The Washington Negotiations

Washington, Nov. 16.—The Behring
Sea moeeting, In which repressutatives
of Great Britaln and the Cnited
States havo participated, enme to a
close to-njght, tho senl cxports mgk-
ing a unanimous report concorning tho
conditlon of the seal herds, and the
fiplomatle representutives of the re-
spective governments reaching an un-
derstanding by which they ihopo at
a later day to effect a final adjust-
ment, not only of the 8ehting Sea
question, but of other pending border
controversies. For the present, low-
ever, no final actlon was taken as to
thie suspension of pelagle sealing. ‘The
Cangdiansg urged that other questions
be efnbraced i any plan of setcioment
and suggpested an international com-
misslon to accomplieh this end. Thig
proposlition was fully discussed and an
agreement reached that the Canadian
officlals would put thelr views in writ-
ing alter returning to Ottawa, and
submit them to tho unuthorities nere,
All parties cuncerned say that the out-
look s favorable to a satlsfactory ad-
justment, The 1)munlmous agreement
of the experts brings the governments
togother for the first time on alithe
facts relating to tho seals.

This agreement was reached aftor
painstakiug cowmparison of notes, and
the results were announced it an of.
ficial statement made publie by Gen.
eral Foster, as follows: “The dele-
gates to tlie fur scal conference have
agreed unanimously on certain pro-
positions touching the fur seal herd
of Belhring Sea. The report contalns
sixteen propositious, which are briefly
epltomized as follows: “That the
Pribyloff herd bas declined in num-
bers from 1884 to 1897; that the
number wasg formerly three to five
times that which now exists; that
the deatl. rate among pups is great.
not more than one-half to one-third
surviving to the age of tlhree years;
that tlie number of breeding females
in 1896 and 1897 was between 100,
000 und 180,000: that the decrease
from 1896 to 1897 was notable,
though its extent could not be defin.
itely determined; that land khling of
males as now practised, does no harm
to the herds: that the pelagic sealing
involves lndiscriminate kiling: that
the catch at sea contains a marked
excess of females; that the killing of
males on land is the cause of this;
that among the females killed are not
anty those both nursing and preguans,
but ¢iso many who are immature or
who have already lost their pups; that
the fur seal being polygamous, a large
ttawmber of males may be Killed with
opunity; that females camot be
Kitled in simiiar uumbers without
checking the inecrease of the hexd or
bringing atout an actual Jecline, that
o smal! number of Temales, less than
th2 annual increment of breedevs,
might be taken without producing ne-
tual decreace; that excessive pelagic
sealmg has led to o reduction in the
herd: that pelaglo sealing has of Iate
fallen off in greater ratlo thian  the
herd has, thus producing a tendency
toword cquilibrium in numtiers; that
in estimating the future conditons of
the herd, must be taken into consi-ler-
ation the number of surviving w»ups
cuused by the pelagic catches of 1804~
935; that the herd is not in daawrer of
actual cxtermination so0 loung as {ts
haunts on land are protected and-ihe
nrotected zone 5 maintained; that
buth lend and sea killlng now Yylelds
an jrconsiderable profit ecither to
the lessec or to the pelagio sealers
themselves,”
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The delegates slgning  the agree-
ment are as follows  Charles Sumboer
IHnmlin, David Starr Jordon, D'Arvey
Wentworth Thompson, James Melvillo
Macoun.

Follnwing the agreement of the ex-
perts the diplomatie officlals assem-
bled at General Foster's house to dis-
cuss the larger question of puttlug
an cnd to pelagic sealing and of
settling othier border coutroversies.
Owlng to the illness of Rir Jullan
Pauncefote, the DBritish government
was repregented by the flrst gecre-
tary of the DRritish  embassy, Mr,
Adam. Sir Wilfrld Laurier and Sie
Louis Davies were present in behalf
of Canada. General Foster's powers
had been materialty cnlapeged  sinee
the coming of the Canadian offielals,
for a8 a result of a long and (riend-
ly talk between Sir Wilfrid and See-
retary Sherman, the lattor had writ-
ten to the Canadinn premier stating
that the president has empowered
General Foster to treat on the varl
ous border questions, which Sir Wik
frid had colled to the attention of
Mr. Sherman and with the co-oper-
ation of the British government to
conclude treaties covering these sub-
Jeete This gave the meeting a broad
significance, It hegan at 4 p. m., and
lasted until 7. The entire range of
border atfairs was discussed. Primar-
Ily the purpose of the meeting was to
secure an agreement on Behring Sea.

