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Monday's Battle the

Most Serious British

Reverse of the War.

Thirty ThousandMore.

Troops Must be Sent

to South Africa.

Now Called on for Fuﬁher Contmgents——Canadlan

Regiment is at

Modder River.

BATTLE OF MAGERSFONTEIN.

The Highlanders Get Within Two
Hundred Yards of tne Boer
Trenehes,

When a Deadly Fire Was Opened on Them
feom Front and Flank, Mowing Down
About Two Hundred lq. :

(Special: despatch to the Sun)

LONDONi: Dec. 14.—The Daily Newé"'

correspondent = with - Gen. Methuen
cables: ‘After shelling the Boers all
day Sunday with our howitzers and
naval guns, the whole force, with. the
exception of those left to gispd the
camp, myved forward: = The ' attack

was opeaed at 3.200 Monday :morning "

by the Highland brigade. iIn front
were the: Seaforth, Argyles and the
‘Black Watch,’ with the Gordons and
the Highland light infsntry in sup-
port. The men marched  in  guarter
column formation. ‘The hignders |
had reached to -within. ag"y&ﬂa of

the Boer trenches when a deadly fire |

was openéd on the front and d;he right
flank: . Here about 200 men- were
mown down, and" vthose leading were
forced to' retins
then brought up,
to.“carry ‘the ' kopje, ‘and the .ri
flank was. thus in .serious 'jeopardy.
The guns, how:ver, 'dashed to the
res¢ue, amd protected by their fire our
shattered ‘force was: AL m’s refire.
The 4.7 irch naval obe

enemy . at jgix a. ‘m. W'hex; dur right
flark-“was threatened <t 1
of the 12 Lancers were ;dismounteéd’
and skirmished “through the' clearing
and holding it until- the - afternoon.-
Our terrific artitisry firet provoked' no
response ‘exeept’ from the ‘eremy’s
rifles. 4
DESULTORY AR’[‘ILLE‘RY FIRE!

“All efforts fo carry the position

- having failed, the’ action’ at ‘midday

sank into a desultory: .ax‘:tlllery firve,
with the exception of some sharp
skirmishing on the right flank. At
3.45 the Highlanders forged up to re-
new the attack on the trenched kopje,
but the Begers, who had made no'use
of their artillery during ‘‘the whole
day, now opened on thein with a heavy
shrapnel fire. , The: bmga,de was -im-
mediately forced to . ! retire ‘again, and
the fight hetween .the gunscontinued.
until dark. .

“The losses on bo'th sides were very {-

severe. Many Boers were: killed- 'in
the trenches and wire. entanglements.”

(The emtanglements ; merntioned ‘in-the
foregoing ‘@re- probably explained by |
the fact mentioned in another press
despatch that the Boers came upon
open ground on the ‘British front - for
the purpose of amtatczdng the « British
flank, but were arrested . by /the
Guards and the artillery.)

DAILY MAIL’S ACCOUNT.

The Daily Mall’s correspondent’ says
that the murderous fire ‘on the High-
landers at 200 yards caused dn a single
minute the larger part of the fearful
British loss. He adds: “Startled;and.
overwhelmed, the brigade retired
quickly,.bmt rallied and retained their
position.  The Guards, who. crosged

the onen veldt against the .trenches}
“sault.

on the right, fought an inyisible ha‘ile
for fifteen hours.”” :

but’ th $ &ffw re,‘

i She ¥ o terrilion:
Foe e

‘two ‘Squadrons |’

FEARED A BAYONET CHARGE.

According o another telegram, the
Boers ' had trenches on the level veldt
far'beyond the foot-hills. These were
hidden by screens of leaves. Some
trenches beétiween ' these ‘and the hills
were guarded with barbed wire, the
enemy ewvidently feafing a bayonet at-
tack. ‘The Boers used omnly one gun
until sunset, when & few rounds ‘were
fired  from four guns. :

Prisoners say that one of the 1yddite
“shells fell ‘on forty: men, and that
only “five escaped unhuit. Other shells
burst in the laagar, completely des-
troying it. The Boérs are said to have
outnumbered the British almost three
to cne.

