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GHINESE ACTUALLY RESISTED

The Capture ‘of Wei Hai Wei
Was the Bloodiest Fight
of the War.

A Graphic Description of the
Fall of China’s Second -
Stronghold.

Tokyu. Feb. 16.—Per steamer City of
P'eking via San Francisco, \)Iarcl.:l 2 —
Wei-Hai-Wei will be remembered in th:
pistory of this war as the first spot at
whica the early promise of the Japanese
.as interrupted by serious and prolonged
wsistance on the part of their enemy.
fhe town itself, from which the naval
~tation derives its name, together with
it« formidable and elaborate chain of
-and defences, was captured with the
usual facility, and wherever the Chinese
vere free to escape they disappeared be
‘ore arything like severe fighting was at-
wmpted on either side. But those who
.ound themselves surrounded at the b
sinning of the affray seemed anima,ted
vy a spirit of defiance wholly out of ..cep-
:r}g with the previous attitude and ac-
ions o their countrymen. This change
.. conduct is attributed by some to the
posence of a few foreigners among the
vesieged; by others, to the wild despgm-
sion which fastened upon the garrisou
whern their position was discowjered' to be:
hopeless and death appeared inevitab'e.

Tne harbor of Wei-Hai-Wei is to the
«outhern entrance of the Gulf of Pech:-
i what Port Arthur was to the qorth.
[ts possession was not really esseptml_to
:h¢ Japanese, whose navy had free i:-
Lress to the gulf, but its capture was
7l ought desirable, partly as a brillianr
.cditior: to the prestige of the conquer-
yrs, and partly to set at rest all anxiety
with respect to the still powerful fleet
..mmanded by Admiral Ting.

Atter a successful landing toward the
.1»se of January, the march inland from
1 ba. near Yungching began on the 29th
and 3(th of that month, and before even-
ng or the last named day the heights
¢+ ¢rlooking the harbor were reuche'd a}ld
the first group of forts at Pochlyax.ﬂ
~ere taken. The contest at this point
wis severest in  which the Japanese
troops had been engaged. T}leir Josses
woere not heavy in number, being ]nmtec}
:0 less than one hundred in killed and
wounded, but the death of the gen.er"l
~ommanding the first brigade of the.s1xth
or KKumamoto division was a veritab'c
ealan ity. Of fighting leaders the Jupan-
ose army has profusion, but ,with' skilled
students of strategy it is not so liberai'y
provided. Major-General ()tgra was ax
sagacicus in planning campaigns as !.e
was energetic in executing them. ]
was he who laid out the movement
against Port Arthur. ‘He was the :ﬁ‘rst
of his high grade to fall in the war. The
forts seized by the Kumamoto prlgaqe
were four in number. Most ot. their
suns were in good order and were imme-
diately turned on the Chinese ships and
batteries on the islands in the“ 'bgy.
Meanwhile the second grand division
from Sendai proceeded 'atong @he range
of bluifs, driving the enemy like sheep
before them. No opposition worth
speak,ng of was’ offered, and the works
on the cpposite or western headland
weuld have been promptly captured but
for » sudden downfall of blinding snow,
which brought military operations to =
standstill. The soldiers suffered greatly
fron. exposure to the piercing cold, and
it was not until the morning of February
2 that the task alloted to them was ac-
con plished. Not a soul cout'r.onted th?m
as they entered the fortifications. The
garriscns had all iown, but not W:lthOIl’.
leaving some evidences of thought?ulne%s
and caution behind them. The big can-
nors had been thrown from the walls or
othLc:wise rendered useless, and the ex-
peciation of training them upon the com
rades of their former officers was neces-
sarily given over. The share of the army
in reducing Wei-Hai-Wei was practically
at an end. )

