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THK FUTI'RE OF CANADA.

served, " that it wiis to be expoctoil that the qu.in-
|

tity of unoccupied liiiul iind the easily sati^^fied i

wants of tlie bhick population, would detiicli them

troui tlic labours of the fic.d iind biiut,' a'ouut ilis-

(wtrous evils io the propvieiaiy body. Now. ir, u>

quite tiue that this result did follow but u was I

only one of the caus;es which produced such ter-

rible distress in the West Indie.-<, and particuluvly
,

in Ja-nnica and British Guiana, but this did not
'

apply to the other Islands of Barbadoert, An-

ti;,nia, Trinidad, itc. The colonists themselves
,

over and over airain remonstrated with the Impo-
|

rial Government on the injurious consequences of
j

tlieir partial let,'islation, and predicted the -'uiu
j

that would suridy overtake them. For they well
j

understood that the system which in England is
:

called Free Trade, was partial and unjust, and

framed with special reference to the interests ot

15ritain alone and did not bear reference directly

to coh)nial interests. It must be borne in nimd

that while Great Britain forced on her possessions

the aoceptauce of her own policy, she left them to

a most unjust competition with the Slavedioldm:,'

States in their neighborhood, v. hose snirars were to

Ije admitted into the iiritisli market on tho same

terms, and worse thau this, t^lie kept up, anil is

still keepina: up a base monopoly in her o.ipital

cities, for the protection of a few British lleh-

ners ; and by a prohibitory du'y on reiiaed West

India su!,'ar, prevents the colonist from enterhv^

her markets with the best mmufictured article.

lu Sir Robert Schomburek's ('xcelient work we

have his authority for strongly eon Iem'.:in.f this

policy and ho clearly points out the vaeillat.mj;,

tamperin/ system which h>s been i)ursue(l by

contrasting Sir IL.bert Teel's speeeii in answer to

Lord Langdon's, Jan. 1841, and the Iligbt Hon.

Baronet's financial statement on assuming power

immediately afterwards, although his measure

was not in the eomtiioiicemoiit so sweeping as h'n

predecessors in olliee ; it laid the foundation for

the admission of sugar manufactured by Slave

labour. The duty of 27s per hundred weigiit

wliiclj it was professed should merely contmue

during tho war, ter duated in 181'.J wlieu the duty

on British I'lantatiou sugar was reduced to four-

teen shihingd. The duly on foreign sugar and

the produce of free labour met at the same time

a corre.-pondlug mludiou; and in eonsequeiice

t)f certain commercial ireatius with countries

where Slavery still prevailed, and by which they

they were jd'aced on the footing of most favored

iiaiion-. some sugars prmiueed by slave labour

I

jiwrenow likewise admitU'd at this reduced duty.

' The revenue was compeiisatiid for tho reduction

of duty, 1) )tli on Foreign and 13ritish |dantation

suirar, bv the increused consumption, and ihis m-

creaaed consumption produced a rise in the price

of sugar, which proved reinunerativc to the plan-

ter. ''The powerful party in I'ariiai.ient mean-

while prcr-sed upon ministers with success, the

measure for the admission of foreign sugar, whe

tluT the produce of free or slave labour ;
and

v,iough thcv resisted fl.e abolition of all protc<!-

tivo dnties'at tliat time, a sliding scale was intro

duced by which these duties were to termiuate. .

The preceding twelve years, from ';!-t to '4(>, ofT-.-r

the example of an inconsistency in [mperia! mea-

sures without a parallel in any previous age during

so .short a period. These eolouies. by the value

of their commerce, contributed mainly to tho s i-

premaey of Great Britain as a naval power. Fov

years they alForded an unfailing and remunerative

market for tho manufactures of the mother coun-

'trv, and relieved Great Britdn fr.Mn depending

'or her colonial pr..;luce wholly on foreign coun-

tries. It would, therefijre. have been considered

tho interest of Great B"itain to foster and p oteet

her colonies, but the events of the past twelve

vears prove the contrary, and leave it undisputed

that the colonists have been hardly dealt witli-

If we judge from the various measures which

sue ;eedt;irthe emancipalio:i, we are almost led to

i the conclusion that it was the object of the Go-

' verninent to sacrifice twenty millions of money

i to destroy a capital of live times the amount ves-

; led by British suhjects in tlie colonies. Tiie fiat

i has been passed, and the mono[)oly on su^ar in

I

favour of the British eolouiea, was abolished at

1
ilu! eominmcement of the second hidf of this

century. This sacrifice bis been conceded to the

I fr(!o trade principle ; and while in the abstract

! the ])oliticil economist can but rejoice in the

1 mi<'-hty strides witli which tliis only true principle

I .,t "'-ommerce advances, we must regret, with the

i niueh injured colonists, that it his been employed

i
a<Minst their interests while their commerce re-

\ inain^ fettered by restrictions and monopolies—

}
such were the cruel a.d unjust impediments

j
tlirowii ui the w.iy to prevent the suecessful work-

i ing of Africiin emancipation, and it is to such hiii-

; dnmee, arising from most lamentable igi.orance.

i Uiat most of the wisest and best colonial measures

;
have bemi thwarted—think you that any colonial

I

oocretary would have been found reckless enough

i to spurn the respecUul remonstrances of a con-

.solidatcd people { tliat if instead of being divide 1

ii-to fra:mentary eommaud<, the West India Is-

lands could h.ive spoken, as Canada has spoken,

I hat either the sophistry of a Peel, or the coll

sellishness of a Chandos. would have suceessluUy

crushed them ? but weak, defenecless, divided as

they are, oppression accomplished its work. Turn

then, inv brethren, turn quickly away from the

contemplation oi those miserable dift'enmces

which would divide nis into paltry cliques ! east

U) the winds those cdldish f-ineies which embitter

and mar o'lv pio.jjeets, and remesoher that we

..we a Indy allegiance to this, our only home, and

that hiMietforth no one of us cm duim a better

I


