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Icaîlon, and Ilccd flot bc referred to at
lengthlicbre. Sufficient to say that tItis
barreit looking country, which wvas fifty
ycar igo copsidercdl unfit for whiite seulie-
tut now coUtains a population of nieiriy
2, imio. 7,000 of which is mct witli at the
gaîcwa,-Y to the cotintry it titC thriving
to,%.-s of Fort Arthur and Fort William.
\Vbn-,t the population niay reaci in five
ycari more, with a iteriod of crie-getic
il:nîltg entcrprise sctting iii, is liard to
~AY One huniidrcd thousand miay not be
beyonld thc mark.

But ive leave titis roci<y, tistbcr-covcred
cçtîlltry,%Witll all its ulidevcloped and large-
13. undiscovcrcd nmincral wealth, and enter
the great prairie country at the Red River
Valljcy. and biere wc have a country of un-
bottmidcd weith as a food-producitng land.
lt is cstimated tîtat, iii the fertile belt
strctclting froin the Red River Valley to
tile Rocky Mounitains, titere arc flot lcss
titanl four liundrcd millions of acres of
lindq riclt in agricttltural advantagcs, and
Capable, if cultivated, of producing bread
for ncarly the whole uiverse, and yct tite
agricitural dcveloprnent of titis grcat land
only ':ommenccd about a quarter of a
century ago, and until sixtcen years ago,
wlictt railway communication wilî the ont-
side %vorld wvas secured, the progress of
agriculture *as iiecc3sarily very slow.
Titis great land in 1870 contairted a po.-u-
lation, outside of Indians, of less titant thre
thousand, and to-day it contains threc
itndrcd t1tnusand. In 1870 it was a vast

Nnrae vaste so far as governmient
wvas concerned, with tîte exception o! tîte
litindrcd ntiles square around te mouth of
tîte Red River, wvbich wvas the old Pr(-
vincc of 'Manitoba, beforc its bounidaries
were enflarged. Only onc place wortlty the
naine of a town then e\isted, nanicly, Fort
Garry, with 250 people. Now the Ci'y o!
Wýinnipeg had a population of about 40>,-
00, several otîter cities of 5,003 have
sprung up, and there are altogetîter somne
twenty points wherc a town or city o! over
1,000 people can be found. Snch is tite
Canadian Northivcst at the prescat da.te,
and of thte influences which htave becîs at
wvork in this record of progrcss more xvill
be foulid in this publication.

The City ofWinipeg.

Altitougît the Hudson's Bay Co. htave
had a post at Fort Garry, ii te soutltern
p)art of the city, since tîte yeàr 1812, the
Itistory o! Winnir.eg as a town dates back
only to 1870, wltcn Sir Garnet Wo'seley
cruslied tite Reil-O'Dotiahue rebeluon. Iu
the sprîng of that ycar the business places
in die village of Fort Garry nunmbared
eighten, and the total buildings oulside of
the fort, lwcenty-eight, wvhile tîte certsus re-
turns iii the fal showed a total population
o! 215 otitsi'Je of the mailitary stationcdl in
the place. The manufacturing institutions
were a tannery and a harncss shop. From

titis year foravarti it becarne a fixe1 belici
înong the People of the place that il w3s

going to adIvatice to a City o! sorte imaport-
antce tu a coînparativciy smnaii number of
years, and that 'Manitoba avas desiined to
bc a ricit, Itoptloits and prosperous prov-
ttce. Faitit in the place soon spread to
tîte cast, and it the fail of 1872 the Mer-
cihants' Blatik cstablisied t'le first brancit
o! a cltartered bank, ar.d front titis onward
cisterin capital began to bc freely inives'ed
it the towzt and province.

It is not nccessary for. us to foliotv min-
utely tue additions of new indus-.ries to
bth% city during the next fcw ycars. Suf-
ficient to say tîtat \Vinnipeg's indutstrial
progress wvas steady, altîtougît not rapid,
and in 1874, lthe year in avhichli te city avas
incorporatedl. tite nttmber of buildings
wiîtin lier limits was over nine huîtdced,
twctty-scvcn o! avbici avere occupied by
nianufacîtnring indutbtrice, over one litin-
<lred by mercantile conccrns, and lte bal-
rac as offices, biotels, board.ng hous2s,
clwellings, antd so forth. Tîte popu'ation
of the cî'y avas about titree tltousand scv.-n
liitiu. -cl, anrd te value of property assess-
esi iithin its limnits $2,076,018.

