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tiix-^tlicrcr's exaction an a t<oiiu'tliiii<; to wliiilt all inunkiiul arc suKjcct, uiul kiu)\vii)<;

notliinj? better they are not miaerablo at the tliou<;l»t of what they must Iknm-. They

nro oven Bometimea convineotl tliut after all ''Iran" ia the favoured of heaven. Jii

ilhistrntion of this Sir John Malcolm tells an anecdote of an Arab-1'eriiian woman who hiu]

lueompanied an EnjjflJHh family to Britain, and was being (jiu'stioned by her relatives in

Mekran as to the country and iwopl. ho had visiteil. Were they happy? Were they rich?

AVas the country a good one? The eciuntry, the "ayah" replied, was a good one. It

was like u garden ; the people, she hud heard, were happy ; she knew tliey were wise,

and they seemed to be rich. At thia Iv r friends looked sad. Their country was not

like a garden, tho inhabitants were not wise, and they felt that they miglit be richer

without being any less happy, and they were turning away, for the lirst lime in

their lives, really discontented with their condition, when the woman remarked that in

" Feringhistan " there was one thing the people wanted. They had no date trees ; she had

not seen one in tho whole country, and for more than a year she had looketl for

nothing else. Then the Arabs were happy oneo more, for they were certain that a

country without dates must be miserable indeed.

Again, the Persians, when they leave home, either on business or pleasure—pleasure

being tho rarest of tho motives which induce them to leave their own country—take

eare, when they return, to run down the good points of the kingdoms they have

visited, so as to flatter the national vanity, and at the same time preserve their own

reputation for truthfulness. They are, moreover, so prejudiced—and this criticism applies

to Orientals generally—that they fail to see merit in anything which is different from

what they have been accustomed to, and hence generally spend their time abroad in

picking out the bad and not the good points of the nations they visit. Finally, the-

Persians, when they see their country visited by travellers, and foreigners readily residing-

in it either for purposes of trade or for the sake of official employment, naturally

come to the conclusion that if the homes of these people were all they declare thenv

to be, they would scarcely be so anxious to leave them. In Sir John Malcolm's day,

few Persians, even of the highest rank, underetood any language save t'leir own and

Arabic, and though all classes read, the Iwoks to which they had access contained

little information about any part of the world save Asia. Even then, the know-

ledge imparted was vague, erroneous, or generally unsatisfactory. Europe they only

knew by name, and by confused accounts of its nations and comparative greatness. At

a much later date, Jehangir Mirza, a grandson of Fetteh AH Shab, thought the English,

French, and Russian were all under one king, and was astonished to find that Great Britain

was governed by a female sovereign. Even yet, it is difficult to make them understand many

of tlie European inventions which have of late years been introduced into their country.

In particular the telegraph, of whieb there arc nearly 3,000 miles in operation, is as

puzzling to them as it has ever been to the unscientific in Europe. At first they considered

that the wires were hollow, and that the messages were blown through them. " Imagine a

dog whose tail is here in Teheran, and his muzzle in London ; tread on his tail here, and ho

will bark there." Even after this explanation by the telegraph officer, the local governor,

to whom it was vouchsafed, had some difficulty in understanding the rationale of tho :l.:..


