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feligion and virtue. He may be truly faid to have
performed his duty who loves that which is rigltt

with all his heart, and does it with all his power.
How far our ghiclous Sovereign has a6led up td

this rule, a view of his chara£ler as a private gen-
tleman and as the firft magi ft rate of a powerful
nation will fufficiently prove.

In his private charadcr, we have every thing to

jpraife and nothing to condemn. We know that

many have fuppoled that a public man may have
a double charaiftcr. That he may be lax in his

private deportment, that he may even indulge in

many vices, and allow himfdf a latitude of ading
inconfiftcnt with religion and virtue, and yet iix

his public capacity adhere to tht moft rigid integ-J

rity. I muft confefs that I am not among the

numbetof thofe who can admit that he Who is

neither a good hufband nor an affectionate parent,

can acquit himfelf uprightly in a public ftation :

or that the monarch whole private deportment

landions licentioufnefs and diffipation can ever be'

a patriot king. Should his public mcafures iflue

from the moft corredt principles, he could never

do fo much good, becaufe he never will be trufted.

It is impolTible to give fuch a perfon our unqual-

ified confidence. Doubts will continually intrude

themfelves, and the difagreeable imprefliori will

be always fuggefting itfelf, that he may prove falfe.

His public virtue feems to be affeded ; a deltifion,

a borrowed charafter which we never can believe

folic). It is at home, we fay, in the bofom of his

fumib ^ that a man is properly known it is amidfl

Lis Jomtftic ciicle, in the company of his friends