Nouviitstanding tite terrible convulsiot.,
that sltook tîte witole rnonetary systemn of
Anicrica and Europe during the years 1873
and 1874, the year of 1875 opened with
brighut prospects for the city o! iWinnipeg
and the Province of Manitoba. Tro'ý it
is tîtat !orcign capital did ilot corne freely
to assist iii titeir dcvclopment during that
yc.ur antd in 1876, but th- residents of the
ciîy wure now convinccdl lit i had a
great futture, and showed that tlmey imad en-
terpnise cnough to give niaterial aid in lthe
great work. The nttntber of new cit2r-
prises w~erc flot so numerous as duning
1874,but older business men were fast add-
iîtg to titeir trade. The ntost valuabie ad-
dition to the machincry o! business was
the establishment of the Ontaroç Bank

bratcit, The Red River bail fivc passen-
ger and tltree frigitt steamboats plying
uipon it, wthercas only one tmade occasional
trips five ycars previously. The wo;k o!
city iiprovement hand also bec.1 going on
apace. That sumnnier a ncw City hall liad
been teced, and other corporat*on ex-
pcnditturcs added to lthe price o! ils con-
struction, made a total o! ncarly $90,000.
The valte o! iniiporîs aI lthe port o! WVin-
nipeg for tite ycar ending Jtînc 30thi,1875,
not includiîtg goods frona Canada, avas
'M,248,309 ; the exports for the sime paer-
iod were valtied for M588958, and the dut-
ics coilectcdl $171,430.76. T1'le value o! as-
sesscd properîy avas ' '-,762,414, a-itd the
piopulation of tite city numbercd about
5,000.

In 1876 tîte city's progrcss in commner-
cial and industrial affairs ':ias stcady, and
that year tavo fiouritg utilis wvrz co.1-
struclcd, wlticlt hiad an aggregaîc capacity
of îtcarly 400 barrels per day. The popu-
lation ntade material gain, and te value

of propertî' asscssedl that year ivas
585i.

In the ycar 1877 the first dcterminied ef-
forts for railway conmmutnication with the
casterît world and titrougi the province
wvere made, and as catrly as Fcbruary of
that ycar tite citizens otTered a bonus o!
$200,000 to aîty Comxpany that would con-
struct a railway froin the city to the wvest-
crt bounidary of the province, but it wvas
itot tutîl near lthe close of the following
ycitr tîtat tc SI. V'incent br.onclh o! tîte
C P. R., coninect:tig wvit tue St. Paul,
Mulintneapolis & Manitoba Ratlwvay at that
City, wvas cotnpleced, and utrough rail comn-
iiiiinication to the eastcrn portion of the
contintent securcd. Titat ycar the popula-

iotof tîte City ittcreased 10 about 6,500,
the value of property to a litIle over 8,-
O00000. Tîte tax receipts aitiotinted to
$07, 178.68, and the civic expenditure to

lit 1879 progress wvas very rapitl, owittg
to lthe inipettus wvhich railway commtunica-
tion gave t0 business, and by the close of
the yecar the poptulation badl incrcased t0
8,000, and the value of assessed property
t0o ,1505

During 1880 tîte city's prog-rcss wvas uni-
iituaily ra-pid, and liter population ilicreas-
cd wiîb ainzing rapidty being, at least,
12,000 by rnid-sumnier, whiie tîte valuation
o! assessedl property wvas fi-<cd at $4.006,-
160. Dy the close of the year railway
conmmutnicationt was complete to Rat Port-
age on thte cast and Portage la Prairie on
Ille Wvest.

W'iîh tîte year 1881 the famous Winfli-
peg bcont set in, and the state of inflation
reachced before ils close can be better re-
tt3enbert.d by those wlto tvere resident
here, than dcscribed now tiat it is past.
1 :1ere can be no doubt, but the city ~*
surrotinding country miade during that
year unprecedenited progress o! a lasting
description, and the influtx of actuai settlers
whlo bad corne to remain in the Northt-
wcst, and grow tip wvitl it, was imnacasur-
abiy greater titan that of any prcceding
year. The boom, therefore, aithough
carried tô the niost crazy excess, wvas not
a bubble without sutbstance. The citer-
getic inannier wticitli te C P. R. syndicate
conuuenced the work of railway extension,
whiclt t;;' to tîtat year liad heen carried
on in a itaif-litated and irresolute mita-
nter by the Dominion Govcrnment, gave
an ittîpetus to the boom, and in a few
:nonths inflation wvas at its height, and
îtetîetrated evcry brancbi of business more
or icss. Prices of goods in mercantile
lunes werc inflated as aveu as real estate,
aîtd tnioncy scened to purebase very little
of anything. Before the close of the year
the city*s population badl reachcd nearly
20,000, sote 5,000 o! whichi %vere floaîing
idiers attracted by the speculative manta.

Ant index to tîte enormous increase in
tite getteral business of tîte ciby is to bc
found itt the folioving statistics, whici ave
take fromn a work published eariy in 1882,
entitied "Winnipeg and Her Inîdustris."~


