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“I am glad of that,” thought Halsey, won- 
dering how he could have stood the two days’ 
scrutiny of a doctor of divinity, adding
aloud: “I am sure I shall enjoy myself with conveyance. “Go not out to the battle in 
you, and I hope you will tell me something your own strength. Remember the admon- 
about your people, and what kind at preach* ition of the King of Israel, ‘Let not him that 
ing you like up here.” girdeth on his harness, boast himself as he

“Well, young man,” the deacon replied, that putteth it off.’ ” His niece was shyer than 
“we like the Gospel Some of the oldest she had been before the meeting. Evidently 
amongst ns are fond of points of doctrine, she was impressed with Halbieyb superior 
bus the most part are spiritual babes and abilities, and the young man’s heart swelled 
have to be fed on milk. They can’t stand with elation. As he returned to the house 
stronger meat than free agency and free or- the Misses Pearce were just tenting with their 
dination. We are mostly plain people, too. smoky lantern, and he could do no less than

in a man who quotes Shakespeare in hisser- but the eldest Miss Pearce had insisted im his 
mons or that wears jewelry, or that is over .ywiiiag Him.w of her lantern. “Ton can 
particular about his victuals.” give it to me at church tomorrow," she

Halsey stole a hand furtively within his sai<]> “mg you rarely fall into
linen duster and removed a diamond stud of y,e brook without it.” As there really 
which he was not a little vain. He bad bought seemed some probability of this. Halsev took 
it at a bargain of an acquaintance who was the lantern, at the same time reproaching 
obliged snddenfpdo raise a sum of money, himself for his politeness. Tie deaooo had 
and it had only been a perfectly safe invest- -toy Mm m ot the plain
ment of a little spare cash, but people here minded character of Ms beams that lie de- 
could not understand this, and it was just as termineil to avoid all flights of oratory, and 
well to suppress its glitter for the precent, to give his audience a sermon us full of com- 
He was glad that he had chosen a black neck- mon sense as could be found In his collection, 
tie that morning, and was still more thank- a lecture by the Rev. Robert COIlyer 
ful that he had not thrown away his last struck him as most likely to he popular. It 
white one after wearing it to Mrs. Delano’s abounded in incidents of country boyi oom- 
goi rnan at Narragansett pier. ing to high positions by unremitting toil and

The good deacon was evidently pleased determination. He read the lectors well, 
with the young man’s deference in asking his mUch of the hearty maimer inwltlch it
opinion, and he gave it liberally. “We all wafl originaUy delivered, for t® was a capital 
think a sight of the old doctor,”|he said; “it’s actor ip amateur theatricals, und was accus- 
almost more than some of us, can bear to tomed to amuse his friends by giving 1 ;per~ 
think of his being set aside from this pulpit. sonatiops” of the different public men with 
The more you can show the people that you wh0m he was familiar, wile in the full 
haven’t come to take his place; that you look flight of successful oratory, while he felt that 
up to him as your father in Israel; that you 6very eye the house was fixed upon him,

and that jierhaps no one jjreeent ha-i ever 
heard more effective speaking, his eye 
which ran before his tongue, discov­
ered a danger in the path.
Collyer spoke of his own early ex­
periences, of the cottage in Yorkshire with 
its floor so white that you might have eaten 
your dinner from it, with no harm to any­
thing but the floor; and Halsey in his 
anxiety to escape this trap fell into a worse 
one, for skipping the description of his Eng­
lish childhood, he launched inconsiderately 
into particulars of his thirst for study and 
reading as a youth, how “The Pilgrim's 
Progress” and one or two other books were 
the constant companions of the forge. Hal­
sey’s white and shapely hands hardly carried 
out the assertion that he had been trained to 
a blacksmith’s trade; but his hearers did not 
stop to cordrider this. They accepted what 
he said as true, and listeded to the brave, 
earnest words with kindling enthusiasm.

Halsey finished his sermon in an agony of 
apprehension. He wiped away the beads of 
perspiration from his forehead, and during 
the singing of the last hymn regarded the 
congregation furtively from behind his 
handkerchief, expecting in some faces 
at least to read scorn and denun­
ciation. Instead of this there was 
a look of pleased surprise and ad­
miration on every countenance. tie 
turned slowly to the right, where the choir 
sat. There, too, an open eyed and open 
mouthed delight was everywhere displayed. 
There was; one face, however, which he could 
not see, though he would have given much to 
have known its expression. The doctor’s 
niece sat at the cabinet organ, with her back 
toward him—a lithe, willowy figure, using 
the pedals with vigor and the stops with a 
freedom and grace which betokened more 
skdl than was usual with the organist of a 
country choir. Her auburn hair was knotted 
in a loose, abundant mass on her delicate 
neck. Her bonnet was a dainty creation, 
with a decidedly Parisian air, and her hands, 
though ringless, were exquisitely modeled. 
“Take her 1xj the city,” Halsey thought, “and 
no one would detect her country training.” 
Then came a swift conviction that this was 
no rural maiden; everything combined to in­
dicate the influence of the city. Yes, he was 
in danger of detection, and it was from this 
quarter that he must guard against it 

After the close of service the superin­
tendent of the Sabbath school was intro­
duced, and Halsey was inviled to take 
the Bible class. He found liimself con­
fronted by three seats full of wliispering and 
giggling young misses, who relapsed into ap­
parently awe struck silence upon his intro­
duction. Prominent among them were the 
two Misses Pearce, and Halsey remarked in­
considerately: “I have brought your lantern, 
as you suggested. It is behind the outer 
door.” Bis announcement was greeted by a 
violent blush on the part of the older Miss 
Pearce, and a giggle from her sister, which 
started a subdued titter 
tire class. Halsey dimly 
Pearce looked upon his attendance upon her 
the night before as a romantic secret, which 
his too public return of the lantern had 
thoughtlessly divulged. After the opening 
hymn the doctor’s niece left the organ and 
took her seat before him. The look of sur­
prise and shy 
thought he had

. /-v m ,.n, to bte BnnM Coin married, f ivi fie shouldA SIN NOT TO BE FORGIVEN disapprove of his daughter's Becoming in-
terested In me solely on that ground. ‘Go 
borne for a year or more,’ he said; ‘rest and 
exercise; make a sound, healthy man of 
yourself; and when you have done that, 
come and see us again, and I will introduce 
you to my daughter.’ ”

‘Why in the name of common 
bavent you followed lis advice?”

