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TRIBES GATHERNC
AT BIG POTLATCH

CELEBRATION BEING
HELD AT FORT RUPERT

Provincial Constable Tells of Baneful In-
fluences on Indian Life—Quat=
sino News.

The Indian poflateh with all its
ancient ceremonial is not a thing of the
past. The barbarous customs of old are
still praeticed, and that, too, within a
few days’ sail from Victoria. The In-
dians congregate in large number; they
borrow all the money and procure all the
blankets possible at a rate of interest
beyond all reason: they abandon all pur-
suits of labor and revel in the weird
festivities so revolting to ecivilization.

Al potlateh is wow in progress at Fort
Rupert, Quetsino Sound. Of this Con-
stable B, W. Leeson gives an interesting
description. He arrived on the noon
train from Nanaimo on Wednesday, hav-
ing brought to that city a prisoner
mnamed J. Costello, sentenced to six
months’ hard labor for supplying intoxi-
cants to Indians. The constable and his
prisoner tramped over the trail from
Quatsino to Hardy Bay. Three feet of
snow lay on the ground, and it took the
party eight hours to walk ten miles. The
journey was a most arduous one, and
emphasizes the necessity, Mr. Leeson
thinks, of a court at Quatsino. At
Hardy Bay, William Hunt's sloop was
secured, and the party started from
Alert Bay, where the prisoner was to be
given a hearing before the Indian agent.
At Fort Rupert the sloop was storm
bound for two days. With many new
enterprises starting up at Quatsino Mr.
Leeson is of opinion that there should
be no occasion for such a difficult
Jjourney.

In regard to the potlatch Mr, Leesor
says:

“There has been a great reunion of
natives at Fort Rupert, the gathering be-
ing the largest seen at that point for
years. It looks like the old Hudson Bay
days. Nine tribes are to be represented
—the Fla-wa-tsish, Turner Island;
‘Ach-wa-mess, Westman Sound; Gua-wu-
he-no, Wells Pass; Mam-a-lil-a-kwa, Vil-
lage Island; Tsar-wa-te-no, Kingcombe
Inlef; Ma-tal-puy, Turner Island; Te-
nock-ta, Harbledon Island; Nim-kish,
Alert Bay; Clat-la-se-qua, Hope Island.
The Noc-wa-tas, Cape Mudge, and Kos-
ke-moes have yet to arrive.

“The wild orgies of the Ha-matse
ceremony were in progress during my |
stay at Fort Rupert.

“Three different Ha-matsi were racing
about the ranch at night. Ha-matse is
a naked slave from the woods, with four
or five others partially dressed to hold
him in check. They race at full speed
about the place and in and out of the
homes. They carry native whistles and
make an unearthly noise as they go
about. There was no actual biting done
owing possibly to my presence, but it was
evident the old-time spirit was moving
The poor mission-
ary at Fort Rupert is a back number for
the time being.

“The absurdity of the contention that
there is no harm in the potlateh is well
demonstrated. It has brought all these
natives together and among them are a
number of ambiticus young chiefs who
borrow at 100 per cent. all the money
and blankets they can get. The return
of two for one is the Indian ‘uncle’—
rate.” It means the ~very essence of
favoritism. Instead of giving to the
(poor, the spoils are handed over in large
amounts to other chiefs. The wealth ac-
cumulated is converted into coppers
called ‘kla-qua.’ These range in size,
some-ag large as four feet in length. 18
inches wide, and a quarter of an inch
thick, They are beat into a peculiar
shape with an odd figure carved upon the
face. Each has a name, The ‘kla-qua’
has its value, from $100 to $10,000 each,
There are about five of ancient origin
that are worth probably $40,000, accord-
ing to Indian valuation.

“The potlatch is the real cause of the
slow advancement of these tribes. People,
including  missionaries, knowing them,
fully realize this, but the general public
and the government do not.

“T'he young Indian wants to become a
chief. He saves all his earnings, and
gefs along with his old shack; appear-
ance and comforts do not appeal to him,
and good clothes and a nice home don't
make him a chief in the eyes of his
tribe. He finally gefs enough to give
a potlateh or becomes possessed of one
of these copper gods. His friends then
gather around, sing a great song,
Ha-matse appears for his benefit, and he
is recognized a tyee. Perhaps he is
given the name of some ancient warrior;
possibly he may have one pair of pants,
but such apparel is a small consider-
ation,

“It is a pity the Canadian government,
through the Indian department, cannot
take a hand with the people that are en-
deavoring to better the condition of the
natives. The simplest way would be to
buy at the Indians’ value the few largest
kla-qua left. Deprived of these and
with a strict enforcement of the law
there need be no potlateh, This would
accomplish more in one year than the
. missions and industrial schools do in
twenty-five, and at less expense in the
end. The buying of the few large ‘kla-
qua’ would put the leaders of the tribes
out of business, and render the task of
stopping a future potlateh easy, as there
would be no large interests involved.
The gathering of many in one house and
ihe camping of others on the beach as
at presenf at Fort Rupert tends to
demoralize them.”

