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desperate game, and both doubted the sincerity of the

United States.

I

Mr. Erskine was recalled, and the Eig'ht Honorable

Francis James Jackson, succeeded him as Minister Plcni-

potentiary of Great Britain at "Washington. The appoint-

ment of Mr. Jackson did not give satisfaction to the Amer-

ican Government, because, it is alleged, of his complicity

in the attack by British land and naval forces upon Copen-

hagen, early in September, 1807. However this may l)e,

lie was received with cool courlesy at AYashingfon, and, no

dou))t the eflect of his appointment was to widen the breach

])etwecn the two countries. Of Mr. Jackson, it is said in

Lossing's History of the "War of 1812—an American author-

that he was insolent, irritable and quarrelsome. He had

an unbounded admiration of the greatness of the people he

represented, and a corresponding contempt for the people

he had been sent to. He regarded the Americans as an

inferior people, and treated the othcers of their Government

with hauteur. His manners were so olTensive that afier the

second verbal conference with him, Secretary Smith refused

any correspondence, except in writing. The insolent

Diplomat was ollended, and wrote a letter to the Secretary,

which was considered insulting. The American Govern-

ment requested his recall, and early in 1810, he Avas

summoned back to England. But his Government mani-

fested the greatest inditlerence as to its relations with tlie

United States. The request for his recall was received

with the most perfect coolness, and no other Minister was

sent to "Washington until early in 1811. Such is the state-

ment concerning Mr. Jackson, which we find in Lossing's

History of the Afar of 1812—a work to which I am indebted

for much valuable information. In the volume of Historical

Documents, published under the auspices of the Society, I

find a despatch from the Marquis of "Wellesley, foreign

Secretary, to Mr. Pinckney, Minister of the United States