“I have done so, Halsey, as far as is possi-

found himself entangled was entered upon Joa ^not realize the difficulties ot my poti- 
from the good natured impulse of shielding yon. I am a minister without a parish, and 
his friend. That friend was Andrew Steele, so belong to everybody. I have done more 
They had been chums throughout their col- work the pest winter than any regularly set- 
lege course, but their paths had diverged tied pastor of my acquaintance, and I have 
widely during the four yean; which had bad before my mind always my own person­

al, private desire to fit myself for a foreign 
field, so that some time if I win Miss Cor­
coran—and if I gave up that hope I should 
give up everything-—we may go out to our 
life work together. We have a returned

talent to your trust, my son,” lie said to him 
in the dusk, as Halsey helped him into his mans her in i. choked voice.

‘I am a wntch,” he said to himself, as he 
strode along the country road, a little later, 
striking vindictively at the till mullein 
stalks with his cane. “No punishment is too 
bad for me, and I have brought upon myself 
the sharpest retribution that man can suffer 
—that of turning away from 1ihe woman 
he loves, without making an effort to win 
her.”

The deacon met him at a little distance 
from his own gate. He had evidently walked 
out to meet him. “You have made a tre­
mendous .hit,” he said, rubbing his h*n/f« 
gleefully ; 1 ‘there'll be an outpouring to-night, 
such as B.imoth Gilead has never known. 
The people are beginning to gather already. 
The shed is e'en almost full of vehicles (he 
pronounced the word “ ve-hio-les” , and moth­
er, she’s anxious as can be tar fear you won’t 
gob a good cup of tea before preaching time. 
Brother Slocumbe and I have decided to call 
a business meeting of the parish for to-mor­
row morning, so that you can have our de­
cision before you go. There's a train that 
leaves in the afternoon, and you must stay 
over for that.”

“I dont think I can,” Halsey replied. “I 
had planned to leave by the early morning
one.” ,

“That Sron’t do at all," replied the deacon. 
“Folks are set on coming to-morrow and 
bringing their lunches, and having a real fel­
lowship meeting, and hearing you once again, 
and you mustn’t disappoint thorn. There's 
that limb of a Job Johnson ringing that bell 
for service, and it lacks a minute and a half 
of the time, and you haven’t et but one 
waffle.” .

Halsey rose from the table, hurried to his 
room, and turned over his notebook. Here 
was Rev. Joseph Cook’s conversion of Ger­
man metaphysics into Christian apologetics. 
No one would understand this but the Misses 
Pearce who had been to Concord. They 
would expect him to wait upon them at their 
home after service, and discuss philosophy 
with them, and if there was one thing which 
he was more determined upon to escape than 
another, it was this knight errantry of the 
smoky lantern. He turned ovtr the leaves 
of his note books rapidly. Biers were ser­
mons by Chancellor Crosby and Bishop Core, 
by the incumbent of the “Little Church 
round the Corner” and by Andrew Jackson 
Davis. Here was one preached by Evangelist 
Moody in Madison Square Garden, and 
others by young Mr. Spurgeon at the Acad­
emy of Music, and Rabbi Gtottheil at 
synagogue. “I cannot bear to please them 
any further,” he said to himself. “This 
farce must end at once, and I will end it 
with my own hand, 
selected a sermon by the Rev. R, Heber 
Newton, which had drawn upon that gentle­
man the anathemas of his brother clergy-

“There,” he thought, “I shall 
nounced as heretical both by the.doctor and 
his niece. I have had the grace to cut my 
own throat.” It was characteristic of the 
troubled state of his mind that he had come 
to consider his own interests at steke and had 
quite forgotten how those of his friend Steele 
would be affected by his action. The deacon 
and his wife had left. The be!J had ceased 
tolling, and aware that he was late, Halsey 
hurried along the now deserted road. He 
had nearly reached the church when he over­
took Orient, who was walking rapidly alone, 
without a hat, but with a shawl at China 
crepe thrown over her head and shoulders in 
a way that reminded him of the graceful 
draperies of the Greeks or the veils of east­
ern women. They were both surprised, but 
she recovered first. “Uncle felt ill after sup­
per,” she said, “and I walked over alone.”

“I am glad I overtook you,” he replied ; 
“you must let me see you home after ser-

“It is not far, and I am not afraid, but I’m 
glad that I happened to meet you, for I have 
not had an opportunity to tell you how much 
I have enjoyed ypur sermon. When I think 
that you were a blacksmith’s apprentice, and 
then consider what you have made of your- 
itelf, I cannot help admiring your genius. 
Yes, you must let me call it so. That de­
scription which you gave os last night of the 
Jericho road was nothing less. Uncle said so 
ns we rode home. He said it was fully equal 
•bo some things of Mr. Beecher’s, and I am 
isure that it is a great compliment for a 
young man. Then what opportunities you 
"have had! I was bora in Smyrna, while my 
parents were spending a year abroad, but 
they brought me home a baby with only my 
name as a souvenir of my Old World birth. 
But I have always been wild to return to 
live in some one of those Eastern countries 
which you have visited. I hope you will tel} 
us more about them to-night.”

“Orient,” said Halsey, in his despera­
tion, for the first time venturing to use 
her name, “I am a wretch, unworthy 
to speak to you, and too cowardly to 
confess the whole truth, for if I did you 
would spurn me, and I could not bear that”

They had reached the church door. Orient 
could not reply, but she gave him her hand 
with a look which said, “I believe in you, in 
spite of yourself.”

