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The City Hall Tragedy—How

London Has Been Grossly

Libeled.

It 18 too bad that waile London has
suffered and is suffering so much, de-
tractors of the good name of the city
and of its inhabitants should, by re-
tailing 1lying

stories, endeavor

Ppeople grave injustice.

Here is
which has been made by ill-informed
persons who have written about the re-
It
from the editorial columns of the Tor-
onto News, and is headed “The Lesson
of the London Disaster’:

‘“The heart-rending
has plunged London in mourning is one

those fatalities which excite
poignant grief from the fact that they
might have been avcided. It will
poor consolation to the families
friends of the victims in that terriole
catastrophe to renect that if someone
bhad not been carcless, or if false econ-
omy had not come into force, thejr
loved ones would not have down to a
sudden and frightful death.

**The city hall, where the fateful
meeting was held las: night, is a relic
of the style of building which f
vor with architects in the

cent disaster at the city hall is

wrly fifties.

More than 40 years old, the ramshackle, |

antiquated hail required overhauling.
The London council did not dream of
building more capacious and befittiag
quarters; they siuck to the penurious
policy of patching and mending. It was
decided to fix up the old place, and
gome time ago Lhe alterations were
amade. The work must have been made
by a contractor who feit that he was
called upon to do a cheap job, that any
sort of repairs and alterations to the
hall would do, so that they wera done
quickly. Changes were made in the
offices underneath the hall, and a sup-
porting wall tothe floor of the assembly
room above removed. Although it was
well known that the floor «
ber was so weak that dancing was not
allowed in the hall, the pe i

sons directing the alter

spiendor of insane careles

ged away almost the only sujg

the hall above. Had the beams under-
neath the floor of the room, crowded to
the doors by a dense mass of excited
people last night, been carefully ex-
amined and the weak timbers replaced
by sturdy supports all might have been
well, but it appears that some of the
beams were actually rotten and needed
only a slight pressure to send them and
their precious freight of human
down to ruin and death.”

This comment
ecus information circulated in this
city, apparently with a well-defined
object which will be betier understood
as it is developed, and telegraphed by
some one to the outside press. It
most unfair because it is untrue, and
calculated to prejudice the interests of
this fair city in a most unwarrantable
manner. The London City Hall is not
a “ramshackle.”” A “penurious policy
of patching and mending” has not
been carried out. Instead of that, we
know that the hall, which was rauch
better built than many erections of
later construction, was under the care
of a competent architect, and it
repaired, from time to time,
deeémed requisite. 1t true that in
1888, under the supervision of Col
Tracey, city engineer, one of the most
experienced architects in Canada,
comparatively small rooms
hall were thrown into one
moval of a brick dividing
16 or 18 feet long. But on all four
sides of the enlarged room brick walls
rémained under the hall, and in place
of the wall taken away a bsam 12
inches by 12 inches was placed under
the flooring from wall to wall. This
beam was examined by competent
builders, along with the writer, imme-
diately after the disaster, and
to be as sound timber as the day on
which it was inserted and declared by
Ca¢l. Tracey ambply sufficient
porting the floor immediately
the room. It was not ‘“‘actually rot-
ten,”” as our Toronto contemporary
erroneously states.” It was sound tim-
-1 3
ber, as was g«hown at the fracture.
Nor was the floor of the chamber well
kncwn to be weak that dancing
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was not allowed in the assembiy room. | : ;
! Britain intends to guarantee, taking in

Assemblies have been of constant oc-
currence in the hall for many years,
anfl their prohibition has never been
thought of.

¢ It is open to
carried out by

argue that

City Engineer Tracey

ijn 1888, and untouched since then by !
because on examination !

his successor,
it was found to be secure, was insuffi-

ijent, and that the judgment of these |

perts ought to be condemned. But
beyond that
tions of all and sundry, and the con-
demnation of the City Hall as a
“jerry” building, are ill-founded, and
only calculated to manufacture false
and' unfair sentiment against the tax-

payers of London.

to |
ereate wrong impressions, and to do the |

a specimen of the comment |

disaster which !

be |
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i ably paid

found fa- |

f the cham- |

i which

found |

the work |
| the result of the recent manipulations

the wholesale denuncia- |

a cessation to the talk, when the
crash came, 1 .obably accelerated by
the fall of the seats, as told by Mr.

rowly escaped being engulfed in the
| vortex.
| It may 'be open to argument how far

| short an architect falls of his duty who 5
‘ does not insist that the floor of a hall |
{ { be more fitly considered at a later day.
| |

shall be so supported as to bear an at-
tack on iteé strength such as has been
80 graphically described by independ-
ent eye-witnesses of the struggle which
preceded the catastrophe, but nothing
is to he gained by misrepresenting the
| facts.

