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i*s work, as it will ever do, and in physical endurance
and intellectual encr^^y, the north iwserted the supe-

riority which to this hour it 'Maintains.

Look now, iriy ijord, at tlie map of Airicrica. A
very coiDHion i'lea prevails in this country, that nearly

the whole ('ontini'nt of North America was lost to

Enj.;iand at the Uevoluti(jn, juid that only a few in-

sif^nificant and almost worthless Provinces remain.

I'his is a great, and if the error extensively prevail,

may he a fatal mistak Great Britain, your Lord-

ship is well aware, ov/ns up to this moment, one-half

the contirii'nt ; and, lakiiii.; the cxam])le of i'iUroixj to

guide u.s, i helieve tiie best hall'. JSiot the best for

slavery, or for growing cotton and tobacco, but the

best lor raising irien and women ; the most congenial

to the constitution of the northern Euroixjan ; the

most provocative of steiuly industry ; and all things

else being e(|ual, the iriost impregnalile and secure.

Jhit tiiey are not and never have been e(|ual. The
first British emigration all went to the southern half

of the continent, the northern iK)rtion, for 150 vears,

being occui)ipd by French hunters, traders, and In-

dians. The British did not begin to settle in Nova
Scotia till 174!», nor in Can;ula till 17(W. I'ror to

the former [Kjriod, Miussachusetts hiiil a |)opulation of

1(50,000, Connecticut 100,000. 'J'he city of I'hiladel-

I)hia hail IW.OOO inhabitants ijclorc an Englishman had
built a house in Halifax ; Maine had 2,48,') enrolled

militiamen before a British settlement w;is formed in

the Province of New Brunswick. The other States

were proportionally advanced, before Englishmen
turned their attention to the northern Provinces at all.

The permanent occu|)ation of Halifax, and the

Loyalist emigration from the older i'rovinces, gave
them their (irsl impetus. But your Lordship will per-

ceive that in the nice ol'im|)rovenicnt, the old thirteen

States had a long start. They hail three millions of
Britons and their descendants to begin with, at the

Revolution. But a few hundreds occujMed the Pro-

vinces, to which 1 wish to call attention, at the com-
menceineiit of the war, only a few thousands at its

close. Your Lordship will I trust, readily perceive

that h;ul both portions ot the American Continent en-

joyed the same advantages from the jKiricxl when the

Treaty of I'aris w.us signed, d(jwn to the ])resent hour,

the southern half mubl have improved and increased

its numbers much faster than the northern, because it

had a luimerous ]iopulation, a (lourisliing commerce,
an.l much wealth to begin with. But the advantages
have not been eijual. The excitement and the ne-

cessities <if the War of hideiJendence inspired the peo-

ple of the South with enteqirise and self-confidence.

Besides, my Lord, they had free tnule with each other,

and, so far ius they chose to have, or could obtain it by
their own diijloinui y, with all the world. 'J'he North-
ern Provinces had separate Governments, half pater-

nal des|Hjtisms, which repressed rather than encour-
Jiged enterprise. They liad often hostile tarids, no
bond of union, and, down to the advent of Mr. Hus-
ki.sson, and from thence to the final repeal of the nav-
igation laws, were cramped in all their commercial
enterprises by the restrictive [lolicy of England.

In other res|)ects, the Southern States had the ad-

vantiige. From the moment that their inde|jendence

was recognized, they enjoyed the absolute control over
their internal ali'aii,^. Your Lordship, who has h;ul

tlit^ most ample opportunity of estimating the repress-

ing inllueiice of the old colonial system, and, happily

liir us, have swept it away, can reiulily iimcy what
advantages our neighbours derived from exemption
from its trami.i is. On rellection you will think it

less remarkable that the southern half of the continent

ha.s iiiipid\ed faster than the northern, than that the

latter should have improved at all.

But I have not (.numerated all the sources of dis-

parity. The national Government of the United
States early saw the value and importance of emigra-

tion. They bought up iiidiau lands, extended their

acknowledged frontiers, by purchase or successful di-

plomacy, surveyred their territory, and prepared for

colonization. The States, or public associations with-
in them, borrowed millions from England, opened
roads, laid off lots, and advertised them in every part
of Euro|)e by every fair and often by the unfair means
of pulling and exaggeration. The General Govern-
ment skilfully seconded, or rather suggested, this po-
licy. They Iramed constitutions suited to those new
settlements; invested them with modified forms of
self-government from the moment that the most sim-
ple materials for organization were accuiuulated ; and
formed them into new States, with representation in

the National Councils, whenever they numbered 40,000
inhabitants.

What did England do during all this time ? Almost
nothing: she was too inuch occujiied with Eurojiean
wars and diplomacy. Wasting millions in subsidizing

foreign Princes, many of whose petty dominions if

flung into a Canadian lake would scarcely raise the

tide. What did we do in the Provinces to fill up the

northern territory / What could we do ? Down to

ltil,5 we were engrossed by the wars of England, our
commerce being cramped by the insecurity of our
coasts and harbours. Down to the promulgation of

L-Jrd John Russell's memorable despatch of the 16th

of October, 1830, and to which full efTect has been
given in the continental provinces by the present Ca-
binet, we were engaged in harassing contests with
successive Governors and Secretaries of State, for the

right to manage our internal aflTairs.

This struggle is over, and we now have the leisure

and the means to devote to the great questions of co-

lonization and internal improvement—to examine our
external relations with the rest of the empire and
with the rest of the world—to consult with our Bri-

tish brethren on the imjierfect state of those relations,

and of the best a))i)ropriation that can be made of
the-'r surplus labour, and of our surjilus land, for our
mutual advantage, that the poor may be fed, the waste
places filled uj), and this great empire strengthened and
preserved.

But it may be asked, What interest have the people
of England in this inquiry ? I may be mistaken, but,

in my judgment, they have an interest far more im-
portant and profound than even the colonists them-
selves.

The contrast between the two sides of the Ameri-
can frontier is a national disgrace to England. It has
been so recorded in her parliamentary papers, by Lord
Durham, by Lord Sydenham, and by other Governors
and Commissioners.

There is not a traveller, from Hall to Buckingham,
but hius impressed this conviction on her literature.

We do not blush at the contrast on our own account

;

we could not relieve it by a single shade beyond what
has been accomplished. We have done our best, un-
der the circumstances in whicii we have been placed,

as I have already shown by reference to our social

and commercial progress ; hut we regret it, because it

subjects us to the imputation of an inferiority that we
do not feel, and makes us doubt whether British states-

men will, in the time to come, deal with our half of

the American Continent more wisely than they have
in times piust.

It is clearly then the interest and the duty of Eng-
land to wiiK^ out this national stain, and to reassure

her friends in North America, by removing the dis-

advantages under which they labour, and redressing

the inequalities which they feel.

Having, however imperitictly, endeavoured to show
that as a mere question of iconomy, of relief to her

municipal and national finances, no less than of reli-

gious obligation, it is the duty of England to turn her
attention to N.irth America, \ erniit me now for a mo-
ment to direct your Lordship's attention to the terri-

tory which it behoves the [)eople of these United
Kingdoms to occupy, organize, and retain.
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