
Mr. (lOo. (i. Foster, K.C, on tuo I'leo Port

()uosli()n

THE RIGHT TIME TO START THE MOVEMENT IS NOW — NOTHING
EXPERIMENTAL ABOUT THE IDEA— IT WOULD BRING EUROPE
COMMERCIALLY THREE THOUSAND MILES NEARER TO CAN-
ADA.

Montreal, Juno IJtlh, I'JlS.

To be Kditor,

"The South Shore I'n-ag."

Sir: —
I hf'.'irltly loiinratiilati' \ini iiiioii

your iilfu of a Kn-o I'ort Ulslrlit In

thu lliirl)or of Montreal. Thero are

great posslbllltieH, not only for Mont-

real, but for the whole of Canada, in

thtj i)rojec-t. It.s practical effect would

be to bring Great Britain and the Con

tinent of lOurope conimercially three

thousand miles nearer t'j Canada, In

other word.s, to graft a part of Eu

rope on to North America. There is

nothing e.xpiriuiental about the idea

Free Ports are as old as protection.

Kach. in fact, i.s esHential to the other,

ir Free I'ort.s liave not increased

greatly in "uniber in l^urope in recent

years, it has been due to the existence

of that great free trade area in Cireat

flritain; all the ports of wliich are

free, except to a very limited class of

imports. The growth of llamliurg and

of German commerce and shipping

since 1SS8, when he Free Port of Ham-

burg was opened is a convincing ob-

vincing object lesson.

This is the right linu- to start such

a movement; bcCKTUse when the war

is over we shall be faced with a

brand new set of economic conditions,

and we may as well grapple now with

some of the numerous problems that

have arisen and see how we can pre

vent the (ieriuans from carrying ecoii

omio war into Canada, as into the

oilii'r parts of the Kmplre and make of

till' liominioM a slangier market for

goods ".Made In tiermaiiy"; until they

have killeil off all tlie new industrleM

which tile war has brouglil into exis-

tence.

the other ports of the Kmpire and

with our faithful allies), in develop-

ing a commerce between us that will

laako us absolutely independent of

Germany.

How I an we incr>ase the c(nnmerce

•nd industry of Canada and with iliis

end in view increase the shipping fa-

cilities of Canada

This last is of paramount impor-

tance to our farmers (Jrain is sliip-

ped to th(! I'or' of Montreal and

put into elevators wliere it often

has to wait for long piriods for ships.

The trouble in the past lias been the

want of return, westward bound car-

goes. It does not pay to send ships

aross the ocean with freiglit and

bring them back again in ballast. A
Free Port In the Harbor of Montreal

would bring hundreds of ships with

freights for distribution all o\er the

continent of North America. The
same ships would be available for use