Mr. Leeson was shown specimens of
composition, drawing, ete., done at the
Industrial school, Alert Bay, that would
do credit to any white child. The
teacher, Mr. Clorker, stated there was no
question of the children’s ability to
acquire an education. The only trouble
is' to get their attemdance, the potlatch
being the primary cause. The teacher
mentioned a case in point. He has at
present three young men learning trades;

one in particular is becoming an en-
gineer. They have all gone to the pot-
latch at Fort Rupert, where the en-
giner will undoubtedly come under old
influences. Through envy of others, ete.,
he may borrow all he can to give a pot-
latch to gain a certain standing in his
tribe, and put in the remainder of his
life striving to hold that position and
paying his debts, according to Indian
custom. The education he has acquired
and the engineering will be gradually
given up under this pressure, and he will
return to the level of his older tribesmen,
Mr. Leeson says the local Indian agent,
Mr. De Beck, understands the conditions
thoroughly, and is fully aware of the
baneful results of these large gather-
ings. He would disperse them and send
them back to their own ranches if the
authorities would sustain him in doing
s0. One old resident in the district has
studied the natives for years, and claims
the conditions have reached such a crisis
now that if four or five chiefs were taken
out of the gathering and given six
months each, the celebration would
cease fo exist. The same man says that
many of the younger generationn would
welcome this step.

Mr. Leeson reports that the necessary
$200,000 for pulp mill development has
been raised, and a saw mill will soon be
installed. West Houston and party are
expected at Quatsino any day to decide
on a site and to start men to work.

A Colorado expert with Mr. Holcomb
arrived at Quatsino on the last steamer
to look at the Junée group. Snow, how-
ever, lies nearly three feet on the June
summit, something unknown for years
att that end of the Island.

PERMANENT ORGANIZATION.

Vancouver Branch of Provincial Mining
Association Elects Officers For
the Year.

The Vancouver branch of the Provin-
cial Mining Association has ben reorgan-
ized and permanent officers elected. The
News-Advertiser in referring to the meet-
ing says: ‘“The Vancouver branch of
the Provincial Mining Association was
put upon a permanent footing at the
largely attended meeting held on Wed-
nesday evening. The branch was re-
organized at a meeting held just previ-
ous to the provincial convention, with
provisional oflicers, and on Wednesday
evening a permanent board was elected.
The meeting was very representative.
Colin F. Jackson, provisional president;
was in the chair, and in his infroductory
remarks briefly referred to the recent
convention held in Victoria as demon-
strating that the Provincial Mining Asso-
ciation had come to stay and woulddoa
great deal of good work.”

The following officers were appointed:
President, C. F. Jackson; first vice-presi-
dent, C. W. McMeeken; second vice-
president, J. Findley; secretaries,
Messrs. George Sheldon-Williams and
J. Smith; treasurer, Campbell Sweeney;
executive committee, H. T. Lockyer, W.
H. Malkin, E. P. Gilman, W, D. Hay-
wood, Charles Law, George A. Walkem,
R. P. McLennan, J. Y. McAdam, W. D.
Ross, E. J. O’Suliivan, F. E. Woodside
and Frank Richards.

Enthusiastic addresses were delivered
by several who were present upon the
mining resources of the province, and
particularly those parts tributary to Van-
couver city.

NORTHERN SUICIDE.

Man Found Frozen Stiff With Revolver In
Hand—Wolves Appear on Trail.

A Dawson dispatch says: “The body of a
suicide, frozen as solid as marble, clench-
ing in his icy hand the revolver with which
he killed himself, has been found near Fort
Yukon. The weapon with which he com-
mitted the act was held so tightly in the
hand that it could not be recovered without
destroying the hand, so man and gun were
buried beneath the snow just as found. His
name and past home are unknown.”

The upper Stewart country, according to
advices from that region, is alive with tim-
ber wolves this winter. They roam Ip
bands of scores in the more remote parts
of the country. Near Fraser Falls as many
as 100 in a single pack have been seen.
This side of Fraser Falls and in the Daw-
son district they are numerous, and often
follow travellers; but not in such great
numbers. Several traders on the Dawson-
Duncan trail have encountered wolves of
late, and bhad strange experiences with
them.

