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srnment of two kings, from whom tfi^ Spani*

irds 4emanded an acknowledgment of tribute.

'his being juAly refufed, an open rupture en-

fuedi and the admiral, with only iixty Spani-

irds> gave battle to the natives, whofe numberi
^ave bef.n calculated to amount to lix thoufand.

[After a long and Iharp conflid) in which the

){s on the iide of the Indians was much lels

Ithan Height have been expeded, and on both not

I
very confiderable^ Magellan, being too far ad"

panced, was wounded with a poifoned arrow,

ind pierced in th** head with a lance, which ter-

unated his life and exploits. £ven his body
Iwas never recovered.

Some have maintained that he was difpatched

Iby his own men, towhom his flridt difcipline had
tendered him odious and intolerable. In former
[periods of the voyage, this might have been the

jcafe ', but now having reached a land of plenty,

ind furmounted their principal diiiiculties, it can

Ifcarcely be believed, that the Spaniards would
Inik their own fafety by violating his. Indeed,

Ithe moft authentic accounts of this unfortunate

|tranfadion fay, that his men were much difcon-

;rted at his lofs.

Though Magellan had not the honour of being
[the firft circumnavigator of the globe, as he was
cut off before the completion of his voyage, yet

\Q fliewed the prafticability of the fcheme 5 and
thofe who followed him had no more claims to

>riginai difcoverythan thefollowers ofColumbus

}

they, indeed, went farther ; but they knew the

rack in which they were to go.

It is probable, however, that Magellan had
wry little idea of meeting witli the ftraight that

irs his name. His original thought was to

)aik ^txg to the fouthwardt as the land trend-

ed.

J