ANOTHER ACCOUNT

‘MODDER’. RIVER, Thursday, Dec.
12.—The British casualties in the bat-
tle of ‘Magsérsfonteln dincluded the
Marqiiis ‘of Winchester, major of the
sccond battalion Coldstream Guards,
who was killed, and Col. Downham

‘o the first battalon Gordon High- |

‘landers, who was mortally wounded.
When the Highlanders met the mur-
derous paint blank fire of the Boers |
about 200 were mown down. ‘The
Black Watch regimem, on re-form-
, was only able to muster 160 men.
e Boers also lost heavily in the’
trenches and also in the wire en-
tanglements, when they came into the
open in an attempt ‘¢0 make a ﬂa,nk
attack on the Brltim.

PROVOKED NO WON SE.

in t.‘ne afternoon, when - the Gord.on
Highlanders formed up to renew the:
attack on the entrenched kopje. They !
advanced ! with  the mtmost gallantry
to atitack the Boers, close to ‘the place
whers lay their ‘dead ' and wounded
comrad2s of the Highland brigade.

- The enemy opened: :with a heavy

‘shrapnel fire as the British advanced;

arnd ‘it was found  physically ' impos-
sible’to take the Boer trenches. = The
Bribmh got within 200 yards, - but
could not get ‘mearer. It was  here
that Col. Downham fell.

USED BARBED WIRE.

The Boers had free
barbed- wire' entanglements, which of-
fered great obstacles-even: after  the
damage inflicted -by “the British artil-
lery ‘fire.

TPhis morning (Tuesday) both sides
occapied the positions they held: be-
fore the battle. The greatest bravery
was displayed by both officers and
men. The wounded include Lieut. Col.
A. E. Codrington and Capt. Sterling,
both of the first battalion of the Cold-
stream Guards.

A detachment of Boers; posted
among some thick bushes to the east,
maintained a most dastructive fire on
our: right. With the remarkable tact
for taking cowver which the Boers al-
ways' ‘displayed, they were, gemerally
speaking, virtually invisible; and, ai-
though the enemy’s  artillery was
‘practically  silenced, his rifle fire was
so persistent and concentrated as well
@s unusually well aimed, that it was
absolutely impossible for the British
infantry to take the position by as-

At the first advance of the High-
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recourse 10
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 were ' leading,;

| spicuous bravery,

'men  of Pretoria were killed add sev-

landers, the &er sb»oti:nx obabl
owing to th2 darkness, was somew
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8-add that he cannon damaged
2 Bﬁtﬂh was a Krupp howitzer.

l!m‘ m STATEMENT.

ON, Dec. 13.—Sir Walter Hely-

nson, governor of Natal and
sends  to. the colonial office

stient made by a man named

3; a resident.of Dundee, ‘who

in ‘that town until Oect. 25, at

time the Boers had been in

ssion of the place for a number
Rayfield states that up to

# fime. he left the Boers had not in-
d'with private persons. He does

o the: charge that the Boers
§ shot the j ards there, as he him-

LONDON, Dec. ‘13.—A despa:
the - Times from ' Bushman’s ‘- Hg
dafed Monday evening, says: - |

“The Boert commander has been
uested .

fons ;along

railway "southwdrd to Moltens, |

“Gén. Gatacre and staff reo n
Bushman's Hook, , which is‘u;:ep
nable and of i mense importance, buf
they ! will p*‘oﬁ:bly move in the d.lre@
tion jof Sterkstroom.” i

AnotBer despatch  to . the Tithes,’
dated Dec. 12, says. that  thg Boers de-
clined"to| give ‘the lnforma.tion g
quested regarding ‘the British cas a
tiee.~, They stated _that  they:

buried the' dead*ard, were aendugg B&Jl; :

prisoners 'to Blomfontein. The"
loss was Htated, at four kmea an

nine wotinded..., i
fter de ing the' ha,rdshipe N’l-
dured, by* »Qatahe‘s men the

ent ‘concludes” his dgqu‘ch
as follows: “Iil luck has pursued thHis |
column from the “first start.” The n-
tended trick seemed feasible, but
errors rendered it .impossible. = The
maich was too long and the énemy’s
position was impregnable, but suc-

sults, and the nisk was justifiable.”

THE s'ronme BEPULSE.

The Fight l.uud Thno Howl. tlu
British Falling Saek .

