Ass gnment of Fire Insurance.
Chie! Justice Killam presided in

(e Ticsday court this week and
seard e case of Whitla vs. Royal
Insurs e company, which has exci:

miecest among the members

ward of drade and  business
the city.
alnufts, R. J. Whitla & C

ulpeg, brought this activn
5,000, the amound of a policy
lefendant company. By an in-
celpt dated the ith of Janu-
I, issued by the agent of the
the company insured Phileas
agalnst fire dn uhe sum of
n & general stock of merch-
ontained in a swore on the
- of the government road in
age of Altamont, In Mani-
On the 10th of January, 1901,
k was destroyed by fire. On
i of March Bourque assigned
1+ & (o, his claim against
mpany and «he monies owing

t of the Insurance. Notice
sas gien to  the oo

repudiated any  ilabdlity.
U< allege that particulars of
e loss and proofs were delivered to
ompany on April 22, 1901, and
! P

roofs had not been ob-
1y by the company, nor had
called for amy further proofs.
company contest their liability,
s contend that the interim receipt
ssued was subject to the usial terms
and conditions of a policy ot Insur-
ul One condition was, If tle pro-
perty insured was assigned w thout
written permission {indorsed i ereon
by the company's agent, the policy
‘wonld become  vold; in oreach

f the condition, Bourque, before the
fire, aslgned the Insured property
without having obtained written per-
misslon or any approval of the com-
pany. Further, that the property
was Insured another company,
without the assent or knowledge of
the defendant company. The de-
vndant company also contend
Bourque did not give the no-
tiee of loss required by the conditions
furnish the proofs required
\ the conclusion of the plaintiff's
evidence, Mr. Munson, K. C. for the
defendants, moved for a non-suit on
the grounds that plaintiffs had failed
o prove the amount of loss, if any,
payable by defendants. The policy
the Manitoba Assurance Co. cov
el other property as well as the
stock.  There was nothing to show
the separate value of the goods cov-

el by the policy in defendants
ompany. There was a non-payment
of the premium In cash, a note hav-
irg been given by Bourque to the
agent for the amount of the
and there was a prior Insurance, in
breach of the statutory condition in
dorsed on the interim receipt,

His lordship declined to grant the
non-sult at the then present stage of
the proceedings and evidence for the
defence was then gone Into.

After further hearing judgment was
wserved.  Mr. Haggart, K. C, and
Mr Macdonald, K. C., for plaintiffs
Mr- Munson, K. C.,, and Mr. Hudson
for defendants.

Reduced.

Express  company
e substantial reductions in

thelr riwes on merchandise between
Winaljwg and points in Eastern Cam-
ada,

udng such points as Toron-
cal, Otitawa, Quebec, Ber-
The following table
new rates a

THE COMMERCIAL.

The plant will cost In the neighbor-
hood of three and a half millions of
dollars and when completed will prove
10 be one of the greatest plants of its
kind on the continent. Over three
hundred men are at present engaged
in the surrounding vicinity getting
out material for the manufacturing of
pulp, as it Is expected tha plant wiil
be finished by spring. r. ©

proceeded west for Arrowhead to look
after the Interests of his firm at thal
place.

New Baggage Rules.

Beginning January 1, new baggage
rules will be enforced on all raflroads
in the Western Passenger assoclation
in the United States. Under the pre-
sent system the amount of baggage
that can be checked ws practically un-
limited.

Each traveller s allowed
of baggage free of charg
full ticket and 75 pounas eus
half  ticket Amounts over this
amount can be checxed by the puy-
ment of excess baggage. Under the
new system, however, the method of
handling baggage will be revolution-
ized, lece of forelgn emigrunt
baggage welghing over 250  pounds
will be checked under any conditions.
The rules for the amount of baggage
checked free will remain the same as
heretofore, but the abolition of the
excess baggage rule after the 250-
pound mark is reached will bring woe
to the hearts of the travelllng men
who will be affected.

——
Rossland Mining News.

Rossiand, B. C., Dec. 10.—In a re
port to the directors of the Le Rol
mine, dated November I3 and just
made public here, R. J. Frecheville,
managing director, states that the
profits tor the year ending June JU
from the mine and smelter were
$O85,000.  The reserve of ore above the
Y00 foot level is A5LU00 tons valued
at $11.75 per ton, the total cost of
utllizing which should not exceed $.
The lowest level in the mine at pres-
ent shows the ore chute to be 170
feet long. | feet wide, average
value, $1,045,000; value of low grade
dump at mine, $100,000 net. The
assets exceed the total liabilities of
m:' company by approximately $0,-
000,

160 Ths.
for each

adical Labor Law.

