of the massacre in 1870, at
Tientein, the mob burned the French con-
sulate, with the cathedral and the convent,
destroyed the orphacegos of the Sisters of
Charity, and murdered the consul, the
Sisters and several pricats. Then the crowd
started toward the other setdement, deter-
mined to put all foreigners to death.
The cathedral behind it was in flames,
and the mob, fresh from the torture of
nuns, was hungry for blood. It started
down the Tsku road with frensied shouts
and the beating of drums and Rongs, when
suddeply rain began to fall. Tbat was the
end of the massacre. The crowd covered
their heads and scattered.

How 01d are the Big Trees.

An age as great as 5,000 years has
sometimes been ascribed to the giant trees
of Californis. Prof. Charles E. Beassey,
of ithe University of Nebraska, regarde
this estimate as very much exaggerated.
He ssys tuat he once counted with great
care the rings of growth of a tree felled in
1853, and which was fully 24 or 25 feet in
diameter, s0 that its stump served as the
floor of a dancing pavilion. The rings
numbered 1,147, and that number would
represent the sge of the tree in yeats.
Protessor Beseey adds that he gravely
doubts whether any of the existing trees
approach the age of 2,000 years.

The Beet Beats the Sugar.Oane.
According to a recent consular report
from Magdeburg, Germany, the produc-
tion of beet-sugar in the world is now
twice as great as that of cane-sugar. This
victory ef the beet over the cane is as-
cribed to the influence of the science of
chewistry in developing she industry of
beet-sugar-makiog. This influence is espec-
ially exerted in Germany, where more than
a thousand chemists are exclusively eme
ployed in the sugar factories. The manu-
acture of beet-sugar bas taken a sudden
start in Spain since she lost her colonies in
tae war with the United States.

Trains With & Motor ut Bach Eoa,
Experiments are being made on the
Waonsee Railroad between' Berlin and
Zeblendorf, Germany, to determine the
precise value of electric propulsion as &
substitute for steam. The traidused cone
sists of eight ordinary cars and is provided
with an electric motof oar at each end, the
advantage of this arrapgement bejng that
the reversing of the train at the terminals
of the journey becomes unneosssary. Thue
fer the electric power has proved to be
about fitteen per cent cheaper than steam
pewer.
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MoSwatters—Asother duel in Kéntuckv,
MoBwitters—Both contestants killed f
MoBwatters—Neithor of thén touched ;

but six spectators ave expsoted to dig.
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The city of Mescow
oconcert hall to seat 250(
be attached to the famou
vatory,

Frusz Kreisler. the viol
at the Symphory conoe
February 6th and 9th.
Bethoven concerts.

A society has recently
Bruceels for the study o
old instrumenta and a pri
will be given this month.

Glen Hall, the Chicago
engaged by the Handel a:
of Boston for the perfc
Redemption™ on Easter S:

The Boston Herald say
a standpoint of beauty the
Miladi and The Musket:
prettieat girls in the count:

A new Spavish tenor |
Biel bas racentiy been ¢
bas been singing lately in *
**L'Africaine” in Madrid @
ance is said to have arouse:
ism.

TALK OF THB TH

The company playing at !
cbanic's Instituts closes its
day. The two weeks ba
pleasure to patrons of th
brought financial sucocess alc
bills for this weex were Un«
a dramatization of Ouida
“‘One of our Girls.” Inth
Bonstelle played the part of
pet ot the French army and
saying that she played it we
inee on the holidsy drew an
tested the capacity of the ]
evening performance was w
At the close of the present e:
company go to Halifax, it
indefinite stay.

Our Regiment, and Frou I
bills at the Opera House for |
which on the holiday drew sp!
In Frou Frou, the sparkl;
thoughtless girl, Miss Nora (
part that called for some very
al work. She was thoroughl,
and played it in a way that w
preciation. Mr. King had
role of which he made the ver

. balance of the cast was go
pieces bandsome new scenery

Suzzette Willey is playing
Boston to excellent houses.

*¢ The Cotton Spinner " is
at the Boston, Bowdoin squar

Nellie McHenry is maki
success in Boston in the title ro

E. 8. Willard & Company
New York engagement on  Mc
ing.

Austin and Stone are exploit
sword swallower this week. S
be a wonder. :

Rose Meluille in “Siss I
success of last semson is m:
great sucoess on her road tour.
in Boston sometime tbis month.

“On the Suwanee River,”
play ot the south, like the song
it takes its name seems destin
gorever. Tropical settings of g
are a strong feature of the play.

Blanche Bates has been secur

vid Belssco to play Cigarette in
ter's drematisation eof Under T
With ber will be Philip Cunnin
Edward 8. Ables. The produ
be at the Gerden theatre, New ¥
time this month.
Maria Dainton who last Mon
_, made ber American debut in I

'/ The:Bell of Bobemis, has a gres

reputation. She played for nine
tive months in the Palace Music [
Riving invitations of celebrated cc
operatic .stars, the longest en
ever plaged by any music ball

Englend. Miss Dainton is only
old. :