The steamer Lightning, at Washington
creek, below Eagle, may be crushed in the
ice this spring at the time of the break-up,
unless extricated during the winter and
placed on the bank. She has a heavy hst
and is against a deep-cut bank. The Light-
ning belongs to Tom O’Brien and others, of
Dawson.

It is reported that four or five steamers
and several scows are between Eagle and
Fort Yukon laden with freight for Dawson.
Nearly all the freight on these vessels Is
such that is non-perishable.

ENJOYABLE SOCIAL

Given at Work Polnt—Guests Were Royally
¥ Entertained.

As briefly mentioned in the Times Thurs-
day night, the warrant officers, staff ser-
geants and sergeants’ club gave their third
social on Wednesday evening last in the
Fives Court, Work Point Barracks. The
proceedings were graced by the presence
of numerous lady friends of the club from
Victoria and elsewhere, and military friends
from the Fifth Regiment also were well
represented.

Games, shooting, etc., were provided in
one portion of the hall, the remainder of
the floor being allotted for the use of the
devotees of the light fantastic, the music
being rendered by the well known Sehl and
Bantly combination. During the evening
Sergeants Whiting and Turner obliged with
songs, and whilst refreshments were being
served friends from the Navy were well
represented by songs, comic and otherwise.

The enjoyable evening was brought to a
close with “God Save the King.”

The club trust that their many friends
will again honor them with their presence
on the evening of the next social, invita-
tions for which will be issued in due course.

THE ICEMAN'S TFROUBLES.—“My
business,” says John Gray, ice dealer, of
Wingham, Ont., “is one of the most fertile
fields under the sun for sowing the seeds
for rheumatic suffering. For five years I
was a great invalid, words cannot convey
the faintest idea of my intense suffering
and constant pain I endured. © bottles of
South American Rheumatic Cure perman-
ently cured me.” Sold by Jackson & Co.
and Hall & Co.—146.

KILLED IN ATTACK
ON PORT ARTHUR

RESULTS OF ATTACK :
BY THE JAP SHIBS

Conditions Which Prevailed at Vladivos-‘f'_

tock When War Broke Qut-—
Bank Subscriptions.

Mail advices received by the steamer
Olympia from the Orient yesterday con-
tain few new details of the early at-
tacks made upon Port Arthur.

A) Chefoo telegram published in Japan-
ese papers states that as the result of
the Port Arthur engagement on Febru-
ary 9th, over' thirty Russian troops and
more than ouwe hundred and twenty
Chinese coolies were killed, and many
others were wounded. Many houses on
the coast near the entrance to the har-
bor were destroyed. Owing  to insuffi-
cient hospital accommeodation, a miser-
able scene prevailed. Steamship serviee
to Port Arthur has been entirely sus-
pended since February 10th. Russia has
been accelerating the repairs to the
damaged war vessels, but it is difficult to
execute the task.

* ® %

A Japanese refugee from Vladivostock
says Russians and Chinese took ad-
vantage of the flight of the refugees and
proceeded to plunder them in numerous
instances. . A certain merchant was rob-
bed of watches and jewellery worth be-
tween three and four thousand yen by
Russians, and had to fiy for his life. The
Russians perpetrated all sorts of out-
rages on Japanese with impunity. Hos-
tility was also openly shown by the Rus-
sian authorities; for instanee, when they
learned that there were many Japanese
on board the Afridi, the icebreakers were
not allowed to precede the vessel, the
object apparently being to delay her de-
parture., The incowvenience caused to
the Russians by the withdrawal of so
many Japanese are manifold. Families
have been deprived of their nurses and
‘house servants and there is hardly a
watchmaker, laundryman, blacksmith,
carpenter, painter or hairdresser left.
Tradespeople in many insfances were not
paid by their Russian customers, and
even the Russian men-of-war refused to
remunerate the Japanese laundrymemn
who had worked for them. Russians
were acting in ecollusion with Chinese
ruffians in committing plunder on Japan-
ese men and women in broad daylight on
the streets. The Russian police mani-
fested neo inclination -to control the ag-
gressors, but on the other hand seemed
to give them every encouragement.

% »

Representatives of a number of banks
belonging to the Tokio Bankers’ Asso-
ciation have subscribed to the war loan
bonds sums ranging from yen 3,000,000
to yen 10,000,000. The total amount
subscribed by the Imperial household,
banks, insurance and other cempanies,
peers and millionaires -reaches over
163,000,000 yen. When individual sub-
seriptions are taken in aceount, saysthe
Japan Times, the subseriptions to the
war loan bonds will total two or three
hundred million yen. The prospecfs in-
dicate how ready the nation is to sup-
port the government in the prosecution of
the war with Russia.