The Canadians made it clear. how-
ever, that they wished any plan of

settlement to take a broader scope
than the one sub'ect of Behring Sea.
and to embrace the many sources of
frictlon along the border, The plan
of an International comiission was
discussed at great length. The Canaa
dians felt that the commission afford-
ed the best means of reconciling all
ditferences. and of opening the way
to reciprocity. The discussion was
most friendly  throughout, and no
sharp differences were allowed tocrop
out, It was felt however, that the
pian of a commission was too large
a questlon for immediate determina-
tlon, A final understanding was
reached. therefore. that the  Cann-
dlan propositlons should be reduced to
writlng as a bhasis for further nego-
tintions,

This closed the conference, and the
officials said thelr farewe'ls express-

Ing satisfaction at the cordial feel-
ing whieh had characterized the
meetings of the last ten days, Sir

Wilfrid and Sir Louis leave to-morrow
morning for Ottawa.

Land in the Rockies,

Mr., L. A. Xamiiton, land vommis-
sioner of the Cauadian Paecific raile
way, returned Tuesday from a  six
weeks trip to the Kootenay country.
The C. . R, jJand department has i1c-
cently taken over the Iand intercsts
of the Columbia and Kooteuay rail.
way. some 200,000 ancres. and 3lso of
the British Columbia Southern and
Crow ' Nest Pass railway. the provin-
oinl 1and grant to this road being 20
000 aeres & mile.  All these Innds are
in the east and west Kootenay aud as
Mr. Hamilton described them in the
morning to a Free Press representa~
tive:

*Tbe lands we have taken over may

be divided Into three classes. 1st.
Tte agricultural land= capablo of be-
fng cultivated, anmd the hay meadows;
2ud the bench lands capable of lelng
irripated: 3rd, the pasture lands for
grazing purposes. None of theso lands
have been placed on the market and
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thoy also include fine conl and tlumber
property.  Tho bench grass 1ands ara
ou'te pumerous and raise thoe finest
beel «n the world. Al these lands
will be fnspected, looked over and if
pussible placed on the mmarket next
sumier.

“I daresay you are aware,” con-
tinued Mr. Hamilton, “that people are
continually Inquiring for lands in a
milder climate where frult may be
raised, and we can in the near future
direct their attention to these new
locations. Qats and hay can b2 ralsed
there, and there is now a big local
demand; hay belug worth $20 to 825
a ton, and oats 83 cents to §1 o bush-
el I saw on oue farm a crop of 6~

000 bushiels; this  was near Cran-
brook.”
“What directicn did  your tour
take?”

“I went from Nelson and Kootenay
Loke, to the point wilere the Crow's
Nest line strikes the lake. There was
a party of us including the manager
of construction, Ar. Hauney, aund we
went over the line of the railway by
pack and saddle horse. It oecupied
clgth days.”

“Did any particular district im-
press you more than another?”
“Well for timber and agrlcultura)

lands. I think the valley of the Ik
river on tho other rlde of the moun.
tains, cannot be beaten.”

“Dild you locate any townsites along
the new line of rathway??

‘No., I was merely looking over the
ground. There will, however, Yo two
or three important towns in East Koo-
tenay—at Moyle Lake, where there
are yaluable mines; at Cranbrook, 12
miles west of the XXootenay river, ang
in the vicinity of the coni mines of tho
British Columbia Southern, tn Crow's
Nest ass, also at the crossing of the
Koctiensy river. Surveyors are now
out. ana as soon as the manager of
construction decldes, these eltes il
ll:ets’urvcyed and placed v the nar-

et.”

“How are the centres of the mining
districts progressing?”

“Nelson is flourishing, and tle bix
smelter is  working night and day all
the week. Many fine bulldings are go-
ing up. Rossland seems to have picked
ur considerably, and a hetter feeling
prevails than during my vislt of a few
monthsg ago.,”

Hudson Bay.

Ottawa, Nov. 14.—Nr. James Fish-
er, M. L. A,, who accompanied the ex-
peditlon to Hudson's Bay this year as
a representative of the Manitoba gov-
ernment, was in the city yesterday
for a couple of hours on his way west,
Mr. Fisher is well satisfied with the
result of this year’s expedition, and
will present a full report to Mr.
Greenway. His letters to the Free
Press have given a gederal outline of
the trip, He says that when the
Diana left Hudson’s Straits on Oce
tober 30, the fce was just veglnning
to form in the harbors, but there was
still openr water, and this they had
had since July 10, From Mr. Fish-
er's own Kknowledge then there was
contivuous navigation for sixteen
weeks, and possibly longer. Mr. Fisher
Says some authorities express the
opinion that this season may have
beenn an exceptional one in that
reglon, and that possibly in  other
years navigation would not de pos-
sihle for such a length of time,