U FalpOrder, -

CAPE TOWN, Dec. -2 Adelayed in

transmission).—The ;. Cape - Argus

prints this account iof Gen, Gatdcre's

fight -at Stormberg. .. The .. despatch

was sent by the cortespondent of the
Argus ‘at Molteno;

“Gen. Gatacre struck ca.m.p “at Put-

nncn TO wnmwuem

m Natal, Dec.- 11,'7.25 p. m.—
f mmrsbave just marchéd

CAPE “TOV¥{, Dee. 11 (delayed in
transmiesion)'®-Séxteen  colcnial stud- |
ants were arrested on the steamship
i A1g0, bcund for Delagoa Bay,. Thir-
,i’een of these students were released
{ofi parole. ' Parcle was . denied the
‘otner taree, and they. were deu\med

 MORE TROOPS FOR 'ran FRONT.

IJ‘VERP!OOL, Dec. 13. —Two thou-
sa.ndttvoqps including - the : ¥orkshires

Tirdes 'éa.n.ﬂ Lancashires, embarked on  the }

Scuth Africa.  The ord: magor, many
.preminept; citizens and a gréat crowd
Of, peaple witnessed their -@eparture.
The: 'men” werz: enthuslnsueauy cheer-
ed.

mmumxmm

LONDON, ' Dec. 14.=Tha cerrespond-

% bem ot the Telegraph at Modder River

say# that-the Marquis of Winchester,
of e - : .;Guards, Who suc-
ceeddd . Ool. -Stopford after . the
datter Was kiued in the first Modder
JFRiver Me, was killed in’ the 1last
enmemen it

R

WBUTIOH HOI GAMBIA.

% (Bpecial Dsspatch to the Sun.)
“LONDON, ' ‘Dec.’.13.~The unofiicial
leers of ‘the .council, in behalf of
the, oslony: of Gambia, propase to con-
tributé £3500 for the relief of the fam-
!Hes of soldlars klncd ‘n SOubh Afrlca

men on =& trein for Molteno The §°

men, who occupied- four. terea;ch 3

“four ‘front order thé¥eneni¥y:afibushed|
and ‘fired' on . the Br}tish The Royal
Irish ~and Northumberland’s, - who
were ordered fo take
-covitr from the fir2..' The -Boers held
the superior pcsition, but their shoot-
ing was bad, and this ‘saved the Brit-
ish from being annihilated.

“The British -artillery attempted  to
flank the enemy, but the Boers 'anti-
cipated this movement, and our men
were ‘sandwiched between a furious
fusilade ‘for an hour. -‘An artilléry
duel followed. Our artillery did splen-
did work.

““Tthe Cape 'police ' displayed con-
and worked their
Mesxims in fine style during the Boer
flank movement.’ “The- Irish Rifles
also fought well. The Boer guns were:
silenced ' for a time, but re-opened
from new positiors.

‘“The fight lasted three hours, when
Gatacre fell back in fair order, the
artillery covering the retreat. The
Boers followed closely’ ‘and repeateédly
shelled our men.

‘“Three transpert wagons had to be
abandoned.”

CANADIANS AT MODDER RIVER,

Word May Come at Any Momement
That Our Boys Are in the Thiek

‘of the Fray.

OTTAWA, Dec. 13.—Up te a late
hour tonight no word had been receiv-
ed from Col. Otter respecting the
movements of the Canadian contin-
gent.. The general supposition here is
‘that they were not in the fighting at
Modder River on Sunday. Any mo-
ment, however, word may come that
our boys are in the. thick of the fray.

Mrs. Drummond : tonight: received a
cabtegram . from Major Drummond,
dated Modder River, today, stating:
that he is safe. This is taken to mean
that the Canadian contingent has ar-
rived there and that Gen. Methuen is
holding his own.

CASUALTIES NUMBERED 450.

Shell Fire Falled to Disloge the En-
emy, and British Were Unable to
Get Round Their Flanks,

LONDON, Dec. 13.—Up to midnight
the war office had not received any de-
tails concerning Gen. Methuen'’s
losses. It is estimated, hewever, that
the Kkilled, wounded and missing nuni-
ber about 450. The fighting was of a
desperate character. A ‘terrific' shell
fire failed to dislodge the enemy from
their splendid cover, and the' Britich
wer> unable to gat round their flanks.