Halsey hardly knew what he read; he 
spoke vehemently, crushing his own heart 
and taking a savage delight in the idea that 
he was destroying his prospects. It was only 
a poor atonement, but it was something. He 
strode down the aisle after service, hardly 
recognizing those who pressed forward to 
speak to him. He informed the deacon men­
daciously that there was a matter upon 
which it was necessary for him to speak wib’ti 
the doctor that night, and brushing by the 
elder Miss Pearce, who was holding her lan­
tern with a meek air at expectation, he wailr 
ed among the young men who were grouped 
by the steps for the appearance of Orient. 
The lamplight was reflected from her silken 
shawl; and it seemed to him with a fadiame 
like that from an angel’s ring. The young 
men made way for her to pass, and Halsey 
drew her arm within bis own, “I «hall hear

ra.
Halsey sot thinking deeply far into the 

night He reviewed everypoeribleplan 
avoiding confeeeion end for keeping up hie 

* charset*-, bet he saw that this 
impossible. Orient tud told him that shs 
was to return home upon the morrow, and be

BT LIZZIE W. CHAMPZfXT.
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It is not my purpose to exonerate Allan 

Halsey. Doubtless he richly deserved the 
punishment which he brought upon himself, i 
but his fault at the first was an inconsiderate nent at delay made it more difficult, and 

bitterly regretted that he had not been 
e honest with her. However, to have
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firmly made up his mind to throw off the gH 
mask was something of a relief and he awoke 
the next morning with a hopeful feeling, and 
his usual confidence t hat some way things 
would come out right.

As he was not to lay «side his role 
during the morning, he determined to 
deepen the good impreedon which he had 
made upon Orient, and to eeieot the sermon 
which he was to preach before the fellowship 
meeting solely with reference to her tastes.
He hesitated some time between “Buddha 
and his Philosophy of Despair,” a discourse 
of Dr. Newman’s, and “The Parables of the 
Talmud,” by the Rev. Chartes Eaton, but 
finally settled upon the first as more compli­
mentary to her intellect He was a little dis­
turbed to notice, on taking his place in the 
pulpit, that Orient was not in the choir, the 
eldest Miss Pearce occupying her place at 
the organ. All through the sermon he kept 
his eyes fixed upon the door, hoping to see 
her enter, but only to be disappointed. ! He 
knew, too, from the strong stare with winch 
his hearers confronted him, that his audience 
did not care a penny for Buddha or the re­
ligion of India. Only Miss Pearce seemed in 
in the least interreted, for she had just read 
“Mr. Isaacs,” and had, beside, her reputation 
as a philosopher at stake. The bus; -.ess meet­
ing was called immediately aftaajJe sermon, 
and Halsey, leaving it to its deUbRatious as 
to his eligibility, hurried over to the parson­
age. He was informed by the servant that 
Miss Corcoran had left town on the noon 
train. He was struck with sudden apprehen­
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elapsed since their parting under the shadow 
of alma, mater. Steele had studied for the 
ministay, growing gentler and more melan­
choly, narrow chested and possibly narrow
minded, but always pure of soul and tender , .. ^ _ , . , . T . . .
of heart, as he bant over his books. Halsey, ! mi^nary at Sunderland, and I am atodymg 
on the contrary, had plunged at once into the Tm'klsb 40 hVe
world. His Mm In life waa to become a qmremente winch wül recommend me to the

board, so that I may not have to waste a year 
on the field in preparation.”

“You appear to have carried out Dr. Cor- 
cor n’s advice in regard to rest to the letter,” 
Halsey remarked dryly. “I wonder you 
haven’t engaged some rabbinical old clothes 
man of the Bowery to instruct you in He­
brew, and taken a dip into Chinese by way of 
pasrime.”

“I studied Hebrew at the seminary,” the 
other replied, not perceiving the irony in 
his friend’s remark. “I think I have made 
the most of my opportunities, but now, just 
when I need it most, my brain fails me. I 
must preach at Ramoth Gilead next week, 
and my head is in a whirl. I can’t settle on 
a train of thought, or collect two consecutive 
ideas on anything but the unpardonable sin; 
that is uppermost in my mind the whole time, 
and it was while puzzling over that subject 
that I fell into the state of ruin from whi4h 
Dr. Corcoran rescued me.”
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12 journalist. He could adapt himself easily to 
circumstances, and when he found that the 
highest prizes were beyond his reach he low­
ered his ideal and accommodated himself to 
the actual, and at the end of four years was 
quite ixmtent with what he would have 
spurned at the outset, a regular petition as 
pulpit reporter of one of the leading news­
papers.

“I tidnk a little of my experience would 
do you good,” he said to Steele, as they sat I 
together in the summer on the clover tmder 
the old orchard trees of his friend’s home. 
“It would give you a chance to improve your 
style, by a comparison with that of the most 
eloquent and scholarly men of the day. It 
would broaden your theological ideas, and 
give you points in composition arid delivery. 
If you will submit to taking a few hints from 
me I can put you up to a thing or two. There 
are certain dodges that these great guns are 
not above using, which are remarkably kill­
ing, and I doubt whether they are ever 
taught in the seminary. If you are going in 
for divinity you might as well be at the top 
of the heap, a regular doubly distilled D.D., 
and the pastor of a wealthy city church. I 
have come to the conclusion dxat the minis­
try is a better field for a smart man than 
journalism, and I almost regret my choice. 
You see you have less competition; nearly 
all the brilliant fellows take to the ljaw, the 
regular digs to medicine, the long headed 
ones to politics or business, those mistaken 
beggars who care more for glory than gold 
hang on to art or literature, while only the 
clrnps without any particular vocation are 
left for the ministry and the book agencies. 
Now don’t flare up. Can’t you see that it is 
the luckiest thing in the world that it is sol 
If you have a clear idea from the start what 
you mean to accomplish, you can just sail in 
like a whale among the fishes.”

