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frequent opportunities of explaining his views to those who
8U8tainod, and oocasionally to those who opposed him. It was
unnecessary for him then to i*epeat those views ; but lie felt it

due to his own sense of right, and to the opinions of his friends,

to say that, undei- present circumstances, he saw no reason to

withhold a sincere re-assertion of them. In his own mind he
could find nothing that would justify him under all the circum-

stances, in pursuing a different course from that which he had
taken. He nad the .satisfaction of knowing that there wore intel-

ligent men of a noble spirit in this Riding who concurred with
him—staunch friends of former days, who had on the i*ecent

occasion given him their assistance and votes, in the face of, as

the result showed, very discouraging circumstances. Principles

80 approved in his own mind, and so supported by such friends^

he could not abandon. Until constitutionally advised to the con-

trary by the votes of the majority, he telt bound to believe that

what he had always supported, what his constituents had fre-

quently affirmed at former elections—what he still believed to be
right—what he knew to be still sustained by men of valuable

character, was also still concun-ed in by a majority at least of his

constituents. He believed, indeed, that his successful opponent
did not differ from him in his view of his (Mr. Baldwin's) posi-

tion. Under those circumstances he felt he would not be justified

in accepting any evidence of a change in the minds of his consti-

tuents less doubtful than that of their own recorded votes. It cocld

not now be said of him in leaving, that he had abandoned them.
These considerations had im])elleu him not to shrink from the

ordeal of a contest, noi- from the announcement now made of its

result, however discouraging that result might be considered. It

only remained for him now to return his cordial thanks, first and
most especially to the staunch friends who in the face of disheart-

ening circumstances had manfully recorded their votes for him,
iiE)d actively assisted him at the polls and otherwise. To these

he felt he could not adequately express his obligations. He would
ftlso say that his acknowledgements were due to those who had
.l)!Qen his supporters on former occasions, not excepting out of this
aumber his successful rival, for the kindness he had met with
nmoug them, and for the courteous manner to himself personally,

in which the opposition to him had beeri conducted. They would
part, but part in friendship. They had withdrawn their political

confidence from him, and he was now free from responsibility to

them. Thei*e were among the points of difference oetween him
and their member elect, some not unimportant principles, but
although ha could not without some alarm observe a tendency
wliich he considered evil, still to all of them personally, he wished
the utmost prosperity and happiness they could desire. To his

fri^flids, then, of the North Riding, gratefully and not without
ri^igret, to his opponents without any feeling of unkindnesa, he
WPad now say, FAftBWBLL. .;,.:,,,„.•) ^:\:,u .n'.-.iri ) x \ ^