Small parties of engineers and artil-
lerists were set to work planting mortars
and . guns at advantageous spots, anl
some of these were afterwards served
with decisive efféét. But-the main inter-
est' of the proceedings was transfer}’ed
to the lower level of the bay.~ Admiral
Tto’s ships had been much more hard y
d.alt with by the tempest than Genera!
Ovama’s soldiers. The latter had found
shelter of some sort, while the fleet W A3
<o beaten about by raging winds fchat its
positior: outside of Wei-Hai-Wei couid
net be maintained, and for three dav:s',
From January 31 until February 2, it
was obliged to take refuge in the waters
of Yungching, more. than a score of miles
away The Japanese admiral had in-
tended to commence his attack on Janu-
ary 30. At the outset little could be
done with his men-of-war, owing to't‘he
difficulty of entering the harbor. T'he
island of Liudung, several miles long
lies a. its mouth, leaving a channel on
eitber side. That at the west is open,
bat not at all places navigable for large
vessels. That at the east is intersected
by a small island .The openings havet
heen blockaded by a strong barricade of
¢han  cables and spars, forbidding in
aress, to strangers, and allowing a pass
qge outward only te pilots familiar wich
the line of obstructions. The Chinese
ships within occupied a basin fifteen or
mor- miles in length by five or sixth in
depdl.  With this space at their disposal
they could not easily be reached by, artil-
lery frem any points held by toe Japar-
ese troops. Their only resource then
was to torpedo boats. If a breach coull
be made¢ in the ‘barricade, these compact
messengers of destruction might burst in
among the ironclads and all alone ac-
complish their errand of destruction. Six
of them were selected to undertake the
exploit on the night of January 30, but
througk someé unhicky' blundering they
were met by a heavy fire from their
friends in the Pochiyaisu forts as they
were endeavoring to force the  easterv
channel. This compelled a postpone-
ment of twenty-four hours, but .efore
the newly designated time had come a

snowstorm was driving the entire body
oI smps, large and sinatl, Iar away troa.
wle Scele ‘dA'Oree days were thus lost,
Ak BOTHINE  Was done until the night of
repruary o, when the torpedo boats v2-
newed welr attempt. Again they were
unsuccessiul, the varrier proving unpas-
sable tor that occasion. But a gooa ve-
ginning had been made, and on the tol-
iowinZ night the flock of giant-Kiliers
made an aperture about one hundre-:
yards broad, and atter carefully picking
their way through, bore down at topmost
speed upon the Cninese tiagsuip, which,
even in the blackness of mudmght, was
distinguishable by its huge bulk. Al
a distance ot four hundred metres they
sent their torpedoes plunging ahead, re
peatedly discharging until the supply wus
exhausted. The big ironclad was not
immediately sunk, but it was woundesl
to death. Its side was torn away, and
the injury inflicted was so ruinous that
Admiral A'ing is said to have lost no tim:2
in transferring his quarters to the Cheu
Yuen, the second of the Peiyang fleet
which, though recently badly damaged
by running upon the rocks, had-been suf
ficier-tly repaired to take her part in the
line. Other Chinese vessels were also
struck, and one, supposed to be a gnn-
boat, was sent to the bottom. Four of
the tcipedo boats returned to their sta
tion outside the harbor, though one of
them had been hit 47 times, and all were
pretty badly knocked about. The other
two were destroyed, and many of their
crews were killed by the fire of the
enemy, or frozen to death after having
swum ashore.

On the night of February 5 a fresh tor
pedo squadron was sent to continue the
work and made an end of two, if not
three, of the Chinese cruisers, without
themselves suffering as severely as their
predecessors. It was afterward learned
that the littte crafs had been instrumen
tal in sinking the Lai Yuen, Wei Yuenu
and Ting Yuen, together with several
smalles vessels.

On the'morning of the sixth only fonur
of the once redoubtable Pei Yang divi-
sion of the Chinese navy remained fit
for service. The large ships of Admiral
Ito’s fleet had thus far done little but
shell the forts on the two islands. Ou
the 6th they rested entirely, beginning
anew with redoubled energy. By
this time the gunners on the
shore were able to co-operate
effectively. especially on the
western edge of the harbor. Soon after
dawn one of their shells exploded a mag-
azine on Ji island, tearing asunder the
wall of the fort and compelling the gav
rison to hurry to Liukung. While the
ascailants were cheering one another
over this piecé of good fortune, a more
exciting incident followed. A flock of
Chirese torpedo boats broke away from
the rain body behind Liukung, and two
or three light-draft steamers steered
thicuvgl: the barricade near its westerr
end and raced along the shore toward
Chefoc. Their speed was not equal to