Andrew Steele answered quietly: “You 
do not understand my aims. I am physi­
cally unsuited to lead the career you have 
marked out for me. I have not sufficient 
health to carry out what I wish, and that is 
to teach the suffering to endure.”

Halsey scanned his friend anxiously. “You 
do look a trifle used up,” he said. “I am glad 
I accepted your invitation to spend a fort­
night with you, for I am going to take you 
in hand. We will pass a week or more in the 
woods; hunting and camping will soon give 
tone to your mind, as well as to your com­
plexion, and you will bid goodby to morbid 
self abnegation as soon as you land a four 
pound bass.”

But Halsey found that he had a difficult 
task upon his hands. His friend’s melan­
choly was deeply rooted in a frail physique. 
The dark woods and mountain solitudes 
seemed to increase his gloom. He took no 
interest in sport of any kind, and it was evi­
dent that some settled trouble was preying 
upon his mind.

“What is it, Steele?” Halsey asked 
one evening as his friend sat moodily 

dejectedly regarding the smolder­
ing embers. “Is there a lady in the 
case, or is it money? Out with it like a 
man; the very telling of the annoyance 
will make it seem less. I'll warrant you that 
I’ve been in a dozen tigh ;er places.”

“It is my health,” thu other replied. “I 
fought forit all througl t my college course, 
but it was of no use. Tv x> years ago I broke 
down utterly with nervous prostration. I 
left the seminary, and was recommended to 
put myself under the care of a Dr. Corcoran,
of-----. It was a most providential thing.
He took me into his family and his good wife 
nursed me like a mother. I was so weak that 
I could only lie still like a little ctiild and 
watch the leaf shadows of the maple playing 
upon the wal. I.was with them three months, 
and they treated me like a son. You have 
guessed that there was a lady in the case. 
Before the three months were over I had 
fallen in love with Miss Corcoran.”

“Very naturally and quite the proper thing 
I suppose she 

brought you your gruel arid read aloud to you, 
fanned your fevered brow and all that. I
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' ELY’SM. WALSH, consider yourself put here only to stay up his 
hands as Aaron and Hur did those of Moses, 
the more you will please them. He will sit 
in his pulpit on Sunday, and of course y 
will ask him to make the longest prayer.”

“All of them, all of them,” Halsey ex­
claimed, eagerly. He had not before consid­
ered the contingency of being obliged to ad­
dress the Supreme Being in mock devotion, 
and he was glad to be relieved from this act 
of hypocrisy.

“I suppose you’ve not been ordained yet,” 
the deacon continued, “and it will be the doc­
tor’s part to pronounce the benediction. Any 
other little attentions which you can show 
him will bettar your chance with this 
congregation.” The deacon seemed to 
take it for granted that Halsey’s su­
preme aim in life was to settle 
down as assistant preacher in this obscure 
town, and the young man laughed inwardly, 
scornfully reviling the notion; while he re­
plied with the utmost deference, “I will en­
deavor to bear your advice in mind.”

'Fhey passed [scattering farms, and on one 
of these the deacon poidted out a man clad in 
russet blue overalls, faded blue shirt and flap­
ping straw hat., who was engaged in breaking 
a yoke of oxen, as an important magnate in 
the church. “That,” said he, “is Brother 
Slocumbe. He was a Methodist before he 
joined our communion, and there's nothing 
now that he 
camp meeting 
erally sleeps through the morning service, 
but he gets considerably refreshed in mind by 
evening, and he can be depended upon to oc­
cupy the time if he’s wanted. He’s fond of a 
pretty lively kind of preaching, with a good 
deal of thrashing around. The doctors get­
ting too weak lunged for him. He likes to 
have a minister come out strong on everlast­
ing punishment and the danger of falling 
f:rbm grace, and when a man preaches he 
wants him to preach all over.”

Halsey made a mental memorandum to 
give to Brother Blocumbe one of the strong­
est sermons he could find the next evening, 
end he listened eagerly for further sugges­
tions.

“We’ve a sprinkling,” said the deacon, 
“I’m thankful to say it’s only a sprinkling, 
of folks who think more of culture than they 
do of religion. The Pearce girls rather lead 
here on matters of education. They read 
German and attend the summer school of 
philosophy at Concord. When they don’t 
find fault with the minister we all take it for 
granted that he’s some. It would be a grand 
thing if you could show them that you know 
as much as they do, but you don’t look as if 
you were equal to it, and you needn’t put 
yourself out for them. There ore the Rogerses, 
who used to be Episcopalians; they’ll be 
bothering you about a responsive exercise, 
but don’t you give in; we’ve fit that for five 
years, it would cost too much to get it 
printed, it’s too much trouble to get used to, 
and it looks like going over to Rome.”

Halsey rubbed his forehead thoughtfully. 
Should he give the Misses Pearce one of 
Felix Adler’s lectures before the Society of 
Ethical Culture or one of Joseph Cook’s dis­
quisitions! If the Rogers family held the 
traditions of Mother Church be thought he 
could slip in a selection from Cardinal Mc­
Closkey which would please them.

Their ride was over, and the deacon’s wife 
greeted them cordially and welcomed them 
to a hot supper of fried chicken, “riz” bis­
cuit and green tea. At the close of the re­
past the deacon remarked, “There's a prayer 
meeting appointed for to-night at our house 
It isn’t very well attended generally, but 
curiosity may bring some few out to see 
you.”

“A prayer meeting! Consternation,” was 
Halsey’s thought. “What shall I do?” 
What he said was: “I suppose the doctor 
will come and lead the meeting.”

