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The Literary Convention was opened the next day at 10

A.M., the sitting being taken up by well timed addresses from

Professor H. Larue, Mr. P. LeMay, Mr. Chauveau and others,

varied by familiar remarks from the members as to the most

effective means, on behalf of the state and individuals, to

foster a national literature ; the resolutions adopted are

herewith enclosed.

This sitting closed at 12, noon, when the delegates, in a

body, waited on His Excellency, at Rideau Hall, by special

invitation. His Excellency was full of courtesy and evinc-

ed deep interest in tho object for which the Convention

had assembled.

It may be satisfactory to the Literary and Historical

Society to know that its delegates were the recipients of

marked civility from His Excellency and Lady Dufferin

the next day also. ^

The afternoon sitting of the Convention was specially

devoted to the important question of the Canadian archives

:

one of our laborious members, Mr. L. P. Turcotte, read an

ably written paper, pointing out the localiti s where the

archives of the Dominion now lie scattered, and in some

cases rapidly decaying through dampness, vermin and
other causes. Mr. Turcotte dwelt on the necessity of col-

lecting in each Province the various manuscripts and

printed matter referring to it, and placing the same in the

custody of the Government. His address i^^'^. to an earnest

debate, from which it appeared manifest that the whole

question of our archives was immersed in neglect and

chaos. Instead of a Public Record Office, such as we find

in the Mother country, we have no less than four Bureaux

in Ottawa contahiing most important archives. The dele-

• Having been honored by His Exoollency to brcnkfast with him <»» famxlle at
Ridoau Hall, tugotlier \rith two othor Dologatoa, Uoa. 1'- J. 0. Chauveau and U.
&uUe, Esq.


