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hither with mighty hMvinfi And itnigfflfls, rounding up
in the centre of the river,m had heen noticed to wme extent
in 1883, and poshing and piling np on the banki but not
making any profrea down the river, until it beeame evi-
dent that Nature waa unable to brwik the barrier and im-
menae injury waa likely to oceur.

At that juncture the Engineer Corpa of the United
Statea Regular Army, at Buffalo, initiated a aeries of ex-
plosions of dynamite, by eleotrie mines, in the main block-
ade down near the river mouth opposite Fort Niagara.
After several days of very difficult and dangeroua worit,
as much as 4,000 lbs. of dynamite being exploded at one
time, the blockade waa broken, the seven miles of ice be-
gan to move in alternate rushes and baitings, until at
length the river waa dear.

The situation had been at timea alarming. At Lewiston
the docks were completely engulfed under 80 feet of iee,

the ioe (pinnacles sweeping up high above the level of the
swollen water and carrying away a portion of the gallery
of the hotel. On the Queenston side a mark baa been
placed about thirty feet above the usual water level ahow-
ing the height to which the ice hummocks rose. At Nia-
gara-on-the-Lak« the iee mounted high above the level of
the do^, but by happy fortune a good siied iceberg had
grounded in the channel at the end of the dock leading in-

to the inner basin. Here it held out as a buffer outside
the line of the "piling" along the bank, withstanding all

the attaoka from above, and thrusting the floes out into
the stream, thus preserving the dock, lighthouse and build-
ings from destruction.

When the waters subsided the shores of the river for
twenty to thirty feet above the usual level were found to
have been swept clear of every buah and tree from the


