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getlier, when like a flash thc
tihoughylt camie to imi, " \Vhy xîot
,90 fardher. Why flot spaîî the
AtlIantic."

\Vith Iimii to think wvas to (I0,
so the îîext niorning's mnail carrie(l
letters of inquiry to Lieuit. M\aury,
at Washiington, and Prof. M1orse, at
PoulghkIeepsie, while lie consulted
at hiome wvith bis brother Davicl,
aind his neighlbour, Peter Cooper.

T\vo questions hiad to be solveci
ere snich an enterprise couilc be
lmi(lertakcýn:- the feasibilit), of lay-
ing a cale of such leng-,,th (The
lonigest cable that hiad hieretofore
beeîi laid Nvas that between Engy-
Ianid andi Iolland, and one had
neyer been laid in w'ater oneelien-
(lre(l fathomns dleep), and if laid,' its
capabilitv for transm-itting, ies-
Sag11es. The first question inivolved
die overconîing of mnechanical diffi-
ctilties, sucl as the varving dcpths
of thie occan, and the obstacles of
%vind(s and currents. The second
qulestion wvas purelv scientifie and
rclatc(1 to the laws of electricity.

Prof. Morse entered inito a de-
tailedl explanation of the laws of
electricity as applied to telegraphy,
ani(1 assureci Field of Iiis entire*faithl
ini the project. With this en-
couragement, Cyrus W. Field set
onit on hiis audacious exl)Crimient.

\'\ell \vas it that a kinci Pro-
vi(ICflCC veiled froin himi the heavy
buirdlens. the long delays, andi the
nianiv discouragements that woul
be cre success \vould crown bis
eff orts.

As ivas his wvont, Cyrus Field
liad biis plans ail laid ere lie wvent
to work. He purposed enlisting
tell gentlemen of wealth, wvho
coli, if needful, lift a pretty heavy
loadi. Hie found five sufficient.
Thie first of the number xvas Peter
Cooper, -nhose gift to New York,
thie mnassive building consecrated
to science and art, is bis best
mlonumiient. The second naine wxas
thiat of Moses Taylor, a we'll-

~koncapitalist of the day. 0f

their first interview Fr ield savs:
1 shahl neyer forget how iLIr.

Taylor rcceived mce. H-e fixeid on
mle liis keen eyc, as if lie wotuld
Ilok througli me. And theîî, sit-
tingr clown, lie listcnled to mie for
1nearly an liour without sayîÎig a
word. 11le listened, then con-
sented to a conditional arrange-
ment. Then '-Il. M\arshall 03.
IRoberts and 2air. Chandler White
ciatghit the spirit of enthusiasni
and joinied the circle. The fi-ve
met, formied themnselves into a
companv, and agyrced to enter on
the undertaking if flic Govcrnnîient
of Newfoundlancl would, grant
favourable ternis and a new
charter. Thiese were gzranted.
The niew charter bore the titlc of
-The NKew York, LNcefounidIand

and London Telegraphie Coin-
pay"the very naine shlowving hlow

mucli broader it wvas thian the old
one. It wvas one mnorning early,
at the home of David D. Field, and
in the short timie of fifteen min-
ites, that flhc charter w~as acceptcd,
the stock- subscribed, and the offi-
cers chosen.

It wvas with a lieavy heart and
full biands that Mr. Field we'nt to
the work. I-is 1)artner's death
tlirew the business again ini bis
handîs, and then the death of his"son wvas a sad blow, but lie hiesitat-
cd not. ln January, 1855, Cyrus
W. Field sailed for Eng land to
order the cable which ý\vas to con-
nieet Capes Ray and Breton.

Newfoundlancl is not unlike
Scotland, w'ith its rock and mioss-
covered surface, its initerior lakes
and loftv mountains. Its climate,
iîot any more inhospitable than
that of Old Scotia, needs but a
population of the saine hiardy race,
inuired to toil, to mnake its hilî-sides
as gcreen and beautiful as the love-
fie-st of Scottisli glens. Nothing
dauinted this new conhpanv. Tbey
sot to wvork with a strong, vill and
earnest resolutions to accomplishi
the work.
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