SUNDAY NIGHT SORTIE.

LORENZO MARQUEZ, Dec. 12.(de-
layed in transmission).—A despatch
from Pretoria, Jdescribing the : sortie
made from Ladysmith on Sunday
night by 500 men of the Second Rifle
Brigade,. com:manded by, Col. ‘Metcalfe,
which ' the Brifish described ds-g wie-,
tory: for ‘their arms, says that ithe ate
tack was repulssd, and that nineBrit-.
ish were killed, 70 wounded and 17
capturad. - Three of the leading tawns-

«ral others wore wounded, causing

b ’ FOI“GN AHAGEIS IOVB

CAPE NWN. Dec, 13.—In ' c¢onse-
quence of a- telegl whieh' was re-
“geived from Gen. Builer thé foreign
attaches ha.ve saﬂed for Durban.

lATAL' POLICE WITH BULLER.

DURBAN,  Natal, Dec. 138.~A troop
of the Natal ‘police are acting as Gen.
Buller's body: guard.

MONDAY’S BATTLE

LONDON, :Dec: 113.—Gen. ; Methuen’s
report from Modder river shows that
he met with a serious cheek on Mon-
day land 'suffered great loss:

NORTH OF MODDER RIVER,

Monday, - Dec.  11.—Barly yesteraa.y
-evening the guards.and the Highland
brigade 'moved from: the Modder river
camp;. raarching in: the night, 4n . a
northeasterly . direction. . The objec-
tive of the Highlanders waa:the east-
ern spur: of the Boer position, the
Guards following the bank of .the
river ~while the Yeorkshire Light In-
fantry moved along the - river -side.
Just before daylight the Highlanders
arrived within 200 yards of the Boer
entrenchments at, the fcot of a hill.
Unsuspecting that -the Boers were in
the .vicinity +the British were still
marching in quamter columm, in elose
order, when they met a .terrible fire
from the flanks and were forced to
retire with heavy loss.

BOER GUNS SILENCED,

The troops reformed under the
shelter of some rising ground and
gallantly held their position. Later,
the Gordons arrived and the troops
gradually: worked their way -until
within 300 yards of the Boer positions,
displaying the greatest gallantry. In
the meanwhile a naval. ‘gun at the

and the horse -artillery opened a. ter-
rific fire, enfilading the trenches and
‘searching every rortion of theé Boer
position. The Boer guns were entire-
ly silent. In the meanwhile the Boers
on the open ground, directly in front,
moved with the object of making’ a
flank attack, but this was frustrated
by the guards and artillery.

The Beers recommenced shelling in
the evening, but no damage wasdone."
The British slept on their position.
It is expected that there will be a ve-
nowal of the fighting tomcrrow.. The
losses on both sides were very: heavy.

GEN. METHUEN’S REPORT.

LONDCN, De¢. 13.—The war" office
has received the following despatech

Dee. 12:

“Our artillery shelled a very sirong
position held by the enemy in 2 long.
higii' kopje from four - o’clock until
dusk . Sunday. It rained hard last
night. :
ed at daybreak on Monday the south
end of the kcpje. The attack was
properly timed, ‘but failed. The
guards were ordered - to ‘protect the
Highlanders’ right and* rear.” " The
cavalry’ and mounted dinfantry, with
a howitzer artillery battery, attacked
the enemy on the left and the guards
on the right, supported by field artil- |
lery. They shelled ‘the position from
daybreak, and at 1.16 sent the Gordons
to support the Highland:brigade. The

great sorrow in:the town. The des-

trcops held thair own in ‘front of the

‘enemy’s entrenchments

transport  Meajestic: today, -bound for }

| He was appointed colonel"in 1888.

Modder river, :the howitzer batteries {

from Gen. Methuen, dated Tuesday, !"

The Highland brigade attack-|
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until dusll.
the position extending (includlng the
kopje) for a distance of six miles to-
wards the Mcdder river. Today am
holding my position aad entrenching
myself.” I had to: face at least 12,000
men. Our loss was grzat.”

GEN. WAUCHOPE  KILLED.

LLONDON, Dec. 13.—The war office
has received ' the ‘following despatch
from Gen. Forestier-Wailker:

“Cape Town, Tuesday, Dec. 12.—Me-
thuen wirss thaf General Wauchope
was killed in action yesterday.”

