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WHOLESALE DRUGGISTS
NAEUlFACTURING

Fharmaceutical Chemists,
41 To 43 ST. JEAN BA PTISTE ST.,

MONTREAL.

EvAss, Soits & Co., EVess.LscnEni &1 Evso,
Liverpotl, Erg. LintdoniEng.
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iactæirers ot w iidtow Coriices.

No. 30 St. Eulpice, & No. 379 St. Paul Streets,
MONrRiEAL.

1878. 1878.

SPRING STOCK
NOW COMLPLETE

IN EVERY DEPARTMENT.
We expect to see many We..tern uiyers takting
adtviainge of tlhe CHEA TIes BY GaiAND
'JIîUNK tAILW'.AY, aid low raies at wlNDS01.
Ii OTEL on l\lai cli 18111 and Ith, md April lt and

2nd. -Seo Circulirs at each station.

T. JAIES CLAXTON & CO.
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MO NTREAL, MAROH 22, 1878.

COMMERCIAL AND. MERCATILE
AGENCIES.

Every private enterprise is dependent
upon the existing need for it, and it is lin-
possible 'fr it to continue if tbere be no

need. New trades and new comptanies
ave being continually set afloat; if they
subserve som1e existing pulblic want they
take root anl groin; if they do not they
die of inanitio i it needs no agitation, no
Act of Parlianent to put them down. As
with all natural organizations, if there is
no function for them, no nutriment cones
to ther and they dwvindle away. Not only
dO the new enterprises disappeir, but the
old ones cease to be when bhey have doue
tieir work. Unlike law-made instrumen-
talities-the nachiaery of faulty Intsol-
vent Acts and.tred tape Registration offices,
which continues to flourish long after it
lias becone an abeomination-private en-

terprises dissolve when they become
needless. Tlie old stage-coach ceases to
Oxist in prasence Of the railway, and the
emîployecs are absorbed in the new organ
ization.

There is, perhaps, no one of the aids to
mercantile progess lich is so geieraliy
niîsuiderstoodi as that known as tie '' Mer-
cantile Agency " systen. Tlis inisundier-
standing lias produced a prejudice in the
minds of maniy pe-sons-a pirejulice wlich,
hovever, exists only ihere theîre is lack of
infoi-mationî as to the objects and working
OF the systeni. Our object is to remove
that prtejulice -fromn lte minds of our
readers, by presenting the ''Agency"
systen in its ritopelr liglit, and no one in
this respect cin accuse us of being in-
flueiced by " ratings Or by a desire to

obtain credit.'We do not tequite either.

We en lool bacl to the tine, as most men
clin, when ignoîitance bld us to foi- un-
favorale iliprssions of thîe Agency
systeni, but, lavinig taken pains to inifoin
ourselves on the subject, we îlo not liesi-
tate to say that- the systei is generally
cociiilitedt on h11i;ih and honorable princi-

ples, and is truly uscful to all souiid, Ilp)-
riglt, industriou's traters througliout the
land. ''ie fact that the leading establislh-

mnenîts in all lai-r cities have made ise of

this system foi, Over a quarter of a centîury
evidences the necessity foî' iLs existence.
Tlit nom and again dishonest or incapable
eiployees have c.-st discredit upon it,
that mistakeesihave occasionally been mode,
is no reasonable ground for any prejudice

against it.
I et ns look at tlie systemn fir'st as re-

gards the retail 'deaier. 'l'he respectable
country mercliait whose neiglibor in busi-
ness obtains eredit on tie basis of aIse
repute is likely to suffer from the unairi
competition thereby encourtaged, but the
agency steps in-tohis defence and, througih
its thorouglh and ramified system ef ielia-
le agents andl travellers, informts its sub-

scrilbers ofthe'charaîcter and capital of the
applicant foi' crelit, to the evidenit advani-
tage of'the respònsible dealer, Itho ineans
to pay and cani puy bis hionest debts at
maturity. There is scarcely a village store
keeper wh ihas not incurred enmity at
some pe'riod of h is career, and the
" Agency " ititis respect has often served
well many of those wlo do not understand
itsobjectsaidoper-ation. 'I'Ire is a class
of retailer, also, vho finds il advisable to
move fr'ot tqivii to tovn, ot one couintry
to another, acco'rding as the place becomtes
too hot for him, doing mischief itherever
lie goes. Of the antecedents of these the
" Agencies " a fully informed, and,
althougi in some cases ltese w ivanderers
succeed in obtaining credit, owintg some-
times to tlietoo great anxiety of whole
salers to disposeof over-stocks, it is iot
because they- have nott llad suifficient
warnini g in the reports required tnromi the
"lAgeIlcies." h'ie clisis.of ISUj7 appears

to have first suggestel the establish-
ment of thae system. lts design was
to uphold and render safe and profit-
able to all concerned the great credit
system of business. At the first it
w'as mainly inten'ded as an aid to the
wî'holesaler. ls customers, scattered
fat and inde, wre perioclically visiting
him to replenish their stocks, and can-
celling paritly or' wholly previous obliga-
tisns, w;hile they contracted new ones.
Before opening new acconnts wilh old or
new custoiners the mierchant w'ould nced
te b infoýnied respecting the then cir.
cuistances ofhis custonier, of the success
attending hiim riom, year to year. Infor-
iation of thIi harc t er cn, as a rule he

sat isfictorily obtained only at the home
of the denler. Ilence the main object of
lthe Agency is to furnqisih the iomuc-standing
of the muercliant, obtained fron intelligent
and reliablo sources there. Irf in his own
little circle at home the trader is deened
honcst, attentive to business, ofgood busi.
ness qualifications, and doing well, with a
suficient cnpital, is not the statement of
these facts a positive benelit to himself
and the conmunity in w'hich lie resides,
as well as to the eit-y merchant fromî w'hom
h e buys his goods ? If, on the other hand,
the trader is notoriously dishonest, or
other'wise so disqualified f'or business ats to
have no credit at home, is il not proper
that it should be known in all those places
away trom home wiere he may sele to ob-
tain credit ? Would no. the interests of
the several parties referred to bo snb-
servel by preventing his obtaining goods ?
Il botl cases the legitimate ends of
Iealthy trade are promnoted, and lie whito
acts in the capacity oflocal correspondent
or reporter for the Agency lias the satisfac.
tion of knowing that he is forwarding the
true interests of society.

To carry odt the credit system safely,
the creditor must he acquainted with the
debtor; confidence is the life of the sys.
tem, and confidence can rest only in know-
ledge. 'The cumnbersome nietlods ofob-
taining infoermation resorted to by whole-
saleis before the Agencies wer tfully estab-
lisled were very unsatisftctory. Each
merchant had .to soe out couriers to
report and collect, aId it was onily the
larger bouses that could bear the ex..
pense, and these purchased il ut too
ligh a cost. The Agency obviates these
diliculties. By aIn, extensive and well-
sustained systen of correspondence, ex-
tending to every toin and village in the
United States, Canada, England', France,
Germany, etc., it obtains the requisite in-
formation respecting every trader in the
counltr whose business leads himi to buy
oin credit away froi home .. This ilnfornia-