* % *

An order of the Japanese navy depart-
ment has been issued specifying what
shall be regarded as contraband of war
during the present hosfilities. The
order is as follows: 1. The following
articles shall be treated as contraband of
‘war when intended to pass through the
country of the enemy or destined there-
for, or when destined for the army or
navy of the enemy: Arms, ammunition,
explosives, and others materials inclusive
of lead, saltpetre and sulphur, machines
for their manufacture, cement, uniforms
of the army and navy, war equipment,
armor materials for building warships
and other vessels and equipping vessels,
and any other articles which are used
for war purposes.

2. The following articles shall be treat-
ed as contraband of war only in case
they are destined for the enemy’s army
or navy, or being consigned fo the coun-
try of the enemy, can be considered as
intended for the use of the enemy’s army
or navy: Provisions, liquors, horses or
horse equipment, timber, currency, gold
and silver bullion, fodder, « waggons
(sharyo) coal, and the material for the
construction of telegraph and telephone
lines and railways.

3. Of the articles referred to in the
preceding fwo clauses, those which can
be judged from their quantity and nature
to be for the service of the ship carrying
them, shall not necessarily be treated as
contraband of war. d

H. H. MURRAY DEAD.

Wasg at One Time Governor of New-
foundland.

London, March 11.—Herbert Hartley
Murray, former governor of Newfound-
land, died to-day. He was born in 1829.

BURNED TO DEATH.

Pittsburg, Pa., March 10.—Four unidenti-
fied men were burned to death in a box
car containing gasoline, which caught fire
at a branch intersection, ten miles east of
this city to-day. Two others barely escap-
‘ed the fire, their bodies and clothing being
badly burned.

We Prove It.

CATARRH AND COLDS CAN BE RE-
LIEVED IN 10 MINUTES, AND PER-
MANENTLY CURED.

Eighty years old—catarrh fifty years. Dr.
Agnew’s QOatarrhal Powder eures him.
Want any stronger evidence of the power
of this wonderful remedy over this univer-
sal disease? Want the truth of the case
confirmed? Write George Lewis, Shamo-
kin, Pa. He says: “I look upon my cure
as a miracle.” It relieves In ten minutes.

Dr. Agnew’s Heart Cure relieves
in 30 minutes.

REGISTRATION OF ELECTORS.

The Lists Close One Week From Mon-
day for Applicants,

According to the Provincial Elections
Act all persons desirous of having their
names entered on the list of voters shall
make application to the registrar of vot-
ers up to the last Monday in March and
September of eaeh year. On the first
Monday of May and November a court
of revision is held by the registrar for
the purpose of hearing any objections
to any names on the list or to the ap-
plicants who may wish to have their
names registered as voters.

Those whose names are not now on the

| voters’ lists must have them registered

before one week from Monday with
Harvey Coombe, the registrar of voters.

The provincial lists are also used for
Dominion election purposes.

ATTACKED THE PREMIER. '
Lord Rosebery Resents Language Used
” by Mr. Balfour.

London, March 10.—An extraordinary
scene disturbed the customary decorum
of the House of Lords this evening. In
a recent debate in thie House of Com-
mons Premier Balfour had used the
word “‘calumny” with reference to some
statement made by Lord Rosebery on
the fiscal controversy.

When the House of Lords met to-day
Lord Rosebery asked Lord Lansdowne,
the foreign secretary, what justification
existed for the Premier’s use of such a
word.

Lord Lansdowne admitted that the
Premier had used the word in the heat
of debate. He said he thought the cir-
cumstances justified some warmth on the
part of the Premier, but that he had
consulted with Mr, Balfour, who told
him that he did not desire to impute to
Lord Rosebery a deliberate attempt to
misrepresent him.

After Lord Lansdowne had finished,
Lord Rosebery again rose and, declaring
the explanation had not. been satisfac-
tory, fiercely attacked the Premier,
whom he accused of being too thin-
skinned., adding, ‘“People who Iive in
glass houses should net threw stones. It
is alt very well to defend such language
by saying it was due to the heat of de-
bate and it was only a ‘pretty Fanny's
way. If a man eannot curb his tengue
better than that he is unfit to be the
First Lord of the Treasury.

“I do not personally care a farthing
what language Premier Balfour uses
about me, and I only brought the mat-
ter before the House in order to point
out that there are decencies ‘of debate
that sheiild be used, even by those who
occupy the highest positions.”

As Lord Rosebery finished his tirade
and sat down a painful silence ensued,
and the Lords looked at each other un-
comfortably. After a long pause Earl
Spencer, the Liberal leader, rose and
said he thought Lord Rosebery had not
been fairly used, ete.