Mr. C. M. Hays, general manager of
the Grand Trunk, hag received a New
| Year’s cable from the London board

congratulating him upon the road’s
! condition, and his success in the man-
! agement. It well deserved. The
! road has made substantial progress
{ during the past year, and Mr. Hays and

his painstaking subordinates are bound
{ to make the most of their opportunities
| to advance the prosperity of the line.

is

more |

in Chins.

The citizens of London have for the
past few days been so absorbed in con-
templating the sad calamlity which has
overtaken them that they have nrob-
but little attention to the
very important dt-vclupnn:nts in pro-
gress on the sea frontiers of China.

The matter is not one of remote im-
portance to Canadians. It not so
many years since our Atlantic coast
was considered the “front door of ihe
sea’; but since the establishment of
the Canadian Pacific Railwayv, ard the
development of Canadian in
the Pacific, anid with the swift vessels
that are now plying between our poris
and China, Japan and the Far East
generally, it is highly probable that
the frontier of Canada which faces the
Pacific Ocean may in time become fully
as important as our Atlantic seaboard.

The possibilities of developing trade
with the interesting nations the
great Itast are practically bevond the
range of the imagination to seize. It
is the commercial side of the question,
apart from our importance as a part
of the world-wide British Empire,

is

interests

of

- Which places before Canada in a special

sense the importance of what is going
on in the Chinese seas.

The latest news, to summarize the
situation, is that the seizure of Kiao

| Chau Bay by Germany has been legal-

| ized in the shape of a lease for an in-
on erron- |

definite term—some say for fifty years.

| We are, of course, not deceived as to

what this means. It is
occupation of the territory, forced con
China by Germany’s “mailed fist,” to
use the Emperor
pression.

William’s own ex-
The other Powers are im-
mensgely interested in this new depar-
ture; but the point for the moment is
its relation to the British Empire. At
first it was stated that Great Britain
was in a condition of isolation:; but,
adapting a phrase that has become
popular, it is a “splendid isolation.” It
is now found that Britain, which at
present has, and for yea:'s to come will
have, an overwhelming naval force in
that part of the world, has many
friends. China is becoming hostile to
Germany, and friendly to our Mother-
land. The same is true of Japan, in
country there is a strong de-
mand for a permanent alliance with
Great Britain. The general sentiment
in the TUnited States is also now
favar of the British policy with regard
as China, as opposed to that of Ger-
many and Russia. As the London
Times aptly puts it, the British policy
is not one looking to the dismember-
ment of China, but to keep it up as a
“going concern,” for the sake of the
enormous development of trade which
is possible. Great Britain is the only
country which opens her ports in every
part of the world to all countries alike,
and the United States,
financial interests in China, which are

in

icy in dealing with the old empire. Then
a movement is on foot to secure a loan
of $80,000,000 for China, which Great

return therefer a certain proportion of

| the Chinese customs receipts, admin-

istered by a British officer.
There seems to be litile doubt that

will once more emphasize Great Brit-
ain’s supremacy in the Far East. A
more interesting drama than that
which is now unfolding itself along the
shores of the Flowery XKingdom has
seldom been witnessed. Our readers

{ will do well to clogely watch the future

{ moves,

]

Future of the City Hall

The suggestions which are afloat as
to the disposal of the London City Hall

J.et anyone examine the alterations

which were carried out by City Engin- |
eer Craydon in the last year or two, |
while making the only alterations un- |

der the hall undertaken by the city

councll since 1888, and it will be con- |

ceded that the work has been done
most thoroughly, and the public safety
amply looked after.

gorm placed over the city

wedged into any corner of the hall at
any oné time in its history. ¥or a long

¢ime before the over-strained floor gave |

way the réporters were wedged between
the table in front of the platform and

their chairs, and théy were unable to |
constantly .

write, their safely being
menaced. They had beén pleading

with gentiemen on the platform to stop |
the speakiug, and let them eut of the

dich they wwere caught; and

trap in
: hers was in the act of at-

3

property are decldedly premature.

