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APPLES

Owing to the light crop of apples
in Ontario- this yenr, supplics for tho
Winnipeg markot have been coming
in principally from the States. Mis-
souri aml Kansas apples ave been the
principal lines in the tnarket. While
some very flne looking apples have
coma n from these gtatcs, it has bLeen
romarked that they have not as fino by
flav.r ag the Camadian apples. ‘The
latter are rathor amall this year, and
thero Is nfs0 o greater tendency to
scab than usual, but the flavor s cup-
crlor to the southern foenit.

SHIPPING FRUITS

A cargo-of Calllornla fresh frults
was recent'y landed in YLonden, Fog-
iond, I splendld conditicn, This
shows what can bo ascomplished -by
skl and caro in handiing, combined
with cold storage facliities, And yet,
Canadlan fruit growers, both east and
west, have beon unablo to supply tho
Manitoba market with sound frult,
Frult shippad from Ontarlo to Lon-
Aon, ¢id not arrive at its dostination
fn {gocd cendition, Before trying to
werk up an oxport: tvade, Canadian
fruft groweors-should study tho bu i~
ness sufficlently to onatlo them to
supply tho home market with properly
Lkomdicd frult, It would no doubt pay
some of thom to take o txip o Call-
fornis. to 600 how tho work. ls done
thero,

THE COMMERCIAL
POTATO SUGAR

A chemist of tho old world I8 al-
legged to have discovered o slmple pro-
ceng of making sugar (rot potntoos.
This, however, does hot mean  that
Manitoba will soon be able to produce
sugne profitably. Wo can grow sugar
brets here fust ag well as potatoes,
it it {s doubtful §f beet sugay manne
facturing could! bo made to pay here.
1t i also doubtful it there will te any
particulnr value in ‘the discovery, as
sugayx f& already very low in price, and
ft fg not tkely thit potato sugar could
‘be produced more cheanly than heot
sugar. Boots are il anything moro
casily cultivated than potatoes.

CANNED LOBSTERS

Recontly there has been  consider-
able trouble with camned lobsvers, on
account of the tendency of tho goods
t. discolor and deterlovate in qual-
ity. 'The lobster tndustry Is ome ot
great lwportance to Canada, the
vajubd of exports of this class of gools
for 1896, belug about $2500,000, On
this account an inquiry was made by
the federal government into the cause
of the trouble, Quite an exhaustive

o book hag now been issued upon
the subject, Thoe cause of the
trouble is allegod tovbo micro-organ-
wismg, Which can only b2 destroyed by
repeated  “bathing™ of the cans in
bolling warer, from forty minutes to
an hour.

MANITOBA FARM LANDS

That there fs money in Manitoba
farm lands at their present value, is
& propesiticn which thero is scarcely
any r2agm o doubt, Lands which
will repay their purchase price from
oue crop, and leayve a ulce surplus be-
sldes, certadsy show gocd value, We
have recorded several instances where
purchasers hwnve pold for thelr farms,
including tmprovements vpon the laxd
when purchased, from she proceeds of
a single crop. That this fact Is be-
gluning to be appreciated Is shown Ly
the Increaped sales of farm lands this
fali. Rich farm lands for $6 to $10
per acre, within o few mlles of a city
like Winnipeg, scoms absurd, There
will b2 more money in theso lands
than {n Klondyke 1aines, some of theso
Jdalys.

p——

DRAINING OUR LANDS

Tho Toronto Monotary Times sug-
gcsts that tho city of Winnipeg should
paly hall tho costs of dratning the
lanids about the city, in order to cn-
courage the sottlement of theso
jands, The Commercial would bheg
leavo 1o aemur from any such pro-
rosal.  Winnipeg has quite encugh to
dv toprovide necessary fuiprovements
within her otwn annccessanly wido
poundarics. Municipal taxes are-al-
ready much highor 1n Winnlpeg, pro~
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portionately, than they are in  the
rural wunfeipalities, and an enormous
cxpenditure I8 still nccessary to pru-
vide streot and other . Improvemeonts
which arosadly needed.  Winnipeg 1y
already taxed to provide provineial
fuicds for purposes which aro of no
value to the city, including such pecul-
far ftems as wolf tux, ete.  Some pro-
vincial logislators oven suggested that
the ety should bo taxed to provide
tadl insurance for tho farmers. \While
we aro not surprised that rural legls-
laters snounld try to *'stick” the alty
and town corporations as much
as possible, It don: seem  purprising
that o fnancfal journnl should think
it tho work of the city to drain the
rural districts surrounding. Wihilo it
Is truo thot there are thousands of
acres of rieh land dround Winulpeg
which roquiro dradnage, it Is also true
that thero {8 much vacant land which
docs not require drainaze. The Comn-
mercial has always advocated the
drainage of our low dstricts by tho
preper parties, but certainly not by
the already overtaxed city of Win-
nipeg. Ly oo !

RAILW'A..Y EXTENSION
NEEDED

Sir Willlamm ¥an Horme, when in
Winnipeg reeently, expressed the wil-
lingmess of the company to extend tho
Stonewail branch northward, if suffi-
clent aid were extended to the com-
pany. He clatmed that the road
would not pay operating expenses, and
that therefore they could not undex-
take It without some aid from the
govermment, There i no district in
Manitoba mere Ladly off for rallway
commuuication than the country
north of Stonewall, The land Is good
and the district Is an exoellent one.
Morcover, 1t is o district whict has
bzen partially eettled for many
years, and the resldents hove been dls-
couraged by their long isolation, Itis
earncstly to be hoped that this great-
Iy needed romi will ba bullt before
aunother year passes by  We would
not, of course, Ppresume an opinion
against the statement of Sir Willjam
Van Horne that tho road would not
pay, but it might be supposed that
the extension of the Stonewall branch
twenty to forty miles, thmough a rich
country, aiready containing many sot-
tlers, would add materially to the pro-
fit from operating that branch,

FIRE GUARDS

Recent prairie fires have called at-
tention to the malttor of preparing
firc gunrds. A municipal system of
preparing guards should be encour-
aged. a4 much as possible.  Plowing
gunrds is cevidently not thie best plau.
A guard wide enough to bo cliectivo
would De costly, and tho plowed
guards form breeding places for weeds.
A .machine for Dburning fire guarde