After an awkward silence, Lord Chan-
cellor Halsbury asked whether Lord
Rosebery had any motion to make. Lord
Rosebery then moved an adjournment of
the debate, an almost unparalleled mo-
tion in the House of Lords, but he did
not press the meotion to a division and
the subject was dropped.

GALE ON COAST.

Damage to Shipping at San Francisco—
Train Blown Off the Track.

San Franoisco, March 10.—The worst
rain and wind storm in thirteen years
swept along the Pacific Coast to-day, do-
ing much damage to shipping, railroads
and buildings. The storm extended
from San Diego to Vancouver Islafid,
and it is feared that many marine disas.
ters have occurred.

In this eity this morning the barome-
ter was the lowest recorded, and the
wind registered a velocity of 48 miles an
hour, while at Sacramento a gale of 64
miles an hour prevailed. Telegraph and
telephone wires were prostrated, and for
several hours this city was cut off from
the outside world. A train of passenger
cars at the Alameda mole was blown
off the track, but no one was injured.
The steeple of St. Paul's church was
snapped off. A seven-story brick build-
ing was almost completely wrecked, and
others were damaged.

Damage to the shipping of San Fran-
cisco bay will amount to many thous-
ands of dollirs. Reports from the in-
terior show that the storm extended over
practically the entire state.

The American schooner
ashore on Goat island.

Ernest is

ABE ATTELL WON.

Defeated Patsy Haley, of Buffalo, in Five
Rounds.

Hot Springs, Ark., March 10.—In a one-
sided contest that was to have gone 20
rounds, Abe Attell, of San Francisco, last
night knocked out Patsy Haley, of Buffalo,
in five rounds before the Whittington Ath-
letic Club. The fight was Attell’s from the
start, but was clean throughout, Haley
showing cleverness In the uneven match,

Corbett and Britt.

San Francisco, March 10.—“Young Cor-
bett” and ‘“Jimmy’’ Britt signed an agree-
ment to-day for a new division of their
share of the receipts for their - fight on
March 25th. According to,the new articles,
the winner is to receive 65 per cemnt. and
the loser 35 per cent. Under the old agree-
ment Britt was to get 50 per cent. if he
won and 40 per cent. if he lost.

Police Stopped Fight.

Oakland, Cal.,, March 10.—The police stop-
ped the fight between Billy Woods and
“Cyclone” Kelley at the end of the fifth
round, and the decision was given to
Woods. Kelley was so badly punished that
the police interfered.

BRYAN AND HEARST.

Report of Alllance With View to Dictating
Democratic Presidential Nomination.

New York, March 10.—An alliance be-
tween Wm. J. Bryan and Wm. R. Hearst
with the view of dictating the Democratic
presidential nomination is said to be a cer-
tainty, says a dispatch to the World from
Washington. In fact it is asserted by a
man very close to Mr. Hearst himself that
the present arrangement is that Mr. Bryan
will present Mr. Hearst’s name to the St.
Louls convention. Among visitors at the
White House, whose gossip Is about the
probable action of the Democratic conven-
tion, the name of Hearst Is heard as often
as tne name of any other man, with the
possible exception of Cleveland.

ANOTHER LINE 10
NORTH PROPOSED

ROUTE LIES THROUGH
CENTRE OF PROVINCE

Application by Nicola and Similkameen
Railway Company—The Address
in the Semate.

Ottawa, March 12.—Application will
be made to parliament for an aet em-
powering the Nicola, Kamloops and
Simiikameen Coal & Railway Company
to enter into an agreement with the C.
P. R, or any company to which the rall-
way act applies, for working the said
railway and to extend the time for the
commencement and completion of the
railway.

Another Application,

An application will be made to parlia-
ment for an aet te incorperate the
Boundary, Kamloops & Cariboo Central
Railway Company, to build from & peoint
near Midway, thence nerthwesterly by
the most feasible route to Okanagan
Lake and Grand Prairie, thence morth-
erly to Kamloops, thence northerly by
the valley of the North Thompson river,
through ‘Cariboo to Nechaco river, thenee
by Fraser Lake northerly, either by fol-
lowing the Bulkley valley or Babine
lake, to the town of Hazelton or some
point on the Skeena, thence nertherly to
the Stikeen river, thence to Teslin lake,
themce northerly to the confluence of the
Hoofalinqua river with the Yukon river
in the Yukon Territory; with power to
build a braneh line from Kamiloops to
Princeton.

The Address.

