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Tt is necessary for any (^ll(• ulio would UDdorstand the
Iradinf? ideas of British policy to nm over in his ;nind the
Ions,' roll of our mighty dead—from Alfred the Oreat
downwards. Only then will ho understand how deep-
rooted ami persistent, is the imperial instinct of the
En<,'lish nation. It is older than the English Parliament,
and about as old as the English language or any other
of the oldest thing.s that are essentially English. It is

exemplified in our earliest annals liy the Xorthuml)rian
and Mercian forerunners of Alfred. and by his descendants
from Edward the Elder to Edgar the Peaceful. It was
gratified by the wars and conquests of our foreign rulers
from William the Conqueror to Puchard Cceur de Lion.
In Edward lil we see the most conspicuous of these early
inqxTialists. Edvvard HI, besides continuing an olc'l

and a mistaken jiolicy of continental aggrandizement,
turned his thoughts to sea-power. He chiime<l, and f,;i'

a time he secured, the 'dominion of the narrow sea:; \
which since his time has Ix^en regarded as vital to the
prosperity and safety of these islands ; though more than
a century v-lapsed from his death liefore Englan.l was
sudiciently united and self-confident to follow out his
naval ])olicy with resolution and success. It was under
the Tudor.s that she begun consistently to behave as
though ' her future lay upon the water ".

Throughout the last four hmidred years, which is the
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