After the inquest is concluded, and the
public are calmed down, it will be time
enough to review the whole situation,
and decide what is best to be done in
the public interest. In any case, it is

. not probable that the City Hall audi-
t torium will ever again be used for hold-

7t is denied by no one that the crowd &
which stampeded in front of the plat- |
eéngineer's |
office was the greatest that was ever

ing great public gatherings. But that
should not be held to imply that Lon-
don requireg the construction of an
additional costly public hall in some
other part of the city. The city has
now more hall property on its hands
than is profitable for it, and the tax-
paycrs will scarcely give their consent
to their taxes being spent to enable
them to again go into the public hall
business. We now have the Grand
Opera House, the Y. M. C. A. Audi-
torium, the drill shed, and other large
halls, in addition to the skating rinks,
_ which are available for a large portion
| of the year. All that the taxpayers are

!
tempting to’ still the tumult and forco

Robert Boston,governor of the jail, who !
was a witness of the tragedy, and nar- |

a permanent |

i London
having vast |
! second only to
3 ! Victoria.

! constantly being developed, is strongly |
disposed to indorse Great Britain’s pol- !

called upon to do is to see, as in other
progressive cities, that suitable offices
are upheld for the council and officers
of the corporation, in which to cenduct
the business of the taxpayers. A public
hall speculation, such as the council
went into in the early days, when there

' were no public places of assemblv in

the city, would certainly be held by
very many citizens to be unjustifiable.
But, as we have said, this matter can

The Rathbun Company, of Des-
eronto, write to The Advertiser as fol-
lows: “We sympathize deeply with

those suffering from the terrible acci- |
It was indeed & |

dent in your city.
heartrending accident.”

Women School Trustees.

It is understood that the newly-
elected London City Council will ap-
point two women trustees to take the
place of the Collegiate Institute trus-
tees who retire this year.
school trustee
London.

A woman
will be a mnovelty in

The Port Huron Times points out
that, in consequence of the legislation
of the Ontario Government, put in force
some time ago, the lumbermen no
longer import their men and supplies
into Canada. They are compelied to
supplies in this Province. Our
temporary very properly concedes that
in view of the United States legislation,
which has been recently made hostile
to Canadian interests, this is a Jjustifi-
able course.

MEN AT SIXTY.
[Philade]lphia Bualletin.}
Men at 60 usually find that their di-
gestion or their memory, or both, have

gone back on them. They can no longer |

trust their stomach or their heads. If
they are rich and wise, also, they ease
up at that age, as Peter A. B. Widen-
er has done. It is only an exception-
ally strong and gifted man that can
keep up a full head of steam after
that time. But I imagine that the
primary cause which generally makes
men at 60 undesirable in business or
lessens opportunity for them is that
they become conservative by habit and
cheerless in temperament, and insist
that the new ways of doing things are
all wrong and that every progressive
man is more or less of a charlatan.
They do not note, nor keep pace, with
improvements or inventions 1in their
caliings. Some of the biggest business
houses of FPhiladelphia in the past
have Dbeen ruined, have come to a
standstill or have fallen into decay,
simply because men at 60 have con-
tinued their methods at 40. An illus-
tration came under my notice a few
days ago. The head of a book publish-
ing house had consented to put an
advertizement in a FPhiladelphia jour-
nal which he had heard well of in re-
pute. Before he had closed the agree-
ment he found it was sold for a penny.
He thercupon declined to advertise in
it. Now tihe only reason for this was
a settled conservatism that had stop-
ped his growth in ideas about twenty
years ago. Judging penny papers only
by his results at that time, he was
unable to see that the brains and the
character in the making of thema and
that the average of the inteliigence
of the widespread constituencies be=
hind them were quite as high as those
of the higher-priced and much less cir-
culated papers.

