
A SURGEON IN ARMS

cies, and certain officers were detailed to each 
boat whose duty it was in case of mishap, to 
maintain order during the loading and launch
ing of that boat. Before long this drill was 
carried out with the most exact precision.

There were a few other parades daily for the 
different sections. A sick parade was held 
each morning, and a hospital established for 
those too sick to stay up and about. The med
ical officers and nurses were detailed in turn 
to do duty in this institution. But nothing of 
a very serious nature turned up on the voy
age.

Otherwise time was whiled away much as 
usual on shipboard. Some of us took to the 
gymnasium, trying out all the exercises from 
throwing the medicine ball to riding the horse, 
at which some of the cavalry officers would 
give that excellent piece of advice to those be
ginning to learn to ride:

Keep your head and your heart up,
Your hands and your heels down;
Keep your knees close to your horse’s side,
And your elbows close to your own.

The regular stewards, who were serving on 
the ship as in peace times, amused themielves 
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