It.-has been decided that Senator J. K.
Kerr, Toronte, will meve and Senator
Tessier will second the address in reply
to the speech from the throne.

LOSSES REACH MILLIONS.

Enormous Havoe Wrought by Floods in
Pennsylvania—Many Bridges Have
Beenr Washed Away.

Wilkesbarre, Pa., March 10.—The
Susquehanna river is receding rapidly.
Half the streets are free of water, and
people are returning to their homes.
There is no indication, however, of any
gorges having broken. At Plymouth the
water has receded entirely from the main
streets, and the situation is much better,
Reports from up the river are that the
flood is receding slowly. The banks of
both sides of the river from Chickshinny
fo' Sunbury, a distance of fifty miles,
present a scene of desolation. Wrecked
bridges, outbuildings, ete., are strewmn
everywhere, The new steel bridge at
Catawasha is a total wreck. Not a
single span remains.

The mines that were flooded are being
pumped out, and some of them may be
able to resume work to-morrow.

Investigation shows that the Pennsyl-
vania & Lehigh and other railways are
badly damaged along the line of the
river, and it will be several days before
transit can be resumed. There are
washouts in many places, and bridges
torn away by ice. Estimates of the
amount of damage run from $1,000,000
to $2,500,000. The total damage in all
towns between Pitfsburg and Sunbury is
estimated at $6,500,000.

THE WAGES OF MINERS.

Men Advised to Accept Reduction—Views
of Officials.

Indianapolis, Ind., March 10.—The
United Mine Workers’ local unions in
Indiana, Ohio, Western Pemsylvania,
1llinois, Maryland, Central Penasyl-
vania, Michigan, Kentucky and West
Virginia and Iowa that are to partici-

.pate in the referendum yvote Tuesday on

the proposition of accepting a reduction
of 5.55 per cent. in wages or closing the
soft coal mings on April 1st, will receivd
their” ballots to-morrow. With the bal-
lots will be sent out the eircular letter
that the national convention apthomized
President Mitchell and other{ officials to
issue, setting out their recommendations
that the reductiod be accepted. The let-
ter says dn part: |

*No. one who is fgmiliar wjth the past
histor§” of the United Mine Workers of
America will charge us with being
afraid to strike if in.our judgment a
strike would accomplish beneficial ve-
sults; but when it is proposed to strike
on the issue of a single conflict, all that
our orgamization has obtained for the
mine wonkers in the past seven years
by means of conciliation and arbitra-
tion and strikes, when the difference be-
tween us and our employers is but 3
cents per ton on a run of mine basis
and 5 cents per ton on a lump coal
basis, we believe it is time to stop and
carefully consider the possible conse-
quences.”

The letter then reviews the concessions
secured for the workers since 1897, in-
cluding 75 per cent. increase in wages,
and continues:

“It is conceded on all sides that the
apex of industrial activity has, been
reached, and we are slowly moving to-
wards an industrial depression. The
operators came into the joint convention
asking for a neduction of wages of 15
per cent.  Their proposition was op-
posed by us with all the information and
all the skill at our command. As an ul-
timatum from which they could not be
moved they offered us a reduction from
the present scale of prices of 5.55 per
cent. We know how hard it is to be
compelled to accept a reduction in
wages, but it is better to accept a slight-
ly lower rate and hold our organization
intact ready to take advantage of any
future movement than to bring on a dis-
astrous strike.”

“The experiences of the past have
shown us conclusively the folly of strik-
ing when the markets are geing down,”
says the letter. “We are.mow upon the
even of a Presidential election, and these
years are proverbially dark because of
commercial disturbandes which they pro-
duce. A two-year cdntract would carry
us beyond the period of the election and
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The Paterson Shoe Co. Ld.

Boots and Shoes,
Rubber Boots, Etc.

We are the largest exclusive dealers in Boots and Shoes in the
province, and carry compl ete stocks of every description ef Boots
and Shoes, Rubbers, Rubber Boots, ete., etc., in each of our five
large stores. Miners’ Footwear a Specialty. Letter
promptly and carefully filled. Write for Catalogue to

The Paterson Shoe Co. Ld.
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Just a Remind

That the celebrated

“Gilt Edge” Shirts, manu-

factured only by the firm of J. Piercy & Co,,

cannot be excelled.
Use no other.

J. PIERCY &

Wholesale Dry Goods

Once used, always used.

Co,

VICTORIA

Tyee Gopper Go., Ltd.

Purchasers and Smelters of
Copper, Gold and Silver Ores.

Smelting

Works at

LADYSMITH, VANGOUVER ISLAND, B. C.

Convenient to E. & N. Ry. or the sea,

CLERMONT LIVINGSTON,

General Manager

-

‘THOS. KIDDIE
"7  Smelter Manager.