Rev. Charles Fish Methodist Ministe
Dunn Ave., Toronto, Cured of
Hczema,

About ten years ago I felt the be-
ginnings of what is commonly known
as Eczema. The disease commenced in
my ears and gpread entirely over both
sides of my head and also developed on
my hands. During those ten year I
was a great sufferer. Specialists on
skin diseases treated me. As I write
this I am commencing on the fifth box
of Dr. Chase’s Ointment, and, judging
from the rapid improvement effected,
I am certain that before the box is used
1 shall be completely cured. Charles
Fish, Methodist Minister, 192 Dunn ave-
nue, Toronto.

SECOND ONLY TO THE QUEEN.
[Ottawa Citizen.]

Without ganctioning the premier’'s
political record we can cheerfully pay
tribute to his interesting personality
and his magnetic presence which,
Advertiger assures us, gave
him a place in the jubilee celebration
her Majesty Queen
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;f= The citrates, tartrates,

o etc,, extracted from pure
fruits, act on. the system
with the same beneficial

= results as the salt contained

in the juices of fresh fruits, These

salts are the foundation of ot ot

ABBEY’S EFFERVESCENT ¢

SALT. The scarcity of fresh

fruits in winter time makes Ab-
bey’s Effervescent Salt all

the more necessary to the
health,

All druggists sell this standard
English preparation at 6oc a large
bottle; trial size, asc,
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HINDOC REMEDY
PRODUCES THE ABOVE
Resuits in 30 1res
all Nervous Diseases. Failing Memory
Parosis, lessnees, Nightly Emis-
rions, ete., cauved 3! past abuses, giv
vigor and size to shrunl
surely restorea Lost Ma
Easily carvied i
Six for $5.00

con- |
| that will cure Fever aiid Ague and all other
! Malarious, Bilious and other fevers, aided by

; : ! ness, Sleeplessness, S8ick Headache, Diarrhoea
hire Canadian workmen and to buy all |
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| m’envoyer une ‘‘Bellie Image.”
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Radways’ Ready Relief cures the worstpians |
in from one to twenty minutes, Not one hour
after reading this advertisement need any one
suffer with

ACHES AND PAINS.

For Headache (whether sick or nervous,)
toothache. neuralzia, rheumatisnm, lumbago,
,Em‘ns. eud weakness in the back, spine or

idneys, pains around the Iiver, pleurisy.
swelling of the joints and pains of all kinds,
the apnlication of Radway’s Ready Relief will
afford immediate ease, and its continued use
or a few days effect a permanent cure.

A CURE FOR ALL

Colde, Coughs, Sore Throat, Influenza, Bron
chitis, Pneumoria, Swelling of the Joints
Lumbago, Inflammations. Rheumatism, Neu-
ralgia, Frostbitcs, Chilblains, Headaches,
Toothacle, Asthma, Diflicuit Breathing.

Cures the worst pains in from one to twenty
minutes. Not one hour after reading this
advertizrment need any one suffer with pain.

Radway's Rrady Relief is a sure cure for
every Pain.Sprains, Bruiges, Pains in the Back,
Chest and Limbs.

IT WAS THE FIRST
AND IS THE ONLY
PAIN REMEDY

That instantly stops the most excruciating
paing, allaysinflammation and cures Conges-
tions, whether of the Lungs, Stomach, Bowels
or otner glands or organs, by one application.

A half to a teaspoornful in half a tumbler of
water will in a few minutes cure Cramps,
Spasmes, Sour Stomach, Heartburn, Nervous

Dysentery, Colic, Fiatulency and all interna
paine.
There ie not a remedial agent in the world

Raaway’s Pillg, so quickly as Radway’s Ready
Relief.

»’25 cents per bottle. Sold by all druggists.
adwa \J 'S
E i 1 i

Purely vegetable, mild and reliable. Causa
Perfect Digestion, complete absorption and
healthful regularity. For the cure of all dis-
orders of the Stomach, Liver, Bowels, Kidneys,
Biadder, Nervous Liscases.

LOSS OF APPETITE,
SICK HEADACHE,
INDIGESTION,

DIZZY FEELINGS,
FEMALE COMPLAINTS,
BILIOUSNESS,
DYSPEPSIA,

PERFECT DIGESTION will bs accom-
plished by taking itadwav’s Pills. By their
ANTI-BILIOUS properties they stimulate
the liver in the secretion of the bile and its
discharge through the biliary ducts. These
Pills indoses from two to four will quickly
regzulate the action of the liver and free the
patient from these disorders. One or two of
Radway’s Pills, taken daily by those subject
to bilious pains and torpidivy ef the liver, will
kecep the system regulur and secure healthy
digestion.