“The doctor’s a-coming,” the deacon re­
plied; “that’s liis buggy coming up the hill”

A well worn and dusty chaise stepped 
at the gate, a venerable man alighted, 
accompanied by a sprightly voting lady, who 
sprang nimbly to the ground, making only a 
good natured pretense of accepting the assist­
ance of the courteous old gentleman. Halsey 
was introduced at the door and received the 
good minister’s rather formal and priestly 

Feeling something like 
turned for relief to the 

young lady, to whom the doctor motioned 
Mm with a wave of the hand and the rather 
unsatisfactory introduction, “My niece, 
Orient.” What was he to call her? Nothing 
for the present, since they were not upon a 
footing which would permit the use of her 
Christian name; but wf he glanced at her 

attractive face with its mischievous 
be felt that an intimacy which such a 

form of addi-ees would indicate with a be­
witching little personage like this would do 
much to reconcile a man to even tbii desert 
solitude. She had a Bright, intelligent coun­
tenance, made piquant remarks, wan quick 
at repartee, and was as completely at home 
and unembarasyed in his society as a city 
belle. In chatting with her he quite forgot 
to prepare his thoughts for the coming ordeal 
of the prayer meeting. Tne people began to 
gather. The deacon introduced Brother 
Slocumbe—who had exchanged the overalls 
for his store clothes, but about whose freeh- 
taDowed cowhide boots the scent of the 
stable still lingered, 
attended by a lantei 
very plain, and not at all young. Halsey 
thought discourteously that if the lantern 
flamed brightly enough to display their faces 
the protection of the dog was entirely un­
necessary.
lamps and a few well thumbed hymn books. 
The deacon roused Halsey from his pleasant 
chat with the remark, “I guess all s come 
that’s coming;" and the doctor, handing him 
a Bible, insisted that he should take charge 
of the meeting.

“Will some one select a hymn?” he asked in 
fear and trembling, and one of the Misses 
Pearce started “Sweet Hour of Prayer." At 
its dose be read a chapter from ,the Gospels 
cjy«Bp quite at irandom.
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“Steele,” exclaimed Halsey, “you have 
acted like an idiot If you want to marry 
Miss Corcoran and sail away to Joppa, which • 
I consider a very sensible idea, as the sea 
voyage would build you up and foreign 
travel is just what you need to top off your 
education and fit you for a shining position, 
a candlestick on a hill and not a city under a 
bushel, you know—if this is your little game,
I say why in the name of common sense do 
you pay any attention to side issues? "Why 
don’t )rou say to Ramoth Gilead: ‘Gentlemen, 
you may go to Jericho. I have other fish to 
fry!’”

“Simply because Ramoth Gilead lies in my 
way. It was the birthplace and early home 
of Dr. Corcoran. It was through him that I 
received this call And he writes me a very 
pleasant letter apropos of the subject. This 
is what he says:

“I understood that she was going an the af­
ternoon train.”

The servant believed that she did intend to 
do so, but had changed her mind. Halsey 
next asked after the doctor. He had driven 
his niece over to the station and had not jet 
returned; he would come soon; would not tbs 
gentleman wait? Halsey conclude! that he 
would do so and was shown into the doctor* 
study. A volume of sermons by Ilcury Ward 
Beecher lay upon the desk, open to fho very 
one which he had abridged for ids prayàf 
meeting talk. The doctor had evidently 
looked it up from a haunting suspicion that 
its resemblance to Eeecher’s style waa not en­
tirely accidental. Orient’- sudden leave tak­
ing was explained; uhe had found this, and it 
was enough. She did not wish to see him 
again. He rose quicldy and left the house, not 
caring to face the doctor now. Ii> walked 
across the fields to the deacon’s hoore. It 
was deserted, for the discussion over LL; cast 
was very warm and the meeting not yet
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My Dear Steele: It is a long time since we 
have heard from you, and I trust you have im- 
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health.
board, am In fact their health inspector, and I 

pen to know of a mission which I think you 
ild like, and for which I think you admirably 

ualifled. I won't ask you to come on an uncer- 
nty, as I can arrange for an examination a 

little nearer your present residence. The church 
at Ramoth
date in a few days. I have a number of trust­
worthy spies in the place and if they send me a 
good report of your physical condition (I have no 
doubt in any other particular), I will send your

SAYINGS BANK DEPARTMENT. over. Ho sat down and wrote an impas­
sioned lotto- to Orient, making a clean breast 
of everything and begging her mercy. As 
he sealed it ho noticed that the congregation 
were dispersing, and the deacon soon after 
entered the room.

powerful sorry,” he said, 
was a good deal of feelin’, and the motion to 
give you a call was lost. You see your ser­
mon yesterday evenin’ wasn’t considered 
quite orthodox.”

Halsey wrote the doctor an explanation 
for the sake of his friend's good name, but he 
did not feel obliged to confess to the deacon, 
who conveyed him to the station, and was 
profuse in his regret over the vote of the 
church. At the station he mailed his letter 
to Orient, and returned to his friend Steele, 
whom he found in a much more hopeful 
state. The fever had been broken, but he 
was very weak. “You must help us keep 
his mind in a cheerful, calm condition,” 
the local doctor said to Halsey, 
before he went up to his room. When An­
drew Steele inquired about his friend’s ex­
perience at Ramoth Gilead, Halsey told him 
that be had explained the state of affairs to 
the pastor and had simply read three ser­
mons; that of course under the circumstance» 
there could be no call to the pastorate, nor 
did he see how his interests could be affected 
very much even though Dr. Corcoran must 
understand that fri* health was not in so favor- 
able a state as he pould wish.

“I made the best of everything,” Hal- 
soy assured his friend ; “it is only a little 
lunger waiting, and they will be willing 
enough to do that”

“Thank you,” Andrew Steele murmured, 
and closing his eyes he slept as peaceful as a 
child. When he awoke his mother handed 
him a letter. “You look as if you were able 
to read it,” she said, “and I suspect ft is from 
your friends, the Corcorans.”

