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his own private aiFairs. This therefore

is the

Firft thing, which I would point out,

as deduciblc from the words of our text,

and as a nnioft important fentiment implied

in it ; that no forrows of our own are to be

fo far indulged, as to divert our attention

from the concerns and intereft of the pu-

blic, as not to leave the mind at libertie

to be even warmly affeded in its caufe,

and ftrongly fufceptible of its. joys. Were

there any one, who could juftly plead an

exemption from this public tie, on account

of the incumbencie and weight of his own
perfonal calamities, by paritie of reafon

everie one elfe might do the like, and

thus the communitie be wholly abandoned,

and left to fufFer (hipwrack amidfl the fur-

rounding ftorms and tempefls of private

adverfitie. Or, if it be only a certain der

gree of perfonal calamitie and diflrefs, that

is fuppofed fufHcient to releafe us ^om the

obligation of entertaining thefe more ger

nerous and extended views, will not eve«

rie man be at libertie to judge, in this

point, for himfelf ; and thus the fatal con-

fequence be, upon the whole, the fame ?
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