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*' of ;
, character, in Canada, who gave the smallest shase of belief

*' to the '•' Disclosures." This I found to be the case without excej)-

" tion. The lliglit Rev. and Rev. clergymen, whom the autlior of
*' this work has so wantonly assailed, and represented as guilty of the
*' grossest immorality, are known throughout Canada to be the most
" excellent and exemplary of men. Dr. Lartique, the amiable, pious
" and learned Bishop of Montreal,, is univerwdly revered as the father

,

'' of the poor, and the best friend of the forlorn orphan. The Rev.
" Mr. I'helan, a clergyman, who is also the subject of foul abuse, has,

" during fifteen years' residence in Montreal, secured to himself, by
" inmnnevable acts of charity, a high place in the affections of the
" Irish, Knglish, and Scotch Catholics and Protestants of the city.

I would not have alluded to this painful subject, were it not that

I imagine some ignoraut person may ([uestion why it was passed over

in silence, and that some Protestant, into whose hands this memoir
may fall, might assert that we dreaded to mention the matter, and
conclude thereby that we were not prepared to prove that the "Awful
Disclosures" were a ^fabrication. The rising generation, who may
hear of Matia IMonk, and who may be often associating with their

separated brethren, can probably benefit by the few remarks I have

UKide on the subject. It is most painful to me to have to call uito

(piestion the revered name of Father Phelan, as if the least shadow
of su,-])icion or (ioul)t could be attached to his conduct in connection

with the prostitute lAFaria ^lonk.

J}y eoiisidering more attentively or examining mdwe minutely tho

acts ol' ]'riest Piielan during his pious labors at Montreal, we learn

that he was uot only a spiritual director and father over his people,

but tliat he had actually tcv become a counsellor in temjioral matters,

mid many ixirsons relied si\lely on him to adjust their accounts. For
instance, to begin with the year 18;}2, seven years al'ter his ordination,

and examiiK! his dei'ds, vear after year, mitil 1(S42, we find that he

interested hiiiiself in the well'are of the poor Irish ol" tlu; city, and
devoted his lile. night aud day, to their service, so mi' ti so that each

one l(toked upon liiiii as a friend and benefactor. The (!oiise((aenee of

this was, (liat many of tliem entrusted their little means to his safe-

k(;eping—others were found applying to him yearly, and soniefiines

ol'tciier, to cast,. an eve over their accounts, in order that they would be

properly reuidated. Again, tlu! many deposits of money which wen^
made to him, bespeak tiu^ conlidence that was reposed in him by all

who leanie(l of his holy life. Some of these d.^ponits, to the amoiuit

of ;ifl,K5((, were sent from St. doliu's—others were sent from Hytown
(now Ottawa) -otiiers, in line, were made by persons leaving tin?

country, with the understanding that, in ease they died or did nut

return, t lie good priest would have the money to disiiose of as ho
tliou'.rht |»ropei'. It fell t(t my lot to reside in Montreal Ibr a number
of years, a lew id" which I passeil tlu>re during the time i'^allier Phelan

li!!',! ("are of tiio Irish ccaigrcgatioii, and as T jiad ottenlimes occsasioii

to associate with nuuiy of both ridi. uud poor who. wuro fed by hia.