NOTICE. p

Pursuant to the by-laws of said Company,
notice is hereby given that fhe Annual
General Meeting of the Vietgria Lumber
and Manufacturing Company, Limited, will
be held at their office, No.,2 Broughton
street, in the City of Victgria, on Monday,
the 4th day of April, 1904, at 2 p. m., for
the purpose of electing Directors and trans-
acting any other busgiiess that may be
brought before saig Wies<iig.

K. J. PALMER,

Local Secretary.
March /1st, 1904.

FOR SALE—A few thoroughbred pointer
puppies, 4 weeks old, from Chicago Bess
1())3&1 Oregon Lad. M. A. Wylde, Times

ce. .

the unsettled industrial condition that
follow its wake. In addition to that it
would cause our contracts to expire at
the same time as the anthracite award,
and place us then in a position to act
with greater unity. When we consider
that the price offered to us on a two-
vear contract is the highest price we
have had for many years with the ex-
ception of the present, we repeat it
would be the most serious mistake our
organization has ever made to take the
chances of losing the scale we are of-
fered.”

The letter closes with an earnest plea
to accept the reduction. :

DECLARED INSANE.

Woman Declared She Has Received
Command to Kill Her Children,

Bangor, Me.,, March 10.—Maniacal
proceedings are reported among the five
hundred members of a so-called religious
sect living in a colony on Beal’s island,
near Jonesport. One woman, who tried
to kill her children after announcing at
a revival that God had ordered her to
make the sacrifice, has been adjudged
insane and brought to the hospital here.
Jonesport deputy sheriffs and citizens
have gone to the island to calm the ex-
citement.

Persons just returned from the scene
assert that during the revival the woman
who was brought to the hospital called
out that the voice of God had told her
that a certain dog must be killed. The
animal was brought into the meeting
house and slaughtered. Then she an-
nounced that she had received divine
command that a cat in the village should
be put out of the world. The execution
was carried out, bnt when shie arose a
third time and declared she had been
commanded to slay her baby a furious
discussion was precipitated which broke
up the meeting.

The authorities heard of the affair and
seized the woman before she could carry
out the “command.” The islanders are
now destroying their watches, jewelry
and other amticles of ornament.

RIS L 0T SRR T

News has reached Urumia, Persia,
that Dr. Labori, an American mission-
ary, has been killed on the road to Kho'.
Urumia is about 65 miles from Tabriz.

GOT A CONSTANT HEADACHE?—
Ten chances to one the secret of your suf-
fering is that ‘““white man’s burden,” Ca-
tarrh. Here's a sentence from one man-‘s
evidence for Dr. Agnew’s Catarrhal Pow-
der—*‘One- application gave me instant re-
lief, cleared the nasal passages and stop-
ped the pain in my head.” It's a quick,
safe and sure treatment, and it never fails
to cure. 50 cents. Sold by Jackson & Co.

and Hall & Co.—145.

-waneed a Tonic to tome up the
Nervous System, improve the appetite
gnd increase mental vigor. Try our

Compound Syrup of
Hypophosphites

One month’s freatment in each bottle,

$1.00
CYRUS H. BOWES

CHEMIST,
98 GOVERNMENT STREET,
* (Near Yates ‘Street.)
'PHONES 425 and 450.

Breeders, Attention!

The Dairyman’s and Liye Stock Associa-
tlon have again elected e as thelr secres
tary, and I have beea'instructed to arrange
for a shipment of Breeding Stock from the
Eastern Provinces, and I am now prepared
to quote you prices, and give such other
information that will insure getting good
serviceable stock at reasonable prices.

It will be my earnest endeavor to give
the same satisfaction to the patrons of the
Association in the future as [ have in the
past two years.

Any persons wanting stock out with this
shipment, who have already purchased, can
do so by applying for space on or before
the first day of April next.

Address all communications to

L. W. PAISLEY,
Secy.-Treas. of the Dairyman's and Live
Stock Assoclation, Chilliwack, B. C.

WANTED — Competent working
keeper, with long experience,
position. Address X., Y. % it

house-

desirea

&% Office.
1

WANTED—We have continual inquiries for
Vancouver Island farm lands. 1f your
roperty is for sale write us at once, giv-
ing full particulars, and we will sell it for
you if it can be sold. Heisterman & Co.,
Victoria, B. C.

STRAWBERRY PLANTS—Magoon, Im-~
proved Sharpless, Royal Sovereign, Glad-
stone, and twenty other varieties. Write
for free descriptive price list. Tanner
Bros., Avondale Strawberry Farm.
Young’s P. O., South Saanich.