Sydney, N. 8. W., Dec. 8—By the
passage of the Industrial Arbitration
LIl through it final stages, the gov
vrnment has placed a law upon the
statue books, the working of which
will excite Interest

pels the reference of all disputes be-
tween employers and employees to a
competent court, with power to en-
force its orders and awards, but
makes a strike or a lockout before or
pending such reference a misdemean-
or, punishable by a fine or imprison-
ment. ‘The court which will pass up-
on these disputes is to be presided
over by a judge of the supreme court,
and will have most extensive powers,
including the power to declare a
standard wage, and to direct that,
other things being equal, an employer
@hall give preference to unlonists uver
non-unionist laborers. There is no
appeal from the decislons of the
court,

old:

New Rates

A Big Pulp Mill.

Mr. Angus McLeod, member of the
firm of The Spanish River Pulp and
Paper 0., operating on the Bpanish
river 11 Muskoka Ont., passed

through the city this week. 3
Leod «t1tes that & plant for the man-

uactur of pulp and paper s being
erected by his firm in opposition to
the Clorgue syndicate who are en-
deavoring to locate in that distriol.

Big Crops About Hartney.

In the Hartney distriot, says the
Star, there are many farmers who
have this season raised between ten
and twenty thousand bushels of
wheat on their own land, besides a
vast amoun. of other produce. Mr.
Cowan's crop this year amounted to
18,000 bushels of wheat, besides oats
and barley. H. Galbraith had 14,000
bushels.  Reeve Henry's farm yield-
ed 13,000 bushels of wheat, and 10,-
000 bushels of vats. Frank Hill sold
o Mr. Jomes Innes 16,000 bushels of
wheat produced from his own farm.
Frank W.
of wheat and 5,000 bushels of oats.
John Keeler's crop amounted ¢o
000 bushels of wheat. . D.
Giad 27,000 bushels of wheat, A
Thomas 25000 bushels of wheat and
10,000 bushels of oats. It ds a pretty

showing for eight farms to pro-
duce in one season 140,000 bushels
of the best qualties of wheat and
there are many others in the muniai-
pality who have equally large crops.

Thanksgiving Poultry.
Vancouver, Victoria and New West-
minster provision trade were indebted
for thelr stock of Thanksgiving tur
Keys to the enterprise of 0. H. Ding-
man & Co., representing in Vancouv r

the Winnipeg house of R Rogers
& Co, Ltd.  Though the Winnipeg
house shipped the poultry, the birds
came  direc Vancouver from

t to

Smith's Falls, Ont., the centre of the
dressed poultry trade in Canada

In past years there has been consid-
erable risk and many a loss attached
to the bringing forward of stocks of
dressed poultry for the winter festival
season. Happlly for the market on
the const, this time everything went
well. It was a blg undertaking to get
a car of turkeys In at the high prices
prevalling this year, and to carry oui
all arrangements &0 that the trade
would not be disappointd, and the
Importing firm would not meet with
heavy loss.

was packed at Smith's
Falls, Ont., on November 13 and 1,
the birds having been killed to order
on the previous day, all these g

wments having been made be-
forehand by the buyer for the firm
A refrigerator car was used, and as
the shipment had to come by expres
a car with the Krupp wheel, as r
quired by law, had to be secured, else
It would not be accepted for carrlage
with an exprese train.

The chilling of the car to the right
degree, s0 as to preserve the birds in
all their freshness, and yet avold
freezing, was another important mat-

the goods through in right shape
opened in Vancou-
re it arrived on Monday,

the stock was in perfect con-
Another detall which was at-

ov.
dition.
tended to just right was the method
of packing, open boxes with but few
birds in, and plenty of space for air

being  used. Then at
every opening where air could get in.
cotton was tacked to prevent coal
dust or any other substance from
getting in which would have Injured
the appearance of the goods. Every
detall showed that an expert had to
do with that shipment. The firm sent
a man east from Winnipeg specially
to attend to the buying and shipping
of this Thanksgiving stock, for Win-
nipeg's supply came forward in th:
same manner. The trade locally was
delighted with the satisfactory way
that their orders were filled, anl
many a family Thanksgiving table
was provided with choice fare from
that car lot.

circulation,

Don't Neglect Fire Insurance.

The wholesale merchant, manu
faoturer, or trained business man, In
whatever buainess he may be engaged,
will always be found carrying full In-
surance on his property. He will make
reasonable allowance for salvage, and
the balance of his stock of merchan
dise and other Insurable property wili
be fully covered. therefore
appear that it Is good business policy,
that It pays, to carry fire insuiance
My experience, however, Is that coun
try merchants as a class do not ap-
preciate the advantage to themselves
of keeping thelr property well insured,
ito say nothing of the duty they owe
their creditors.

