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Mr. FOSTER. My hon. friend does not
substantiate his statement.

Mr. KNOWLES. At any rate if this
government has sold and is selling land in
large quantities I wish to say that they have
not my support in that.

Mr. FOSTER. That is plain enough.

Mr. KNOWLES. But I am quite sure my
hon. friend is away out in the number of
acres he has given. We need only look at
the records to see that the previous govern-
ment sold and gave away millions of acres
of land. This government has certainly not
alienated any such quantity of land as that.
Since I am speaking in regard to the aliena-
tion of land by pre-emption, I wish to em-
phasize what I am saying when I was in-
terrupted that there is every need for the
government to exercise a policy of gener-
osity towards the settler. He is going into
that country to stay, to raise his family ;
and if there is to be an error made on any
side, let it be made on the side of giving
him a few acres too many rather than re-
stricting him unduly. Any one familiar with
the lands which have not already been taken
up will agree that 160 acres are not sufficient
for a man to make his home on permanently.
Even if 320 acres should be a small number
of acres more than he requires, I say it is
wise to err on that side, for as time goes on
and his family grows up he will want to
expand his farm, he will want land on which
to put his sons. If you tied him down to a
very limited number of acres you will cause
the separation of his family which we should
avoid as long as possible.

I remember on the occasion of the inau-
guration of the new provinces, when His
Excellency and the Prime Minister and
other ministers of the Crown were in Ed-
monton, the hon. Minister of Customs (Mr.
Paterson) made a speech which was ex-
tremely popular. Before him were lined up
wagon after wagon filled with little child-
ren. On each of these wagons there was a
motto, ‘they will grow.” The Minister of
Customs took that motto as the text of
his address, and he spoke of the manner in
which all through that country growth was
manifest on every hand. He spoke of the
way the country had grown in the past and
was going to expand in the future and as
that voice of his carried out over the prairie
and across the Saskatchewan river, the peo-
ple enjoyed his speech extremely and almost
forgave him for the very large amount of
money he takes from them in customs year
after year. I say that the same motto may
be applied to our families in regard to mak-
ing provision for them by giving them a gen-
erous supply of land. If you are going to tie
men down to 160 acres of land. not the best
kind of land even, you should make provi-
sion for the development of that country and
for the growth of their families. I wish to
place myself on record not as holding the
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views of the hon. member for Brandon (Mr.
Sifton), but rather as holding the views
which were embodied in the Bl of the
covernment last session.

There are one or two objections that have
been raised against the Hudson Bay Rail-
way that I wish to refer to. The objection
is raised that the equipment of this railway
will be used only three or four months,
or, at the most, five months in the year.
I do not think that is correct. I think, Mr.
Speaker, that there will be the hauling of
wheat to the elevators at Fort Churchill
month after month and then, taking it at
its very worst, whatever railway company
operates the Hudson Bay Railway, the
Canadian Northern, the Canadian Pacific
Railway, or the Grand Trunk Pacific, it will
in twenty-four hours, at any time, ha able
to take its rolling stock off that new rail-
way and place it on its main line. There-
fore, I say it is impossible for people to
contend that the equipment would lie idle
during seven or eight months in the year.
We have also to remember that even at this
present day they are carrying to Fort Wil-
liam and Port Arthur many million bushels
of grain ; there is storace accommodation
at the head of the lakes for about 15,000,000
bushels. Why should not the same be done
at Fort Churchill ?

So, Mr. Speaker without desiring to de:
tain the House further, I wish simply to
close by saying that the people of the west,
of my own constituency, and I think I can
speak for the residents of the province of
Saskatchewan, are desirous that this gov-
ernment should take into its immediate
consideration the solution of this problem
by which they may have readier access to
the markets, and by which they will be
afforded relief from that great inconveni-
ence which has lain upon them like a bur-
den for the last few years. They ask that
the government will come to their assistance
by providing greater facilities for the trans-
portation of their grain. I have endeavour-
ed to point out that the scheme which is
embodied in this proposition is feasible, that
a demand has come from the farmers of the
west for a solution of this problem, that it
is nothing which will stagger this govern-
ment, that the west has great claims upon
the Dominion government because of the
great contribution it is making towards the
development of the natural industries of
Canada, and I trust that these considera-
tions will weigh with the government and
with hon. gentlemen on both sides of the
House, so that this question may receive the
favourable consideration of the House and
of the government.

Mr. F. L. SCHAFFNER (Souris). Mr.
Speaker, I would ask the indulgence of the
House for a short time this afternoon while .
I place myself on record on this important
question that so much affects our western
country. During the twenty-five years that



