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between the " fore top sail yard " and the
"spanker boom," and vhose ideas of a
gale of wind upon a lee shore are, ta say
the least, extremely hazy. That such a
state of things exists does not reflect
much credit upon those vho have framed
our laws, and, while the lives of our people
are endangered in this manner, the ignor-
ant captain-if lie have the right to such
a niame-is not male ta feel the sense of
his responsibility, inasmsucli as lie lias noa
dread of the removal or suspension of a
certificate as is the case under the "MIer-
chants Shipping Act '' of England.

It is higli time that our Doiinion Gov-
ernment passed an Act simsilar ta that
just naned, not only on the score of
humanity but of political economy, for,
althougli it may be argued that, ifa steamer
or vessel be wrecked, the insurance com-
panies vill pay the dainage, yet it is an
undoubted fact that every wreck, as vell
as every tire, represents an absolute 1oss
of a certain amousnt of wealth ta the colin-
try.

As already suggested, there should be a
Marine Board establisied whici could
examine and grant the necessary certifi-
cates ta bath captains and mates, and wlio
could also annul or temporarily suspend
such certificates if any subsequent act of
the holder thereof proved him uiwortlhy.
We should thus have the greatest possi-
ble security for the.said oalicers acting ta
the best of their ability ii discharge of
their duties, for both their hcnor' and live-
lihood would be at stake.

We are likewise of opinien that there
ongit ta be saine sort of Governmneit
surveyor vho could decide wiiethîer a
ship, frain overloading or other cause, is
unseaworthy, if we can use the teri in
referring ta our lakes. This is already
the case in England, thanks ta Mr. Plimn-
sall, and if we justly sinile at the obstinsate
sliuggishness with whici the Mother Cons-
try adopts any of our improvenents let
us take cure that sie cannot retort " tu
quoque " uponi us in the matter before us.

Finally iwe are of opinion that saine-
thing should be clone ta provide saine
sort of certificate of qualification for an
average adjuster, as at present any self-
appointed persan tiinks lie is p'erfectly
competent ta act in that capaîcity, and
consequently there are occasionally saine
of the mnost absu'd adjustinents of general
average made tait it is possible ta con-
ceive. Many seei ta fall ito the saine
error respecting an average adjustei as
about a fire underwriter, and imagine that
there is no particular knowledge or ex-
perience needed, and the result is as wve
have just stated.

TIE 3OUNDARY QUESTION.

Since our notice of the discussion li
the House of Commons on Mr. Dawi'sonî's
motion for the various documents relut-
ing ta the boundary question we have
had an opportunity of reading the Han-
sard report of the Hon. Wm. McDoigall's
speech. lieferring ta the award, lie stated
that the arbitrators hlad assunied tait tie
boundary on tise east rais ta Hudson's Bay.
"le did not thiii tihere was any author.
"ity for that. It, ias convenient, looked
"well upon a map, and they lad found
"in somne conunainication between .the hinp,.c-

r rial Government and their of}icers in this
counitry the wyords ' ta the bounsdary of
"ludson'sBay.' " He proceeded to state
that when in England lie had become
satisfied that the expression w'as " a mre

clerical errai in the copies of the original
"report of the Attorney General," and
added that "I no aie could use thlat word

l boundary in describing the shores of a
I bay." He added that " it was ipon that
"slight circumnsfance the coimissioners as-
"sumed they had ais authority ta run the
"Eastern boundary ta Hudson's Bay
" instead of the boundary of the HJudson's
" Bay territory, and iaving.got there it

was necessary ta get away from it."
Mr. Macdougal lias donc but scant jus-
tice ta the arbitrators in his statement of
the case. The Act of 1791 recites tihat
IHis Majesty lias signified his intention ta
divide the old Province, but makes no
reerence ta boundaries. The first com-
mission ta Lord Dorchester defines the
bonundary between Upper and Lower Can-
acaas follow's :"From the head af Lake
" Temiscamssing by a line draiwn due north
Sunstil it strikes the boundary of Hudson's

Bay." We sublit that this commission
from the Croni dividing the Province is
notadequatelydescribed by the expression
" saie communication betweens the Impe.

rial Government and theiroilicers in this
counstr'y." But Msfr. MeDougall should, in

justice ta the arbitrators, have noticed
that, after whlat lie terns "a clerical
errrai" lhad been repeated in a great
numsber of other commissions ta the suc-
cessors of Lord Dorchester, Loid )urliamsî's
commission is 1838 iad the words
eut il il strikes the shore of Ilsudson's
Ray." Thie saine expiession N'as used in
Lord Sydeinian's commission. The rea-
sonable inference is thlat if the first
definition ias ''a clerical error," tie
second was ivhat was really intended.
At all events the arbitrators did niot
arrive at their conclusion " upon the
slight circusmstaince " of' a clerical error
in some communication between thé
Imperial Govenment and their officers in.

Canada, but upoi the clear and distinct
definition of the boundary in the Royal
commissions, the last of whicl removed
all douLbt as ta the meaning ta be attached
ta the rather vague expression in the
fir'st.

ANOTHER BOOT AND SHOE INFIR-
MITY.

The Reverend Robert Hall, of pleasant
nemory, Lad among his parishioners a

sickly, querulous old mortal who was con-
tinually troubling him, not witlh a recital
of his spiritual ivants, but his physical ail-
ments. On aie occasion after ain interval
of more than usual length, le began by
saying: "Ai i Mr. Hall, you have-never
-been ta sec me-sir, I've-ive been
very il. I'ebeen-at Death'ls door--Mr.
Hall." "Wihy didn't you step in, sir?
Why didn't you step in ? " replied the
clergyman. It hîad been better for the
trade if tie firm niamed above had on one of
tlie early occasions of their several troubles
concluded ta step in, or step out for good,
and taken ta some other calling, evensuch
occupation as that purisued at present by
Mr. Joseph Woodley in tise G reat West,
ralier than have continued ta spread dis-
aster for sa many years, ta the greater
ultimate injury of' thseir creditors. Somae
of these, vho, rather than let them go
under, assisted theim from time ta time in
obtaining settlements, in the expectation
that they miglt profit by experience, and
that if they succeeded they waould prove
valuable custoiers in time, are, partly
ta blane also.

The loiw rate of wages for factory hands
in Montreal and Quebec lias long givein
the boot and shoe trade in these cities a
preponderating advantage over otlier dis-
tributing and mianuufacturing centres in
the Dominion, and, notwitlistanding the
great increase in the number of factories,
there appears ta have been little if any
over-production. But this is chiefly due
ta the modern advance in labor-saving
mnachinery, vhici enables eaci firi ta
manufacture alnost fast enougi ta supply
os'ders even in the busy seasons, generally
avoiding the necessity of keeping heavy
stocks on hand. It is a matter for ion-
der, iowever, tiat the growth of this trade
las been sa rapid and successful, wlen ive
take ita consideration the number of in-
capables who have enterod into the busi-
nsess ; aine iani understands liow to manu-
facture, but lias no business managementi
a second lias geral business ability, but
does not excel in manufacture a third
has neither one nor the other, but lie per-
ceives otlier men make money in it, and
lie does not see anyreason wly he should
not make money also. Messrs. *Woodley


