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cd to America. But it is a mere bluftefr

under our prefent apprehenfions, to talk of

fending armies and fleets abroad ; and I

wi(h Miniflcrs to be aware of the confe-

qucnces of detaching fuch confiderable fqua-

drons as we are doing, whilft England itfelf

is infecure.

Admiral Hughes is about to fail with fix

fail of the line ; and it is faid he is to be

convoyed 300 leagues to the weftward by

ten fail more. I hope the remainder of our

Iket at Portfmouth and at Plymouth are

equal to every effort of the French and

Spaniards. It (hould ^'i a maxim, how-

ever, with every wife Vlinifter, as well as

with every experienced Admiral and Gene-

ral, to fuppofc that an enemy ws'// adually

do what he may or can do; and under

this idea, I would afk the Firft Lord of

the Admirahy, whether the Breft fleet may
not take the advantage of the firft fouth-

weft wind to anchor along-fide our (hips at

Spithead 3 and whether, in fuch a cafe, moft

of our (hips there might not be funk, burnt,

or taken ? (even though the odds are ten-

to oae in our f?."Our.) Whether any num-
ber


