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the statements in the resolution-that the failed lu ernploylng language which îs ade-
House is of opinion that the powers, juris- quate for that purpose. 1 think îny bon.
dietion and so on. conferred upon the coin- friend bas some doubts himself, at al
missioners are n)t sutficiently wiide ard i ervents le bad fot a very sûrong opinion,
comprehensive to enable the commissioners that the first portion of the resolution was
to make a thorough, complete and search- well sustained-that the scope of the lnquiry
ing investigation and inquiry Into the1wouid be wldened by bis proposai. and that,
.frauds which are alleged to have taken 1i the absence of this ameudmen
p1ace in connection with the elections of mission would fail of Its objeet. He looked
mnembers to the House of Commons. I am at, and I think le read, the terms of the
quite willing to:' give my hon. friend andcommission in this regard; and le cou-
those who are acting with him the credit in this way-tbat.
of desiring that this investigation shall be whiie le seemed to think the language was
thorougli and compilete in every particular strong enoug and clear enougl, yet there
and while I do that. I elaim on behalf of!miglt be a doubt, and to remove doubts, It
the government and its supporters In the wouid be weii that this amendment shouid
House an equal anxiety. and as keen a de- be made. Now, Sir, that is a matter of
sire for a thorougli and conplete investi- opinion. The opinion on this side of thc
gation. I take it that it is in the interest House, supported and sustained by the iaw
of both parties in this eountry that we otteers of the Crown, is that the language
should take means to aseertain. if possible, of the commission is ampiy broad enough
the extent to whicii thee practices have to Inquire not only into the conduet of the
occurred. and to aseertain, if possible, what. returning officers. deputy returnlng officers
means may be efficiently taken in order to and other ofieers, if there are any, but
prevent their repetition in the future. 1 Into the conduet of ail persons in rela-
think there can be nobody bold enough to tion to the alieged frauds in the elec-
affirni that these practices had) their origlu tions. Therefore, there is no reason wby
in any recent election : that, if they existed we shouid amend our own commission,
in relation to the election in West Huron, when we firmly beieve and are con-
that was by any mecans the first tie. nor(and my on. friend who moves
was that the first year in which recourse was this resointion las onîy some doubt on the
lad to these ieais whicli the hon. gentleŽ- subjeet), that it does not require amend-
man (Mr. Borden. Ha1ifax) wishes to se ment, that It is sufficient for the purpose.
put down. And I say that this government
not only has no desire to frustrate, a thor- .r. CLANCY. Suppose they are wrong?
ough investigation. but it has no interest
in preventing a thorougih exposure of The MLNISTElIOF RAILWAYS ANI)
all parties in all elections in which It1 CANALS. But we are assured tley are
may be shown that acts of this . kind fot wrong; and 1 thlnk we are entitled te
have been committed. Ther.e can be no entertain that opinion, and, entertaining it,
reasofeassigned by hod. gentlemen od-g to act upon It.

ueositefwho this rtpoverutent sbouldpne
move4i by any sueh disposition. I do flot Mr. BORDEN (Hlalifax). If the hon. gen-
chargye i against lion. gerntlemeni opposite tieman (Mr. Blair) wiii permit me, I1cen-
that tbey wouid be unwiiiing tr have the deavoured t state, so far as was consistent
elections whicb took place wlien thev weren with beeomng modesty on-ny part. that
in power and wlien the ofitcers were ap- h thougt the scope of the commission was
pointed by theni included iu the inquiry : fot sutllciently wkle for the purpose. Of
I do lot charge against tlem that they bave course, taiad every respect for the opinion
any reason for so desýiring. But, wbiie I o! gentlemencwe of ered from me. There-
state that, I affir, as strongly as my ownt fore, I did lot see fit to make a posltive
knowiedge and blee!wii enable me to do. statement, as Iknew there were fenth-
that there is no reason under the sun wiy nien, suci as my bon. fraend the Minister
this goverument sho-uld net earnestiy and iof Raiiways and Canais, wiîo seemied l-1-
ardently desire tînt the investigation should i lned te hoid a contrary opinion.
disldhosiaanytrginm and everytiing that may
tend to show wbere these practiesbave.wThe MINISTER O tnthLWAuAwa
existed wlth a view te preventingtsem t lu CANAS. I d d ot attribute my lon.
the future. friehds hesitancy to modesty ; but, sine

.Xow, my bon. friend (Mr. Borden. Hall- jbe affirms that was the reason ao mtte rof
fax), Il take it, lias faiied in envinclng the bound to accept bis statement. Bit thnk
members o! is bouse that the luqulry cau- 1 sha be justIfIed In expressIng some su-
not be thorougb, compiete and searehong prise tat bis rodesty arrled hm as far
under the commission whicb Is lssued. The as It dd; and I do fnot aknowledge that
government bas made every effort to Se 1 the language o this clause was open to thie
raetecmmission eusesuctesadotherch ofbeerssf th aresanyont

as wIl enblethecomissones t exlor on t the callaeedtraud te the heua elee-
ailthegrond m o gt t th botowe should amnku wcmission,adItefit

thes maters an I hlnkwe ave lotpbjet, theti presmie nTreuireamed
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