Mortgage Sale

Under and by virtue of the powers con-
tained Iin a certain Indenture of Mortgage
bearing date the 28th day of June, 1894, and

duly registered at the Land Registry Otﬁtfn
Victoria, in Charge Book.Volume 13, folio
97, No. 16,385B, tenders will be received 3t
the office of the  undersigned, Bastion
Square, Victoria, B: C.. untii noon of the
11th day of Margh, 1904, for the purch:x.\’:
of the followipg property, viz: The eaxt
70 acres of section 7 and the east 40 acres
of section 8, range V, and the west half of
section 8, range VI., Quamichan district,
British Columbia, containing 160 acres, ex
cepting thereout that portion, being tl_n"
southeast corner of section 7, range V., cod
veyed to one Walter Foord, registered in
the Land Registry Office, Victoria, in Ab-
solute Fees Book, volume 14, folio 98, No.

The mort agee does not bind himself to
accept the highest or any tender.
Dated 1lth Webruary. 1904.
; FELL & GREGORY,

# "
After La Grippe”

Scouting Near Pot
Believed
toc

Tokio, March 14.—Viceroy
report stating that a Japanese
Jestroyer was sunk and the cr
£asgao heavily damaged by the
of the Russians during the four
on Port Arthur is officially pri
antrue. The damaged J:\p:m.es
boat destroyers can be repaire|
week, and it will not be necey

S m.
dock A Marakoff's Plans.

London, March 15.—A  corrq
of the Daily Mail at Newchwl
that after .the removal of the i
Retvizan = four Russian steamn
Harbin, the Hailar, the Nine
the Sungari were anchored
mouth of the entrance to Po
in proper position and sunk, lea)
a small channel available, Vicd
Marakoff iraving obviously ord
whole fleet to remain ul_n.\'ide w|
ap, economy in coal being unng

The above dispatch, which

nently displayed by the .\Iai‘L 3
the correspondent says is “R
formation,” is, if true, news 0
importance confirming t}m ig
Vice-Admiral Makaroff will a
offensive and make a desperat
to bring together liussiu's_
naval forces or endeavor to in
age upon the Japanese navy.
must, however, be viewed C{xut
only gpproach to eonfirmation
other quarter being to dispahey
coprefipondent of the Dailzel

Yin Kow, which merely sa

Admiral Makaroff has issued

the effect that the saving of ¢

necessary, but that the big gun
tion in the forts must not

Evidently ammunition is runni

The Daily Telegraph's T
spondent sends an unconfirm§
to the effect ‘that Japanese ma
anded and oceupied Dalny.
It may be remarked that
ewspapers all regard \'ice—fx
p’s report that he has laid
ort Arthur as a mere bluff.
hy that such a feat would H
e under fire.
The Daily Mail thinks thg
dmiral Makaroff closed the
Fas in order to prevent the
apanese torpedo boat destro;
ied at Wei-Hai-Wei daring t
apanese war. .
It ;is a subject of unceas
nd conjecture that nothing
pard of the Vladivostock
d it is beginning to be b
is concealed in the harbo
tock.
he Standard’s Tokio cd
ps that, according to a dij
fonsan, the Russians are
withdrawing from the
irt of Korea and concer
adivostock.
The Tokio correspondent ©
g Post throws an interesti
Japanese financial intentio
is estimated that Japan
maintain a war for eigh
fithout borrowing. The pol
in the gold in Japan, and i
will not be necessary to s
pre than an eighth of the
r, this expenditure being
pl, cordite and steel. TI
rt Arthur is completely
mits a great saving beq
be able to charter vess
es.
lews has been received of]
ent to a war corresponden
st. © Mr. McKenzie, repr§
ily Mail in Korea, had H
ken in a fall from a poy

May Fall Back

in Kow, March 14.—Th

p authorities are apparej

i manifestly much annoy

tous inquiries of the coy

eign gunboats regarding

beckading of the Liao riv
prival of the Japanese,

ent is regarded as a forg
flon. .although the block

iao and also the adequate
the settlement and native tqg
garded as unattainable.
that a disposition of guns h
and a defence plan has alrd
ranged. The arrival of Geq
viteh a few days ago, howc
ed to cause the abandonr
original intention.

The information obtains
Arthur and Newchwang ad
government’s intention is toj
definitely until it can comp
ilization of 300,000 troops
pose of assaulting and
Japanese, and probably 3
oppose the Chinese. The s

“aeserts  that Viee-Admiral ]

chwang. ‘Although aisciu
Prehension of the Japanese
- the authorities are satisfied
eigners understand that

oY




