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))y our Blessed Lord, that Ho would Ik* with His Apostles always,

even unto tlic end of the world, Ims heon to our day fulfilled, and

doubtlor,,^ will bo to the end of time.

And this pt^riKituation of the Minintry, by iiiiinteinipted succession,

is most promotive of due oraer and regidarity, and most conaonai :t to

right reason. And ye^ how often do we find that this iin|)ortant

principle in the Christian Ministry is not only disregarded, but stren-

viously opposed, by many who profess and call theniselves Christians.

Let us hope that a better appreciation .>f its value may ere long obtain.

And in order to this, we would refjuest your atttmtion to the cir-

cuTOsloncc, that those bodies of Christians who generally oppose the

doctv'iie of succession in the Ministry, yet find it necessary, with but

few exceptions, to at., upon the same principle in t^ffect, though li-

mited and defective in extent in thtur own religious organizations.

For 3ven those Ixxlies who have separated from the (^hureb, do

not, at least with very few exceptions, acknowledge any as their

Ministers excent such as have been ordained by other Ministers of

their body, and these again by Ministers precedinj^ them. And thi^

is precisely tne principle of succession in the > >try , with the ex-

ception, that this succession does not extend un he Apostles, but

centres in some eminent individual, who was the !ounder of their pe-

culiar organization, either in the Sixteenth Century or at some sub-

sequent period. But if ministtrial succepsio*- be right and proper

now, it was e(|ually so then ; if it bo not lawf-Vl for any man " to

take this office and authority upon him" now, " except he be called

of God as was Aaron," neither v/as it lawful at any former period.

Some indeed claim succession from, the times of the Apostles through

the stcond order of the Ministry, to whom however, as we have al-

ready pointed out, the power of ordination was never gi"en, and by

whom there is no proof of its ever having been exercised, either in

the age of the Apostles, or i.he age? that immediately succeeded them.

But, Brethren, with what post^iblo consistency can those who are

obliged to act upon the principle of succession in the Ministry now,

and those who endeavour to claim it through a subordinate channel,

attempt to oppose, or even rashly to deride the truth of an uninter-

rupted succession of the Ministry in the Church, from the Apos^

ties, through the highest order, which the Churcii of Christ has ever

held, at all periods of her history, and in all places of her sojouraupon

cai-th ?

Tk't this succession in the Ministry has always been p'-iserved is

abundantly evident ; for not only have ancient auJiors preserved the

very names of those who succeeded the Apostles in the principal

Bishoprics, so that every Bishop in om* CV.ufch may trace the trans-

mission of his office from some or other of the Apostles ; but more-

over, the same testimony of the Church which assures us that the

Scriptures which we now possess are the f une Holy Scriptures given

to the Church from the beginning, and transmitted down to us, assures

us also that the Ministry in the Church has leen always transmitted

through its highest order, each Bisiiop having been ordained by thnse
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