tha- of the first Japanese flying squadron |
which set off in chase with such alacriry |

thar the fugitives were all overtaken

within two hours. Some were run down |

and sunk, others disabled by quick-firing
guns and the balance were driven into
the bay to the east of Chefoo, where
most of them surrendered. A few ran
ashore and, being deserted by the'r
crews., were made powerless for furth.or
mischief before the pursuers returned to
their duty at Wei-Wai-Wei. The situa-
tior or the defenders was now pitiable
indced. An incessant cannonade was di-
rected at them from the heights, where
heav;” long-range pieces had been placed,
and the places where they found shelter
in'the early days of the combat no longer
afforded protection. The soldiers in th:
forts were less liable to be slaughtered
thar those on bhoard the ships, but even
their ranks were gradually thinned while
their efforts at retaliation were totally in-
effective.  Though they would perhaps
bave fought desperately to. the end, in
hard to hand confliet, their energies ap-
pe2ied to sink as their destiny was seen
ty Le inevitable.

('n the ninth of February considerable
activity was displayed, two of the ships
endeavoring to dislodge an inconvenient
hat-ery at a western headland, but from
thar date the energies of the Chinese
steadily diminished. The assailants were
now content to wait patiently for the
end. which was not long deferred, Omn
the 12th a formal offer of surrender was
sert under a flag of truce, Admiral Ting

proj-csing to give over everything at h =

dispcsal on the condition that the lives
of all who served him, especially the for-
eigners, should be spared. His action is
gravely censured, the universal opinion
beinz that if he could no lomger hold out
he should have found means to destroy

valuable property in his control, instead |

of delivering it up to the conquerors. His
terms however, were promptly agreed to
and on the following day the Japanese
began the work of taking over the four
lerge ships left in serviceable condition,
several gunboats and torpedo crafts, the
artiliery of the forts and the stores of
amnu nition and food. Even now therc
is considerable uncertainty as to whazt
the victors have acquired. Many of the
Per Yang squadron are so similar in ap-
pearance that it is not clearly ascertainel
in all cases whichi were sunk and which
saved. Respecting the Chen Yuen there
is no doubt. She is much hurt but can
be repaired. There are hopes, indeed.
that the Ting Yuen and a few others
may be raised and suegesgfully floated.
Hewever viewed, the resulf is of prodigi:
ous importance to the winning side. The
lnsses of the Japanese throughout the
campaign have been slight, the severest
cesualties having been those of the tor-
pecdo crews.  Reports are conflicting an
willsnotibe adjusted for'days. Of the
Chinese losses, scarcely any details are
vet known., It.is rumored.in Tokyo that
afrer order is restored at ‘Wei-Wai-Wei
and the military situation at Shingking
becomes quieter than at present, the Em
pero: of Japan may proceed to China and
cetablish his headquarters in some fort-
ros« recently captured by his army., INo
oficial confirmation of the report can.
however, be obtained.

Dr. Price’s Crea.-n' Biking Powder
World’s Fair Highest Award.

ALL OVER THE POVINCE.

British Columbians Enjoying Fine
Spring Weather While East-
erners Shiver.

Farmers and Miners Are Cammenc-
ing Their Season’s Work —
Other News.

KAMLOOPS.
Inland Sentinel.

Mr. Wentworth F. Wood, Indian
agent, returned on Wednesday morning
from a trip to Vernon, where he had to
settle n difficulty which existed among
the Indians living at the -head of Okan-
agan lake. Since old Chief William died
two years ago there has been no head to
the tribe, and a meeting was held v
elect one. Louis Jim received the great-
est number of votes, but he, though sob-
er and industrious and holding a great
influence with his tribesmen, is a pagan,

/ and insists on wielding all the powers

attaching to that position in former
days. He wants to try all offenders
himself and declares that he will give up
no prisoneérs except those guilty of mur-
der.

On Wednesday afternoon Mr. R. II.
Buchanan, foreman at the Homestake
mine, went up with a load of supplics
and material. Among it was the iron
for the car track along the tunnel, and
the car for conveying the ore. Develop-
ment work will be continued by a force
of seven men, who will follow the vein
some distance and then make an uprise
to the surface. The ore will be stored
for shipment.

