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be effected in the management of the ia-!
dian Affairs in the North-west and Mani-’
toba, and especially ought we to have an:
explanation of why he removed the Indian:
Commissioner from a central part of the:
North-west Territories to Winnipeg. In the'
North-west Territories you have pracvieally '
six treaties as against two in Manitoba ;:
you have far more Indians in the Terri-:
tories than in Manitoba, and there will be:
by and by further Indian treaties in the
Territories. In fact. I believe the Minister
is contemplating entering into treaties now:
with pands of Indians who are yvet outside’
and all of whom are in the North-west Ter-:
ritories. 1 ecannot for the life of me
understand why the Minister removed the.
Indian office from a central point in the-
Territories to Winnipeg. 1 could under-:
stand his deciding—although 1 would not
have approved of it—to abolish the con:-’
missioner's office altogether and to manage:
the Indians direct from Orttawa. but that he
shienlil retain the office of Imdian commis-.

sioner amdl then hring the commissioner
away from the midst of the Indians.:
to Winnipeg., is what I cannot under-
sramd. The hon. gentleman (Mr. Sifton)’

knows very well the character of the In-
dians. and that the Indian requires to bhe
place:l in touch with the great Ho-go-man. |
as he ealls him. the head man. Now,. if-
the chief of the Blackfeet or the chiefs of
otiler bands in the Norvth-west want to come
in contact with the Indian commissioner.
they will have to travel all the way to
Winnipeg, instead of. as they uxed, either go
west or south or east and concentrate in a
central spot in the Territories and there
meet the commissioner. The Lou. gentle-,
man (Mr. Sifton) brought down some re-
turns I askad for, but owing to the fact that
the year given ix the fianancial year and
not the ealendar year. the retwins did not
give the information I wanted. I may.
say to the hon. gentleman (Mr. Siftom) that
his pian has not worked well, and that in .
his own departmental report there is evi-
dence that the change he made has not.
beer satisfactory. 1f the Minister will turn®
to the report of Mr. Forget. the Indian com-
missioner, he will find that Mr. Forget ad-
mits in that report that he cannot supply the
statisties that are necessary. and he says
that in certain reserves there has not been
the same success as that which character-
ized the management of Indians in the pre-
vious vears. It could not fail to be other-
wise, becanse in order to effect a small sav-!
ing. and also in order. I fear. to confer poli-
tical advantages on the heads of persons
who were not obnoxious to-such ireatment, !

the hon. gentleman (Mr. Sifton) has made:
changes, or rather Mr. Forget has made
changes at the Crooked Lake Reserve that
last year resulted in having no crops. and
Mr. Forget himself admits that the cattle!
have decreased in number. I am told that:
there is a very uneasy feeling among the.
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Iadians of the North-west Territories. and I
point out to the hon. gentleman (Mr. Sifton)
that it is not in one year that the fruits of
Iis policy will be seen. Dbut a year
from now or two years from now,
after it has been seen what the effect on
the Indian is of not being subjected to care-
tul surveillance. as has heen the case in the
rast. I say, that on the face of the de-
partmental report of the hon. Minister,
things are not satisfactory. But even sup-
pose we had not that evidence. we should
still be face to face with the anomaly. that
in the matter of the management of Indian
affairs in the west, the Minister brings the

“head man. the man controlling the Indians

from being in their midst to being at the
mlze as it were of tite whole Inilian popula-
tion. I +think we ought to have from the
Minister an explanation of the changes he
made.

The MINISTER OF THE INTERIOR
OMr. Siftomy. 1 have not under my hand
the derailed statemient of the changes in the
administration of Indian affairs in the Ter-
ritories.  That I regret. but I will have no
objection when the Indian estimates are

- before the House. or at any other convenient

to (disenss the matter. So far as the
removal of the Indian commissioner’s office
from Regina te Winnipeg is concerned, I
may say that that was done =olely because
the Indian commissioner said he could do
his work better from thar point. I can
imagine ne better reason than that.

Mr. DAVIN, Do I undersiand my hon.
friend (Mr. Sifton) to say that Mr. IForget

#aid and reporred he couid do his work
better fromi Winnipeg ?

The MINISTER OF THE INTERIOR.
Yes.

Mr. DAVIN., 1T have been informed that
whit he reported to the Minisier was that

- he could do his work better by coming down

to Otiawa.

The MINISTER OF THE INTERIOR.
That is not correct : at least I have not the
slightest knowledge of any such report.
Mr. Forget sugeestod that he
is possible that in the voluminous

bur it

' correspondence there might be some such

csuggestion that would escape me. Mr.
.Forg2t never suggested as far as I am

aware that the work of the office of the
commissioner could be better dis-
charged from Ottawa than Regina. but he

- did specifically recommend that he should
-be placed at Winnipeg, on the ground that

could be more advantageously

cand conveniently and effectively be done
.from Winnipeg than from any other point.
: The fact is. that while at Regina he would

be n2arer to certain tribes of Indians. he
woutil not be nearer on the average 10 the
Indians under his charge. In this matter
we should speak from the standpoint of