It was from Orient ; the young man recog­
nized the graceful script at once, though he 
had only received one letter from her. He 
Opened it with trembling eagerness. But what 
did it mean? She had always imagined him 
the sole of honor. She had loved-him for his 
goodr ess and unworldlinees; it was hard 
to give up her ideal of him, but now erveiry- 
thing was changed. No explanation on 
either side was necessary, be must under­
stand, and she could not forgive.

“Believe me,” she wrote, “that my own un­
happiness is greater than any yon can suffer. *
To have cherished an ideal as I have done, 
and allowing to cluster about it aft that was 
holiest and tenderest in my thought is net a 
slignt thing. The discovery that I have been 
utterly mistaken has given me ajihock. frem 
which I shall never recover. I have been in 
a dream and the awakening has been cruel 
I only hope that I shall never hoar of you 
again as occupying the sacred desk. Forme 
ftt least and 
the tropaçxk

Andrew Steele lay dazed. Hiainind was In 
too weak a condition for him to connect his 
friend’s readings at Ramoth Gilead with this 
letter. It was as if he had received a heavy 
blow upon the head. He lay steamed a long 
time, but when Halsey came in he had arisen 
from his '*
an imaginary caa^/agt 
bath never forgivene* 
to his bed and con 
down. Thau he noticed the 
and concealed it He saw i 
mailed from a way station and had boon 'JLflj 
written on the train, and therefore before 
Orient had received his letter of confession.
Why bad he delayed making it when he was 
with her! All regret was useless now. He 
laid hi» hand on his friend’s poise. He had 
no fengy, and his hopes rose, bat be was wildly 
dettrtofis and incoherent, and the mother 
seriously alarmed by this new turn is her 
•on’s condition, which had been pronounced 
as very encouraging when the phygtdon last 
called. “I think we had better nemmon Dr. 
Corcoran,” she said at length; 4,he under­
stands Andrew’s case and cured him once be­
fore.”

Halsey telegraphed at once, and anxiously 
awaited this doctor’s coming at the country 
station. The train paused and two passen­
gers alighted. That portly gentteman with 
the gray whiskers be knew most be Dr. Cor­
coran, aud—Orient had cotoe with him. He 
stepped up qnickly, a great
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fuse, however, we would like to have you make 
us a visit and let us talk over the matter to­
gether. Faithfully yours, Gideon Corcoran.

P. S.—Mrs. Corcoran unites with me in this in­
vitation, and my daughter, who heard much of 
you and will be with us, will be happy to meet
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“There it is—the opportunity of my life 
slipping from my hands. If I were to see 
Miss Corcoran to-night I could talk to her of 
nothing but the unpardonable sin.”

“O, co
ingly, “you have given me a tolerably con­
nected account of the whole affair, and I dare 
say you will make your way with the young 
lady. What bothers me is what sort of an 
impression you will make on those Ramoth 
Gilead farmers as regards health. It’s a pity 
you haven’t a physique like mine; but never 
mind, all. will end well, and we will meet 
again in Ispahan or Babylon—you the patri­
archal head of a numerous family and I the 
war correspondent of The Daily Shouter. 
You must write up your experiences and I 
will bring them home and see that they are 
well brought out and that you get i pretty 
penny out of the affair. Or you may get 
yourself lost and I’ll enact Stanley to your 
1 ivingstone and we’ll advertise each other 
f om Dan to Beersheba. You must put this 
unpardonable sin nonsense out of yottrhead 
and put your best foot forward gererally. 
Don’t bother about thinking up a new ser­
mon; give them one of your old ones, but put 
a lot of vim into it. Beat the dust out of the 
pulpit cushions. Let them know that you 
are alive.”

Steele shook, his head sadly. “I want them 
to know that I am a strong, well man, and I 
feel a lassitude creeping over me which 
makes the lifting of that fishing rod a diffi­
cult task.”

“Cheer upl cheer up!” exclaimed Halsey. 
“Yon will be rested in the morning; it is all 
that confounded Japanese and Turkish study; 
all you need is a little muscular Christianity. 
Take a leaf out of Charles Kipglay’s book; 
buy a pair of boxing gloves, and TU pummel 
faith, hope and charity into your poor little 
shriveled body.”

The next morning Andrew Steele was de­
lirious. It was with great trouble that his 
friend conveyed him borne. On the morning 
after their arrival the sick man had a lucid 
interval He regarded Halsey with wistful 
dry eyes. “It has come,” he said. “I’ve 
broken down. If I could have held out three 
days longer”-----

“You are right, old fellow,” Halsey re­
plied, cheeringly; “give up to it completely; 
let the disease do its worst, instead of trying 
to fight against it, and it will spendlto force 
all the sooner.”

“But I must send

INGERSOLL BRANCH.
now,” Halsey replied, cheer-
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appreciation which he had 
l discovered in. her face the 

night before, had given place to a 
puzzled doubt, a grave wonder which 
showed that something in the morn­
ings sermon had troubled her. Halsey’s 
glance fell before her earnest one—he 
could not confront those questioning, truth 
loving eyes. The lesson of the day told of 
the early inhabitants of Canaan. As they 
read the text he asked himself what he knew 
or could tell them of the Glrgashites, the 
Amalekitee, the Perizzitee, th'3 Hittites, the 
Amorites, the Hivites and the Jebusites. At 
the close of the 
asked a question: 
that the descendants of these tribes are the 
Bedouin Arabs. Will you tell us something 
of your experience among them?”

“Who told you that I have had any such 
experiences ?” he asked, smiling, while a fear 
of detection seemed to numb all his facul-

under the circumstances.GenerU Manager.
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NO MORE PILLS!
only wish such a piece of good luck would fall 
to me.”

“You are quite wrong. In all that time I 
never jaw Miss Corcoran.”

