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up his pulpit Bible, which according to the custom of the

times, he had brought with him from his house, and with that

majestic manner, which was so natural to him, and with awfully

impressive solemnity of tone, protested as in the Divine pres-

ence, that he was now obeying the dictates of duty, and that

not he, but his opposers, were responsible at the judgment seat

of God for the scenes of that day. The words spread a thrill

of deep emotion throughout the vast assembly—more especially

as they looked on the gray hairs and majestic form of the vene-

rable sufferer ; but every thought of violence had given way to

holier feelings, and quietly retiring to a convenient spot, they

listened to the ministrations of the dauntless witness whom

they now began to regard not only with the affection due to a

pastor, but with something of the veneration claimed by a

martyr.

" The place selected for the solemn service was such as to

harmonize with the state of mind of the worshippers, and to

provide the vast multitude with a fitting sanctuary. To this

day the visitor to Stirling is guided to a verdant and elevated

spot, that rises to the northward of that ancient seat of kings.

Here with the frowning ramparts of the castle rising above

him—rich and waving plains beneath, amid which the * many

linked' Forth seeks his majestic way, and begins his strange

and mazy circles as if loath to leave so fair a scene, with far in

the distance the noble Grampians raising their bold and rugged

pinnacles into the clouds—did this father of the Secession

gather together his scattered sheep, and rear, as it were, in

visible form, the standard, which bore inscribed on it, ' Christ's

crown' and ' His people's right.*

" The first portion of the 60th Psalm was p;iven out by Mr.

Erskinc to be sung, and very appropriately opened the services

of the day.

< '0 Lord thou hast rejected us

And scattered us abroad?

Thou justly hast displeased been,

Return to us, Qod.