Capt. S. F. Scott, of Vancouver, was
in the city on Tuesday to see the gold
commissioner, Mr. G. C. Tunstall, on
business connected with the claims in
the Similkameen held by companies in
which he is interested. He went back
to Spence’s Bridge on Tuesday nighrt,
and there met Capt. Copp, who brought
up a number of men to go into Gramite
creek to begin ditching on the claiies
there.

Mr. Harry Simcoe, of New Westmins-
ter. the well-known shipbuilder, has re-
ceived a contract from Mr. Joseph Gen-
elle, of Tappen NSiding, to build a stern-
wheeel steamer which is intended to be
ran on Shuswap lake and Thompson
river as a freight and passenger
steamer.

Political matters have begun to move
in anticipation of a Dominion general
election. On Saturday night quite a
large meeting of Mr. Mara’s supporters
was held in a part of his former store.
Mayor Lee was chairman and Mr. Ben-
net secretary. A resolution was made
and carried nnanimously that Mr. Mara
be tendered the nomination for the ap-
preaching elections. Mr. Mara accepted
in a short speech, in which he thanked
his friends. and asked their generous
support. Other short speeches were
made. and afterwards a. general cormn-
mittee formed. Another meeting was
held on Wednesday night, and still an-
other will -be held te-night. - Mr. Bos-
tock’s supporters met in the parlor of
the Dominion hotel. when a requisition
to him was resolved on, and it has since
been taken around for signatures. Mr.
Mara went up the line on Monday morn-
ing, while Mr. Bostock is expected in
from Kootenay on Saturday iorning.

There is a scheme in hand under the
guidar.ce of one of nur best known min-
ing men, to form a syndicate with stronz
capital to operate as purchasers of
claims from small mine owners, and
eventually to sell concessions to wealthy
corporations, just as is being done in
South Africa at the present moment.
Through the medium of such a syndicata
no doubt prospectors will reach the in-
vestor and be placed in a position to do
something with their discoveries. At
present the average British Columbia
prospector is helpless, and his eclaim. in
many cases of great promise, remains in
an eclementary stage of development for
the want of a few hundred dollars at
the right moment. The lot of a prospec-
tor under favorable circumstances is not
at all happy, but were he able to lay ihe
matter before a company: prepared to en-
ter into such a business, his property
might be the means of handsemely re-
paying his efforts in prospecting it, and
the utilization of such discovery would
add much to the weath of the province.

REVELSTOKE.

Ifor the past week the weather Las
been remarkably mild and the snow is
melting fast, but there is still from three
to four feet on the level. Considerable
ice is floating in the river and reports
from the Big Bend way would indicate
that the river is breaking up, and that
an early spring is in prospect.

The labor question on the government
works seems to be unsettled yet. I'he
exact steps to be taken by the powers
that be are shrouded in mist. One thing
which is known is that ‘the men are
working for $1.50 per‘'day. One nan
who claims to have been engaved by rhe
engineer as a boss has quit work be-
cause the foreman did not recognize him
as such and wanted him to work for
laborer’s wages. As a consequence it is
said he will throw his influence against
the government in the approaching elec-
tions.

NICOLA LAKE.

Spring _weather—ranchers seriously
thinking of commencing spring plough-
ing and seeding. Mr. John Clapperion
has commenced and has put in some
wheat,

The roads from Spence’s Bridge are
in bad shape. No freight running. The
stage had to be “held on” last trip.

Mr. Tom Hunter has taken a trip to
ranite creek. It is understood that the

government intends putting in a bridge’

in place of the one swept away by last
vear’s floods, and Mr. Hunter has goune
in to see it.

If seems as if,something is ‘“‘going *o
go” in Granite creek this spring, judg-

ing by reports. Mr, Blair is said to be
hopeful, not to say sanguine; and Mur-
phy’s good luck helps that way. But
we don’t hatch ‘our eggs till they are laid
(gold or any kind), and we will wait and
see.

SALMON ARM.

