
wcaranN Canada

Tbcr* h probably do dittHnt oo tb« North Aroericaa cootiDeot wbiob

«ftO bout of « Kil M fertile aod productire u thst of Wratem r.tnwU.

Tbif appLlM very geoerally, and ii the n«'ilt of toni of depocit by tbt

great ioUud wft whiifa once covered thu part of North America, and of

which the Great L>' of the Northweet are the reroaminK linke.

It ii ooly of r n( yean that the abnomial fertility and laating

qualitiea of the eoiU of the freat plaini of America hai beeo properly appra-

olated and underitood. Soil ohemieta nowadaye are aocopting the

theory that the priocipal cauao of toil exhauetion ia a heavy rainfall,

which bring! into euepended form the availuble plant food in the soil, and

earriea it away with the iteni' waten into the drainage channeb.

It itands to reauon that where the rainfall ia not niffirient to create

floodi or heavy ruD-ofT, eo charact«rifltic of EIaet«m Canada and the

Eaatera and C'^ntral Statee, but remaine, rooro or leai, in the lub-aoU,

there ii practiciOly no loee by leachiD,-; whatever, and coueequently the

laeting qualitiee of the ioil are oorreepondinKly KrpBt«r. While the Weet-

«m Provincea over tht. greater part enjoy a rainfall entirely aufficient for

agricultural purpoeea, they are very eeldoro aubject to exceaiive raina.

Thia ifl an important fact to take into cunaideration in connection tfitb

agriculture on p'airie eoili.

The general char^jLur of the aoil of the three Prairie Provinoea !•

very well deecribed by Frofeeaor Shaw, one of the beat known agronomiata

(rf the United Statea, who haa made a careful and thorough atudy of

ihemall:

"Ttw fint foot of Mil io tha thrM Pt. .oom of Msnltobft. 8ukat«b««Mt aad Alberta,

la tb«i; irefttMt DStural heritsn. It is worth mor* thao all tb« minea in tbe mouDUiaa froa

Alaak» to Mbijoo, mud more tbnn mil th« forMti from tbe L tiited 8tiitM bouadary to tba

Amio itea, vatt a* ih*mr are. And D«it (n value to I'i* huritaaQ ! tbe three feet of aoU

vbleb Uei UDdenmatb tbe fint. Ttie eubeoil ! noly aeoonJary In value to the eoU, tot

il#ai the former be of good value, there ! a prufior- iooate ati-utralitatioo of the latter.

Tbe worth of a isil and subaoil eanoot be meamired in acre*. Tbe meaaure of iu valu* la

the amouot of aitrogeD. phoephorirr acid and potaab which it oootaine; io other worda, la

Ha produeinf power. Viewed Irom thia atanclpoiDt, tbeae ianda are a beritace of uatoU
ralue. One aora of averair aoil in the Canadian Went ia worth mora than twenty aaree ol

averac^ eoil alooi tbe Atlantic aeaboard. The man who tilla the former can irow twenty

neeeanve arope without nurh diminution in tbe yielda: wbereaa, tbe peraon who tilla the

latter, in order to grow a aingle remunerative crop, muat pay the vendor of fertilisera half

aa muah for materiala to fertilise an acre ae wouK buy the acre ic tbe CMiadiao Weel."

The 0oi' of the Prnvtore of Briliah Columbia vary from the tight

but fertile soila of the ir'and plateaua to the deep, blark loama of the

eoast difltricta. The former ia apecially aHi>,ited to fruit-growing, and,

where irrigation ia available, to the production of fodder cropa. The
latter rank aa the most productive aoila in A meritta, and ktow phenomenal

eropa of nearly every kind

CLIMATE OF WESTERN CANADA

It afaould be understood that in such a vast extent of territory with aa

many varying local conditions the climate cannot be expected to be uni-

form Each portion of the country hoa its own peculiar advantages ia

tbe way oS climate, and the srttlt^r nan select for himself that portion far