Halsey whistled.
“ ‘Whom having not seen I love,' I used to 

repeat to myself again and again in those 
days. Miss Corcoran was in Philadelphia 
completing a course of medicine which she 
had begun with her fathar. They told me 
thet she was fitting herself to go out as a mis­
sionary, and she wished to nudee herself use­
ful among the women and to gain admittance 
to the harems as a physician. Dr. Corcoran’s 
family was a large one, there were others 
staying in the house and I was given her 
room. I have never known much about 
women, and all the dainty Jlttings of that 
room were a revelation to me. It seemed to 
bring me very near to her, and, as I told you, 
I used to lie and study one object and then 
another, and it seemed to me that I could im­
agine from them just how shi« looked as well 
as her tastes and mental characteristics. 
There was a cabinet desk beside the window 
and the carpet in front of it was 
more worn than before the dressing 
table: That told its story to begin with. 
The decorations of the room were of an 
eastern character. An India shawl was 
draped to form a curtain, a Tunisian prayer 

spread beside the bed and a Daghes 
tan one in front of the grata. There was a 
Moorish plaque over the mantel, and boxes 
of Japanese lacquer, a bamboo easy chair 
from Calcutta, Turkish embroideries and 
scarfs, and other suggestions of the Orient 
scattered about. This was not the indis­
criminate gathering of a fashionable devotee 
of bric-a-brac; there was a consistent method 
in all and it indicated a fixed purpose. All 
the trend of her mind was to the east, and 
the books in her small but well selected 
library showed the same taste. As I im­
proved in health I read them through, and 
sometimes returned to make a note in answer 
to the penciled queries upon the margin. 
She had been studying Arabic, but seemed 
interested in all Asiatic literature, and had 
secured everything that could be had through 
translations from the “Arabian Nights,” 
and the “Koran” to Matthew Arnold’s 
works, and the poems of Omar. There was a 
portfolio of photographs and engravings, 
reproductions of the works of French 
oriental painters, views from Dare’s Bible, 
photographs of Palestine and Egypt, the 
bazars of Cairo, the gardens of Damascus 
and the minarets cf Constantinople, and the 
library showed that she had read and studied 
of all She was one of those women of whom 
it could be said that to know her was a lib­
eral education.” ‘ ^ ' :

“[ should think so,” Halsey replied. “Do 
you know, my fri'snd, that it strikes me that 
so much knowledge suggests a rather mature 
person, and not eaactly the frivolity of sweet
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“In your very interesting talk at prayer 
meeting last evening you described the Jeri­
cho road, and incidentally referred to the 
Bedouins in a way only possible to one who 
had seen both.”

Halsey breathed more freely, 
thought he could explain all satisfac­
torily, though it was certainly unfortun­
ate that he had given Mr. Beecher’s 
description of the Jericho road in the words 
of an eye witness. “My Palestine tour was 
a very meager one,” he apoloigized. “It was 
only one of Cook’s vacation tickets. I oannot 
presume to anyudeep knowledjjfe 
ners and customs of the Orientals,” and then 
as he had recently iread Bayard Taylor’s 
“Land of the Saracen” and Warner’s “In the 
Levant,” he proceeded to give interesting de­
scriptions of imaginary adventures among 
the Arabs. The superintendent’s bell sounded 
as he was describing a bazar at Damascus, 
and to his confusion he found that he had not 
touched upon the lesson, or given any ethno­
logical information concerning the Jebusites 
and the Glrgashites. Nevertheless, the fact 
remained that the class had been vastly en­
tertained. He had ascertained, too, by a 
roundabout questioning, of which he wai 
heartily ashamed, that however conversant 
the doctor’s niece might be with other cities, 
she had never been in New York, except to 
pass from the Grand Central to the Jersey 
City depot, and had never heard any of the 
New York ministers.

In the afternoon Halsey walked over 
to the parsonage, hoping to have a cha; 
with Orient. Instead of this the doctor re­
ceived him in his study and talked divinity 
until Halsey was in a cold perspiration. It 
was only byjbe sharpest exercise of his fac-

J. O. NORSWORTHY,ONTARIO. benediction with a t 
that of shame. He my condemnation from her lips,” he thought, 

end he braced himself mentally to endure it, 
with the assurance that whatever her blame 
it would be less than his desert. He was si­
lent and she did not speak until they had left 
all companions and turned into the lane lead­
ing to the parsonage; then she said: “I un­
derstand what you said to me before church 
now, and I honor the man who has tlie cour­
age to stand by his own conviction, even in 
the face of certain rejection and the ruin of 
his worldly prospects. It was grand to see 
you standing there and avowing views which 
could not agree with those of your congrega­
tion. You reminded me of the young con­
fessors before the Roman tribunals in the 
time of the first persecutions. And I wanf 
you to know that whatever may be the action 

| of the church upon the morrow, I admire 
you and respect you with all my heart.”

Halsey’s heart gave a bound. This 
young girl loved him; he was sure of it, 
and everything else went for nothing. 
What was the part he had played? 
Nothing. And before he realized whut 
he was doing he had told her that her goed 
opinion was more to him than that of all the 
world beside; that with her love he could face 
contumely and scorn, let it come from what­
ever quarter, and it seemed to him as 1» 
spoke that he was really a martyr for tlie 
truth, instead of the poltroon which he bad 
called himself a few momenta before. If slie 
would only respond with a like ass'irance he 
could make a clean breast of everything. But 
Orient only replied reassuringly that there 
would be no contumely, and that even if 
Ramoth Gilead did not give him a call, her 
father’s opinion of him would notbelessenel 
“He has a great deal of influence with the 
board.” she added, “and he has some nice 
appointment in view for you. He wanttd 
me to come up here oo purpose to hear you 
preach, and he waa very curious for ma te 
give him roy opinion of you. He 
think.that you were still am invalid, and lie 
will be gktdtoknow that yen are *o strong. 
I suppose it was your eea v«fui and foreign 
travel that benefited you." - 

A deadly certainty grew upon Halsey’s 
mind. He had never heard Orient’s family 
name mentioned, but he was fore now that 
this was Dr. Corcoran’s daughter, and that be 
had supplanted his friend. He was not pre­
pared for this, and be tried ?* put the conxle­
tton from him—to believe that it waa not so. 
“Orient,” be said, as the deck struck, “can 
you believe that we have actually 
quainted only twenty-five boms and about 

number of 
“Oh, it cannot be 

“what an imprnden 
engaged n; 

whole life from tiw 
smith’s boy to the $ 
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did not interrupt !
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to Ramotha supply
Gilead,? he murmured; “Ipranited to preach 
for them to-morrow, and there ie no time to 
secure any one else.”