Price 25c per bottle. Sold by all Druggiats,
or sent by mail on receipt of price.

LADWAY & CO., No. 7 St. Helen street,
Montreal, Canada.

BILIOUSHESS
CONSTIPATION
SICK HEADACHE
ano s LIVER TROUBLES

S alaxative,one pill acts perfectly,
and if a stronger action is
desired a cathartic effect is produced
by two pills. In obstinate cases,
where a purgative is necessary, three
pills will be found sufficient.  These
pills leave no unpleasant after effect.
One pill taken each night during
thirty days will cure constipation.

motnk 22C. OR § FOR $1.00

All nationalities and climes contribute te
the popularity of

OWEET HOJRE SOAP

Read the following:

Grand Clairier,
Le 16 Decembre, 1897.
Messieurs Liondon Soap Co.
Messieurs,—Je vous envoie 25 pa-
piers de savon et je vous prie de

Je fuis Messieurs,
Vos, ete,

JOSEPH CHARLES.

‘“Belles Images” and other premium
for all.

London Scap Company,

Navigation and Railways

ALLAN LINE

Royal Mail Steamships, Liverpool, Call.
ing at Moville.

From Portland.
«.edan,

L'pool direct.
Parisian.... o o
Laurentian.. ...
Numidian...... i
Carthaginian....
Mongolian
Parisian...... .

.  RATES OF PASSAGE.

First cabin Derry and Liverpool, $52 59 and
upwards: return $105 and upwards. Second
cabin. Liverpool, Derry, London, $§34. Steerage,
Liverpool. Derry, MHelfast, Glasgow, ‘London,
everything found. $22 50 and 823 50,

Glasgow-New York service — From New
Yori. Cabin, $:5 and upwards: return $x6
and upwards; second cabin, $35; return, $64 13; |
steerage $2359.

AGENTS—E. Ds la Book% “Clock” cornet
Richmond and Dundas, hos, R. Parker.
scuthwest corner Richmond and
streeis, and §. B. Clarke. 416

898

RUNIANS
& BUTLE

098]

208, 210, 210}, 212 Dundas Street.

January

Bargains.

No one can

thoroughly appreciate

the bargains that will be offered in the
Big Store this month without a personal
visit.  All the goods have been re-priced

and

Big Inducements Will Be Found in
Every Department.

Although this sale offers greater inducements than you will
find anywhere else, we would say just here that every
article on sale is absolutely new---this season’s
importation---and at the prices we have
marked the stock for this

JANUARY SALE

There will hundreds of opportunities to pick up genuine
bargains from a high-class stock, embracing

Silks and Dress Gaods,
Black and Mourning Goods,
Mitlinery and Manties,
Lagies’ Fine Furs, |
Blanke(s and Fiangels,
Gotionades and Siirtings,

 Linens and Stapies,
Hosiery and Underwear,
Garpe(s and Gurtaigs,
Gicthing and Shoss,
Grcceries and Grockery,
| GRina and Glassware,

We want intelligent people to foliow our store talk.

It’s good readings

because it pays the reader, and we want shoppers to note our prices and com-

pare with the best that’s going.
buyers,

We're determined to satisiy the keenest

e
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Navigation and RailwaysiNav_i_g_ation and Railways

O Rl
OF CANADA

The direct Route bstween the West
and all points on the Lower St. Law-
rence and Baie des Chaleur, Prov-
ince of Quebec; also for New Bruns-
wick, Nove Scotia, Prince Edward
and Oape Breton Islands, Newiound-
land and St, Pierre.

Express trains leave Montreal and Halifax
daily (Sunaay excevoted) and run through
without change between these points.

The through express train cars of the Inter-
coionial Railway are brilliantly lighted by
electricity, and beated by steam from the loco-
motive, thus greatly increasing the comfort
and safety of travelers,

Comfortable and elegant buffet, sleeping and
day cars are run on all through express trains,

fhe popular summer sea bathing and fishing
resorts of Canada are all along the Interco-
lonial, or are reached by that route,

Canadian=European Mail
and Passenger Route.

