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Gf.neral Features.

The wliole of Mission Vnlley and Inaiicliing valleys are surrounded by extensive undu-

lating hills, in sonic tasch rising to a gieat height, and holding in their undulations considerable

lakes without visibi'

of but small cxtcMit.

be tapped by borin;.

outlet. Lower down, springs appear in places, forming running streams

This, how(!ver, points to an underground supply ; and should this supply

nil abundance ni water will be obtained.

Vernon, Okanaoan.

On leaving Missinn Vtillcy I returned to Vernon, and made a careful examination of the

country surrounding that place as far as Pleasant Valley, and the valley of the Coldstream as

far as the Nelson l>anc}i.

Wafer for doineslie purposes is much needed in the to.vn of Vernon, as all the wells at

present sunk are strongly imjiregnated with alkali, carried down with the suifaee water.

On the high plateau above the town to the east, occupied by the farms of Mr. Price

Elli.'^^on and the 1'.. C Express Company, iVc, water is uiuch needed, and can, from the forma-

tion of the ground, lie obtained high cinough to command a large area of land where irrigation

is much needed. To the southeast of the town there is, between tiie foot of the Long Lake
and the arm of Okauagan Lake, an extensive plateau of good land, but much too high to

obtain water for irri^jition by luiring, as tiie water supply lying above consists of small springs

find lakelets. In boring at this height, it is extremely unlikely that the water-bearing strata

Wiiuld be struck, from the proximity of Long Lake.

At th(! foot of this riiige, nt'ar the road from Vernon to Mission Valley, there is a strong

spiing issuing from the ground, which nigiit bo used for the town supply, as it consists of

beautiful water and continues to run tl.o year round.

Leaving Vernon, the road skirts the shon; of Swan Lake until the divide at O'Keef's is

reached. The valley of Swan Lake (or, more properly. Pleasant Valley) continues +,o run
north, divided from thi- Slough Luke Creek (which carries the drainage of Otter Lake into the

Okanagan Lake) by an undulating timl)ered ridge. In this valley are numbers of fine farms,

where water, both for irrigation and stock, is much needed. The valley, to the east, is backed
up by an extensive water-shed, the foot-hills holding numbers of small lakes Water could be

obtained here at a reasonable depth, varying from, I should say, 150 to 300 feet.

Turning to th(! west, there is a line plateau of land lying between the road to Salmon
River and that to Lansdcwne. This land is of little value without water (although taken up
and extensively improved). On this flat water might, I think, be obtained, as in the hills to

the west of it are numijrous lakes and swamps without much surface outlet. The mountains
to the west and north form a vast water-shed, and in the depression (through which runs the

Salmon River trail) there is no stream, and only some few blind lakes. It looks as if there

was some underground channel by which the water is conveyed to some lower level, which
could be reached by boring.

The swampy flat wjiich connects the Okanagan Lake and Otter Lake and receives the

drainage from Millstream, or Deep Creek (the stream being called by both names), continues

to run north-east until near Lansdowne, where the creek turns to the west, then again to the

north, running in a deep depression and having in the elbow, which it here makes, the fino

farms of Mr. Schubert, &c., and known as Round Prairie.

RoDND Prairie.

Water is much needed at this point, all water having to be hauled from Deep Creek. On
Mr. Schubert's ranch the divining rod was tried, and in the hands of an expert showed that

water would bo obtained at a depth of about fifty feet. Mf. Schubert, with a faith which
deserved to be rewarded, sunk (on the spot indicated Ijy the diviner) a beautiful shaft to the
depth of 125 feet, without any water being met with. A bore was then put down at the
bottom of this shaft some 40 feet further, and when abandoned the depth of soil or stratified

clay had not been reached. Another well was then started, near the road from Salmon River,

and a shaft 120 feet sunk. This well is in a particularly good place, but no water was struck,

and the sinking was abandoned, as the ventilation of a well of this depth was u great draw-
back to the speed of sinking. Should a site for a bore be wanted, this well is at your disposal,