(Major Generil Andrew Gilbert
Wiauchope, C. B.,, G. M. G., was in
command of the Third Brigade, He
was in his 54th year. He entered the
army in 1835, joining the Black Watch.
He
served with distinguished gallantry in
the Ashanti = campaign, 1873; the
Bgyptian war, 1882; the Soudan expe-
gition, 1834, and the ‘Nile expedition
of 1834-85. He was four times wound—
ed, thrice ‘sevirely. ' His last ' com-
mand before the Transvaal war was

- brigadier general. comimanding kst |

Brigade Egyptian expeditionary force
of 1898 A 'Scottish laird, he was’ the
opronent of Mr/ Gladsténe at Mid Lo-
thian a few years ago, but was : de-
feated. . He was an excellent shot and
rough rider.)

ALARM FOR MMHU'EN

LONDON, Dec. 13.—Alarm is begin-
ning to be expresged in maty quarters
as to' the situation of Gen. Met.huen
The Westminster Gazette says: “If
England ever needed a victory ‘it is
now, and it is to Buller, the soldier,
 Strong, cool- hea.de(l and reticent, that

Oombdera\ble significance s.t.tzuches to
Gen. Methuen’s statement that he i
entrenching ‘himeelf, 'indicating  fear’
that the  Boers may follow -up-their |
advantage, adopt the ‘ offensive’ and
attack him. TIndead, the gravity of]

the situation ‘from the British point of |

view can’ hardly be overestimated.
Gen. Methuen's long lines of communi-
cation to De Aar are most vulnerable.
Should® they be cut, 'Gen. Methuen
would find ‘himsslf in a ‘very tight
blace, if only from lack of supplies,
The news of the Britigh reverse. had
& bad eftect on the ‘stock exchange,
where thers was -a  general relapse.
Keflirs and| Rand; mines dropped 2 1-2'
js0ints, and De Beers dropped 3-4.
MILITARY CIRGLES A BARMED:
As the.day progressed anddriblets
of information 1ea.keg, out, the ex-
treme gmivity of Gen. Methuens posi-
tion ‘was more fully’ recognized, ‘and
the possibility ‘of his' isolaticn creat:ed
o 'Sinall ajarm ‘in military circles. ‘It't

‘\vas thought in soine quarters that he

ought to retrace his steps to Orange
Rlver hefore his lines of communica-
tion ‘were serijusly severed.

Gen. Wauchope’s death was much
deplored. He réndered nofable sgervice
at-the battle’ of Omdurinan, for which
he was thankﬂl by 'both ‘houses of
parliamemnt.

A path:tic circumstarce was tha.t
Gen, Wauchope's wife was among the
inquirers at the war office a few min-
utes  before the™ telezra.m announcing
his ‘déath was posted.

The Sstock exchange ‘today - closed
grave and anxious. ‘There was con-
siderable, ‘mervousnass as to the out-
coine ‘of ‘the  settlement, 'and there
were rumors of further failures.

There was' little excitement 'notice-
able at the war office, but at the elnbs
and - hotels  there was” consid
gloom and forebodings ‘that . the ‘brief.]

announcement thiat over 300 wonnded' T

had arrived at Orange Rivér indicatedy:
that - Gen! Methuen’s Tosses were ‘the
most severe yét reported.
SPECULIATIONS ON THE FIGHT.
LONDON, Dec. 13.—Gen.  Methuen;
as expected; followed up-his artillery
attack with a gemeral assault on ‘the
Boer positions on Monday, and his- re-
ports show that the "anxiety of the
public regarding the result occasioned
by the ominous silence of the war of-
fice was amply justified. 'The engage-
ment was evidently. of. considerable
magnitude, and -the list of killed and
wounded will be proportionate without
the . compensation - which a  victory
would have brought, if indeed the af-
fair deoes not turn out to be a more
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serious dettemt than Gen. Methuen ad-
mits.! The Highlanders, it is believed,
must have stormed the Boer position
more than once, while the fact that
the ' Guards ‘were ordered te support
the Highlanders’ rear looks as though
the Boers may even have outflanked
their attuckers. ‘One rTéport declares '
that Gen..Cronje attacked the Britigh.
'Then only compensation the British
have been able to discover in the dis-
heartening story is in Gen. Methuen’s
statement that he maintains his posi-
tion close to the Boers, thus arousing
the hope that he will retrieve the sit-
uation.  Apparently the bombardmont
of Saturday and Sunday did mot shake
the Boers’ grip on their position, and
it seems  certain :that. they merely
withdrew their guns and rifiemen un-
der cover, while Gen.. Methuen indulg-
ed. in the usual artillery preMminaries
Monday, and that when the British
‘guns were obliged to cease firing ow-
ing to the danger of hitting the ad-
vancing troops, the Boers speedily re-
oczupled ; their tremches. amd over-.
whélmed the Highlanders with their
-terrible rifie ﬁre, probably accompany-
ing, this by an- attack on the Brmsh
rlght flank and rear.