Passengers for Great Britain and the Con-
tinent can ieave Montreal Tuesday morning
and join outward Maii Steamers at St. John
on Wednesday, or they can leave Montireal
on Wednesday morning and join outwsard
Mail Steamers at Halifax on Toursday.

The attention of shivpers is directed to the
superior facilities cffered by this route for the
transport of fiour and general merchandise in-
tended for the Kastern Provinces, Newfound-
land snd the West Inuies; also for ghipments
of grain and produce intended for ithe Kuro-
vean markets, either by way of St. John or
Hzlifax,

Tickets may be obtained and all information
about the route, also freight and passenge.
rates, on application to

A. H. HARRI®S,
General Traffic Manager,
Board of Trade Building, Montreal,
D, POTTINGER,
General Manager.
Railway Office. Moncton, N. B.,
21st May, 1897.

MicH16aAN CENTRAR

MAKES CLOSE CONNECTIONS
FOR ALL POINTS

East, West,
North and
South.

For particulars and tickets apply at City
Office, 395 Richmond street.
JOHN PAUL, City Agent.
0. W. RUGGLES, JOHN G. LAVEN,
General Pasa Agent, Can. Pass, Agent
L -

Real Estate and
Mining Stock Broker.
Moaey to Loan. Notes Collected.

JAS. MILRE, ==

Feather and down cushions, 50 cents
each. Large stock of goose feather
pillows and mattresses. Fancy rock-
ers, bedroom suites. Stoves bought
and sold at the Feather Bed aaa
Mattress Cleaning Factory. James
F. Hunt & Sons (93 Richmond street

Dundas St,
LONDON.

S——
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YEAR RATES.
Return tickets will be issued as below:
General Public, Single First-Class Fay

Good going on Dec. 31 and Jan, 1; good ¢
turning until Jan. 3, 1898,

Single First-Class Fare and One-Third,

Good going Dee. 50 to Jan, 1; good returning
until Jan. 4, 1898.

Between all stations in Canada, Windsor,
Sault Ste. Marie, Fort William and east, and
toand from Deiroit, Mich., and to,butnot from
Suspension Bridge, N. Y., and Buffalo, M. Y.
Single First-Class Fare and One-Third.

Good going Dec. 31 and Jan, 1: goed return-
ing until Jan. 4, 1898.

From all stations London and West, to all
points on lines in Central Passenger Associa-
tion territory in the UNITED STATES.

Teachers and Students

(Upon surrender of proper certificate signed
by principal),

Single First-Class Fare and One-Third,

Good going Dec. 10 to 31: good rsturning
until Jan, 18, 1808,

THOS. R. PARKER, city ticket agent, 151
Dundas street, corner Richmond.

—FOR—

KLONDIKE

and All Canadian
4. _Gold Fields.

LONLON to—

1st-class.

WRANGEL ..........$ 86 80
JUNEAU...ccoceeeeea 93 80
cesssasrese 101 80
SKAGUAY........... 101 80 80 80
DYEA (Taiya)........ 101 80 80 80

Offices—**Clock” corner Richmond and Dun-
das streets, E. De la Hooke, city agent, and G,
T. R. depot.

WHITE STAR LINE

Royal and United States DMail Steam-
ers for Queenstown and Liverpool

*TEUTONIC. .cevcerennee ...Jan. 12, noon
'ANNIC ..... vesessedan, 19, noon

] Jan. 26, noon
wieee..Feb. 2, noon
Feb. 9, noon

Feb. 16, noon

sSuperior second cabin accommodation on
these sleamers.
'bFrom White Star dock, foot West Tenth St,

Saloon rates—On Teutonic and Majestic, $75
and upwards: second cabin rates, Majestic and
Tentonic, $456 and 847 50: Adriatic, 240
and upwards. according to location of berth.
Round trips at reduced rates. Salodn rates
on Germanic and Britannic, $80 and upwards.
Steerage at lowest rates. Company’s office, 41
Broadway New York.

¥or further information apply Lo

EDWARD DE LA HOOKE

SOLE AGENT FOR LONDON,
Office—*Clock.”corner Richmond and Du'ntdu.
y

2nd-class
$63 80
72 80
77 80

g - ————

Mammoth Livery

Hacks, Coupes, Landaus, Busses and Light
Livery. Sudé’lee Horses, Sale_and Boa
Stable. Open day and night. Phone 503,

A.G.STROYAN i