The snow has nearly all disappeared
here. Now the thermometer stands 40
to 50 abhove.

Perhaps the most dastardly event that
has occurred in this valley since it has
been settled occurred this month. 1t
seems that about three weeks ago Mr.
R. Davis lost his dog, Dinah. Last
week the water in his well became un-
bearable: _ neither TWis stock or famiiy
could drink it. Upon emptying his well
he found his dog, which had been killed
and thrown into it by some person. His
daughter Lillie now lies at his house very
sick. It was thought at one time tuat
she would not live, but by faithful at-
tendance by kind neighbors the girl is
now beter and on a slow road to recov-
ery. The perpetrators of this dastard-
ly deed left no trace of their presence,
but no doubt if .found will be sorry they
ever came to the valley. The whole val-
ley wishes that the child may speedily
recover.

VERNON.

The muddle of civic affairs in Vernon
has been referred to the attorney-gener-
el. A petition in the meantime has been
sent to the lieutenant-governor, asking
that he direct a new election to be held.
Three aldermen have resigned, and the
fourth, who probably will, is absent in
the east. There is therefore not a quor-
um left to transact business, and even
to pass the necessary by-law to hold the
required election.

LILLOOET.

Lillooet, Feb. 26.—We are having tine
spring weather here, 65 degrees in 1he
shade to-day. The mining season is just
opening up. The banks of the Fraser
are lined with Indians and Chinamen, all
busy rocking. The mining prospects are
very good this year. 1f the present fine
weather contines farmers will commence
work next week.

BRILLIANT METEORIC DISPLAY.

Mcteors and Fireballs Light Up the
Heavens.

Reno, Nev., March 2.—The largest ac-
rolite ever seen in this section passed
from the northern heavens to the south-
west this morning at 5.48. It was in-
tensely bright and the light lit up the
heavens and a ball of fire accompanied
it with a hissing sound like an electrie
current. About two minutes after it
disappeared an explosion like an im-
mense blast was heard, shaking the
buildings as would an earthquake. Re-
ports from other stations say the mete-
ors were seen as far south as Carson.

THE EMPIRE STATE.
Mr Croker Says There is a Great
Scramble for Pap.

New York, March 2.—It is probable
that ex-Senator Platt may be forced to
take a vacation from all” busiinss and
oth:r cares for some days. Sinee kis
visit to Albany more than a week azo
he has suffered from the effects of the
sewage of Troy and Cohoes, which is
served as drinking water to the people of
that city. He was not able to go down
town to his office yesterday. His doc-
tors have been urging him for three or
four days past to take a southern trin.
He was unwilling to do so, but his con-
dition while not alarming is such that his
familv has prevailed on him to accept
the advi-e of his physicians. He has
done a large amount of work during the
yvear, and that coupled with the foul wa-
ter of Albany, has left him in a poor
rhysical condition.

Last evening the city teemed with poli-
ticians. There are enough of them if
judiciously distributed to make half a
dozen conferences. Among those in town
are Senator O’Connor, Speaker Kish,
Charles W. Hackett, chairman of the
state committee; Senator Lexow, Con-
gressman Wilbur, State Committeeman
Barnes and practically all the members
of the state senate. :

Richard Croker returned fo this city
yesterday from Rock Ledge,”Fla., where
he has been passing the winter. He said
to a reporter that he expected to leave
for Europe about the last of the month
to remain theve during the racing season
and to return in Seprember. In speak
ing of the Republican “reform” govern-
men*, Mr. Croker stated ‘‘Spoils, spoils,
all spoils, just what was shouted against
Tammany hall. New York never saw
before such scrambling for public pap as
is witnessed at present.” The streets
of the city are in a horrible condition;
the werst T have ever seen. Were a
Tammany commigsioner in charge he
would be on his Way to Sing Sing.

THE POLITICAL POT.
Further Nominations in the Eastern
Provinces.

Dutton, Ont., March 2.—The West El-
gin Conservatives met yesterday but
could not agree as to the advisability of
putting a eandidate in the field and dis-
banded without any plans for the future.
As this is a Grit hive, they will likely let
the Liberal and Patron fight it out.