THE BOHR VERSION.

PRETORIA, Monday, Dec. 1l.—An .
‘official report says: “A battle at Mod-
der River began  yesterday with can-
non firing, heavy. fighting proceeding
‘from 3.30 o’ in_the morning until
2.20 o’clock thhm Maxims and
rifles. A bombardment - began - at 4.30
o'clock, and. the- fighting stil} .contin-
ues. Al balloon has just arisen above
the British-position, where it remined‘.-

beenfatkem Atn.w b’oloékitmre-‘-
ported: that the :lNedvy “cannonading:’
had somewhat abatsd. 'The British are
censtantly using’ their. ‘dalloon.’ 'mm
fighting -~ was  still ‘going "on" at noon.
Kimberley is still *:u!ut ot

JULIAN RALPH'S' AOCOUNT

LO’WDQ'N, ‘Dec. 14 ‘-J’uﬁan .Ralph,
describing. the battle at Mcageu!oqtein
in @, SDe'cial demtgm to the Da.ny
‘Madl; saysi: o

“The Boetrs were; enmefnnhed at’ Ma- '
gersfontein, four milés, zonth of - Mod-
der, Riyer.: At dawn: M,ohﬂa,y the High~ |
landers, adva.ncips a “the  veldt, '
were énddenly subjected 16 'a murder-
ous. fire from. the trenches about 200
vards in fromt. T‘he grea,ter part of |

Jithe fearful loss, of the day. was thus 3

suffered in a single minute, -

| “Startled . and wemhehned the
brigade retired quickly, but soon ral- ‘i
lkd and rebained thelr P on. T:Ms‘
. was on the left. . 3

(“On the right the Guards brigaade
advanced - across the wveldt
other trenchies, and fought an' invlsible B
.floe' for fifteen’ homrs.

“At eleven in the morning' the’ Gor- $
donw Hizhlanders wvere sent - forward. -
The Boers allowed theém ' to pass one,
lirie of trenches, and then enﬁia.dedA
them. We raked the Boer trenches -
with the artillery throughout the day. ' .
The 'ﬂg‘hting only c»ased ‘with nlght- s
fall.’ ;

ENGAGED AN ARMORFJD 'I‘RAII\

LONDON, Dec. 14.—A specl'a.l des-
patch from Pretoria, by w-ay of . Lour-
enzo Marques, says:

‘“While the battle of ’Iamowtein :
was pmceexllaz the Free.State artil- .
lery .engagred an a;mq;ed train a.lon,g 5
the railway line toward Belmont. . . .

“Forty-one - prisoners, belonging . te i
the . First . Bat reof ;the. Goa:don.‘-‘é
Highla.ngers, na.ve jua; oraversed Ja.-
“Int e Laaz aw.».,k on Surpr
‘three leading Preboﬂa. wwm?g were
killed and several others won'nded
causing great <orrovw here.”.

ENEMY’S WSSBS 'rmu.

LONDON, Dee. 13.—Cen. Forestier-
Walker, telegraphing from Cape Town
at 3.30 p. m. today, sends the follow-
ing despatch from ' Lord Methuen,
dated Modder River, Tuesday, Dec. 12’
7.30 p. m.:

“As  the Boers occuvied their
trenches strongly this morning, ‘T Te-
tired in perféct order here where Iam

in secuflt:y

(Com.inued on’ P‘a\ge nfgm)
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