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stood precariously erect before toppling into a pile of cush-
ions, they were content to whisper endlessly of the life that
they would prepare for him. He was to be educated in
England; Aylmer Lancing still hated English public school
education, but he hated democracy more—he had found somany opportunities of despising it; they would make a new
home for him as soon as his father could set his affairs
in order; and for an hour they would discuss where thenew home was to be and how Deryk was to be better taught
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The affairs were not in order when Raymond Stornaway
called at the big stone house on Riverside Drive in i8giHe was being transferred to Rio. and the moment seemed
opportune for breaking with the Diplomatic Service and
trying his luck elsewhere before all initiative had diedwithm him The Lancings entertained him at dinner and
picked up the threads of discussion where they had been
dropped three years before. Stornaway had grown ma-
turer m practical judgment, but was as voluble and fullof theories as ever.

"You'll never use your money till you're compelled to,"he told Lancing airily, as dinner drew to a close. "But I've

vnnr'Z \
?^?'" ^^""^ '° ^^^°'^ ^°"&- ^or one thing,your financial interests extend to pretty well every countn^m the world

:
well, there's bound to be poHtical orS^

trial trouble m one of them, and you'll have to settle it ifyou don t want to lose your money. What I want out' ofyou at the moment, though, is a job. I'm young, intelli-
gent, honest and extraordinarily ambitious; I wan* vou togive me an opening, and I'll shew you what I'm made of

"

r»,.n.» vu'^T" ^^ ^" introduction gave Stornaway hischance with a firm of contractors in South America. Whenthey met four years later, Stornaway had travelled far and
fast and was ma position to demand a partnership, which

fif ^l: J-^"""8^s mmd was preoccupied with o*her

disturbed two important markets, and he had a feeling thatone lawless Britisher, backed by a handful of mine-owners