Even the better class of country
merchants frequently carry [nade-
quate Insurance, and jobbers extend-
Ing large lines of credit are not paving
attention to this very Important feal-
ure of credit risk.

A few weeks a we had occaalon
to ask a merchant who desired to open
an account with y
statement
ly, and from it we learned that he
carrying only $300 Insurance on
stock valued at $2500. In acknow
ledging receipt of his statement we in-
formed him that before we
care to extend any considerable line
we would want him to increase his
insurance, and earnestly urged that he
do so for his own proteotion. whether
he concluded to buy from us or not
Two weeks later we received a letter
from him, from which I quote : “Your
advice to me to Increase my fire insur
ance has proven wise. T increased my
insurance $1.000, and Intended, before
the other policy expired In November,
to Increase still further. On the morn-
ing of September 26th my store, with
ten others, was destroyed by fire. T
will have enough money to pay all my
debts, and hope to start again.” This
was a small dealer, and had it not

341

been for our suggestion he would be
a bankrupt to-d

This Incident ilustrates the neces
sity of requiring merchants to carry
fire insurance as an essentlal to credit

Also indicates how credlt men by
friendly advice and suggestion, can
sV stomers from loss, an !,
In many . complete ruln. If credi*
men throughout the country would

close

pi {tention to the matter of
insurance. and in every case of Insuf-
flcent protection urge that the same
be Increased to proper  proportions,
the result would certainly be an ena
mous saving, both to jobbers and re-
tall merchants.

We attich #0 much importance to
fire insurance, that we have for some
years past required our customers, to
whom ‘we are extending large
credit, to report on blasks, whi
furnish ca
ried, t s of the companies and
dates of expiration, We then follow
up the expirations, and see that the
Insurance is renewed. We find that
local agen G0 not keep track of ex
plrations. and that policies are -allow
ed to lapse, which fact Is only too of-
ten discovered after the fire occurs.

One of the heaviest losses sustained
by our house this year was the result
of a customer's burning out without
Insurance, and on looking back over
our losses for some years, I find that
cases of this kind have been frequent,
and am convinced that there is an op-
pontunity here for credit men, by a
little extra exertion, to work a sub.
stantial saving to their respecive
houses and at the same time do good

their customers—C. D., St. Paul,
Minnesota. in Business Topics.

Christmas Canadian Magazine.

The Christmas number of the Can-
adlan Magazine has a distinctively
native cover, in which colored mapie
leaves are the leading feature, while
every deiall of the issue Is in keeping
With the national coaracier of  the
publication. The drawings and photo
graphs are by Canaalan ardsts, and
ihe articles and stories, with one ex
ception are by Canadian writers. The
1wo colored pla.es, one an in-door and
the other an out door plcture, are typi-
cal of Canadian life, The story of the
Yukon River tragedy of Christmas
day, 1809, when turee men myster-
lously disappeared, is told by Major
Woodside. Eawyn Sandys' humorous
slory I8 a magnificent piece of work,
and is as good as anything which has
appeared s.nce the days of Sam Slick
Undoubtedly this is the most Impos-
ing and most interesting magazine
number ever issued in this country.

Activity on the Great Lakes.
Fifieen years ago vesseimen on the

led the thac the

ease of v was

about to sink the carrying trade Into
hopeless  ruln. same  dark
view of things has Leen taken re-
peatedly since. 1t might propeily be
taken to-day If the th.nker were to
cut out his falth, for ¢he boat bulid-
Ing Indusiry was never 50 prosper-

Ous as now. The steel vessel bullders
on the great lakes have thelr output
for the entire season of 192 practi
cally contiacted for, which means the
addition of a carrying capacity of
some 3,000,000 tons for the season, or
one tenth the doial present capacity of
lake craft. Never before have the
shipbullding interests been quite so
well assured of their immediate fu-
ture.

Turning to present conditions there
seems 1o be a necessity for ¢his addi-
tional lake tonnige. Throughout the
entire season now about to close, there
has been activity and prosperity In
the lake carrying trade. The tonnage
to be moved this year to and from
Lake Superior alone will probably ex-
ceed 28,000,000, or 3.000.000 toas above
the trade of last year. Yet the season
is ending with lake rates sharply ad-
vancing on all kinls of freight. Ore is
wanted, dock men at upper l1ke ports
are short of coal, lumber and grain
interests are bidling actively for ves-
sel room. 1t been & most satis-
factory season on the lakes and the
ending Is the best part of it all.—
Chicago Iron and Steel.

The Sanford Manufacturing Com-
pany, Hamlliton, has received an order
from the government for 1,200 suita
for the new Canadian corps, two for
each man, also an extra pair of trous-
ers for each.