“I will go for yon;" Halsey exclaimed, im­
pulsively, “and read one of your sermons.” 
His friend waa sinking into unconsciousness 
again, but he grasped the idea partially and 
a smile of unutterable relief chased the tor­
ture from his face.

“You will take my place,” he said in a tone 
of perfect confidence and profound gratitude ; 
“you will do everything l!or me better than I 
could do for myself. I can endure anything 
now.”

In a few moments he was quietly sleeping. 
“I must not betray his trust,” Halsey said to 
himself, as he rummaged through his friend’s 
desk; but the drawer which probably con­
tained the sermons was locked, and he could 
not End the key. He glanced at his watch; 
he had barely time to catch the train. “Never 
mind,” he thought, “I have a dozen of good, 
ones by the ablest New York divines in my 
shorthand notebooks. I will read one or two 
of them.”

Hastily throwing the note books and a few 
necessary articles into a hand bag, he set out 
for Ramoth Gilead. The station was merely 
a platform in the wilder t 
tlement lay three mils» 
spur of Mount Haystack. An elderly man 
was waiting upon the platform and shook 
hands with Halsey, remarking: ‘You are 
Mr. Steele, I e’poee. Dr. Corcoran has writ­
ten us all so much about you, that the whole 
parish feel as if they knew you, though there 
isn’t (me of us that has ever set eyes on you."

Up to tb is moment all that Halsey had In­
tended was to explain the situation, and to 
offer to supply his friend’s place by reading 
some of the sermons with which his short­
hand note book was abundantly supplied. 
Now the 1 Sea «ruck him that he might do his 
friend a good turn by actually personating 
him. Tho deacon had just shown him that 
this was ÿoesible. Why not do it? His 
esteem told him that he could make a favor- 

reason upon these country peo- 
tbat a report would be
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SSvy face, but Orient forestalled any exp
“So,” «bo exclaimed, « flue Are _____ „

from her Indignant eye», “this n. * 
piece of deception like the rest, end you 
sure not ill with brain fever. J mtghfl 
have suspected as mucà.” She. Wheeled 
about and was walking rapidly from him 
when her father laid his hand upon her arm.

“Crient.” he said, "X thought itWM An­
drew Steele who was ill.”

“Who, then, is this imptttorl» the totked, 
scornfully. • Tgp y-i'iwhoWE^*
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eXBUST FURNISHERS SUPPLY attire and by constant deference to hi» 
senior’s opinions upon all jxdnteof dogma
‘■^Æ’SSde.l Halsey issued 

from the study, feeling that he had under ­
gone the hoiTors of the inquiidtion. All spore 
had vanished from the situation; he was a 
guilty criminal who had baffled his detec­
tives momentarily, but who would be surely 
dragged down sooner or later, and that with ­
out mercy. He canght a glimpse of his face 
in the mirror in the hall hatrack and was 
startled by its haggard expression. Ho had 
taken his walking stick, when a burst of song 
floated out from the drawing room. It was 
“Jesus, Lover of My Soul,” sung to Abtfc 
sweetest of melodies. The doctor laid a de­
taining hand upon his arm.

“It is our family custom to spend the Satb 
bath afternoon in a service ol song; will you 
not join usf”

“I do not sing,” Halsey l-eplied, “but :it 
would be a privilege to listen.” He took a 
seat near the door; his entrance was 
leas that the yocmg girl seated at the 

on, hymn

» cheerfully given.
Having cl:eed the 

Bible he palled u pon the doctor to lead in pray­
er, and endeavored during its slow progress 
to evolve some train of thought suitable to
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the cccmton. Suddenly the story of Blind 
Bartlnueus, whi ch he had just reed, »:ggeeted 
a sermon of Henry Ward Beecher's. His 
short hand re] tort book was in hie pocket, 
and forranatey, the not» were legible. 
Before the doctor bad reached “Anen” be 
had selected two pages, had read Him over 
twice, and w«s prepared to repeat them in 
an off hand manner, with quite tin air of 
giving utterance to aomethlng entirely his 

As he foagan he noticed that the eyes 
of the doctor's niece were fixed upon him as 
though in anticipation of keen enjoyment. 
“He in goinu to set into a muddle,” they seemed to^; “my attention will aid to his

ÜHAt tike «M Stand, Thames Street, IngeroeU. IanenolLStation, - Imerst the beetWe Intend keeping » genera) stock of 
ands of Annalto, Rennets, Rennett _________PpvL____

“No, she was not very young—23. I learn­
ed by consulting ihe family Bible, and I saw 
her portrait In hisr father’s study when I be- 

Liver Complaint, rame well enough to walk about the house.
Dyspepsia, A sweet, girlish face it was, enough to steal

KiiSr ww£Ühto man’s heart away ; but I loved her before
Kidney Trouble’s, 1 it—for the beauiy of her mind.”

Rheumatism, “And have you. never seen her, or told her
sad o( ot your affection-
the blood from what- 1 have never seen her. I went back 

r/M ever oaose ariving. to the seminary, completed my course, 
Mk Female wn*kness« doing double work in the following year 
H|anc general debility. *n order 40 make up for lost time. But 
■ ” ^ r the midst of my work I thought con-

B Pure'y ve|»teble. tinually of her. I wrote to her, told lwr 
of the interest with which she had 

begged to be permitted to 
her. She replied cour-
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1 ‘ blit she would not reply. After graduation
I Visited Dr. Corcoran, and told him every 
thing. He heard me very kindly, bat was
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