Halifax, March 2.--H. J. Logan, a
young barrister of Amherst, accepted the
nomination of the Liberal convention to
eomtest Cumberland against-Secretary of
State Dickey.

When Baby was sick, we gave her Castorln,
When she was a Child, she cried for Castoria,
When she became Miss, she clung to Castoria,
When she had Children, she gave them Castorin.

EX-PRESIDENT PERIER.

He Refuses to Explain Thereb_\; Causing
Much Comment.

Paris, March 4.—In writing his excuse
for not attending the annual banquet giv-
en in Paris Saturday evening by the na-
tives of the Aube, ex-President Casimir-
Perier said: “It would have been diffi-
cult for me to remain silent, yet I could
hardly have spoken without exciting con-
troversy. It seems that for months past
I have furnished the press with so many
objects of attack that I can now make
it wait awhile. Between the inconveni-
ences caused my own interests by silence
and the inconvenience which might be
caused public affairs by my explanations
at the present moment I do not hesitate.”
The ex-president’s remarks have excited
much comment, as they are assumed to
refer to future revelations.

SEALING ~ CLAIMS.

House Refuses to Further Consider the
Question To-day.

Washington, March 4.—An artempt
was made to have the house bill pre-
venting the destruction of the seal herd
passed and the resolution of Morgan for
an inquiry to the claim of ‘3reat Britain
arising out of the fur seal controversy,
but objection was made to the consider-
ation of both measures. Morgan im
speaking in advocacy of the passage of
his resolution declared that not more
than $79,000 was due to Grea: Britain

w\'I\IeéI—(AWo-l;len

and all mothers who are nursing
babies derive great benefit from
Scott’s Emulsion. This prepara-
tion serves two purposes. : It
gives vital strength to mothers
and also enriches their milk and
thus makes their babies thrive.

Scott’s
Emulsion

is a constructive food that pro-
motes the making of healthy
tissue and bone. It is a wonder-
ful remedy for Emaciation, General
Debility, Throat and Lung Complaints,
Coughs, Colds, Anaemia, Scrofula and
Wasting Diseases of Children.

Send for Pamphlet on Scott’s Emulsion. Free.
Scott & Bowne. Believiile. All Druggists. 50c. & §1,

You
Can Get

¥ Ferry’s Seeds at your dealers
iy as fresh and fertile as though
you got them direct from Ferry’s
Seed Farms.

{FeRavs Seeos

are known and planted every-
where, and are always the
best. Ferry’s Seed Annual
for 1895 tells all about
them, — Free.

D. M. Ferry & Co.
&, Windsor,Ont.

Ch_ew

Tuckett’s

T&B

‘““Mahogany”’
and "‘Black”’

Chewing Tobacco

Manufactured by
The Geo. E. Tuckett & Son Co., Ltd.,
Hawmiiton, Ont.

Mzx~ orWo- §

WANTED HELP| Xz

P
L

keep our
cards tacked upon trees, fencesand
brid: throughout town and country. §
Steady employment. Commission or
salary $65.00 per monthand n=
ses, and money deposited inany bank
when started. For Emculm write §
World Medical Electric Co.,
, ; London, Ont., Can.

S
i More CURES
U P have been ef-
fected by mtg
than by S8 other
rfect ease to wearer, than
:vlges combined. 'rheyretainlAa.rgest

Rupture under severest strain. 8ys-

tem of fitting has been perfected the

last 25 years. fully equal to personal
amination by mail. 27 patents

ex|
e DEFORMITY
S CLUTH
AR ECW Faronro
Agents: Langley & Co., Druggists, Victoria.
: B. C.

1 GURE FITS!

Valuable treatise and bottle of medicine sent Free $o any
Sufferer, Give Express and Post Office address. H. G.
ROOT, M.C., 186 West Adelaide Street, Toronto, Ont.

TO0 DAIRYMEN—The B.C. ‘Creamery Oe.
are now ready to make contracts for milk.
Call and see us at No. 82 Douglas street.
Peebles & Glover. J28-3t-3t-w

Al
WANTED—To leas¥’ for a term of years &
small ranch suitable for chicken raising
or vegetables. Address ‘Hayseed,” Times
office. 1 > itw
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