
grounds that the colonial authorities were not entitled by treaty to send a

Kafir to prison for such a trifle as stealing an axe, and that the blood of

the Hottentot had been paid for in the blood of the Kafir first killed ; and

they entreated the Governor not to be in haste with forces, but to have a

talk about the matter and try to understand it. However, the Governor

at once hastened to the frontier ; by his orders Kafirland was invaded
;

but every arrangement was so ill made that our troops were repulsed ;

twice our baggage-waggons were cut off; and the victorious Kafirs, in

their turn, invaded the colony. For months Sir P. Maitland lived in the

bush, enduring, according to his o>vn account, unheard-of hardships, when

he was very properly superseded. Great was the amazement and indig-

nation of his successor, Sir Henry Pottinger, at the state of affairs which

he discovered in the colony. He declares that he cannot give an "ade-

quate idea of the confusion, unauthorized expense, and (as he believed)

attendant peculation which had obtained." In that peculation it is

rumoured that men of high sation were implicated. Numerous in-

stances of reckless expenditure are stated in Sir Henry's despatches.

One of a settlement on the Kat River, where the few inhabitants were,

on the plea of defending the frontier, receiving rations at the rate of

£21,000 a-year. Another in the vicinity of a station called Block Drift,

where rations had been regularly given to a number of Kafirs, who had been

fighting against us. Sir Henry attempted to put a stop to these abuses

;

and the war seemed to be drawing to a close, when, unfortunately,

fourteen goats were lost. They were tracked across the frontier into the

territory of a Kafir chief ; he was required to restore them, and to give

up the supposed thief. Twelve of the goats were immediately sent back,

but the chief denied all knowledge of the other two, and of the thief, if

there were one. Sir Henry Pottinger was not satisfied. He ordered a

secret expedition into Kafirland, to surprise the chief in question. The
expedition, as usual, failed ; the chief escaped ; the troops retreated,

after having killed a few Kafirs, and carried off some head of cattle

;

and the war was kindled afresh. Throughout, Sir Henry Pottinger was

thwarted by a divided command ; and the greater portion of his troops

were unsuited for the service which they had to perform. For instance,

old ofiicers of the Peninsula, accustomed to regular warfare, were intent

upon displaying their strategic skill in a contest with savages ; heavy

dragoons, mounted upon chargers, armed with rifles impossible to load

on horseback ; and English regiments, with their ordinary clothing and
accoutrements, had, under the burning sim of Africa, to attack Kafirs

skulking in a bush all but impenetrable to Europeans. In such a war,

seven British regiments, with artillery and engineers, were not a match
for half the number of naked savages armed with assegais. The war
would never have been brought to a close had it not been for the colonial

corps, who, composed of Hottentpts, led on by brave and energetic


